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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well-equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.
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Class of 2025, what a moment! Congratulations 
on this significant achievement. After all your hard 
work, determination and growth, you’ve made it, and 
I couldn’t be more thrilled for you. It’s truly special to 
be surrounded at Convocation by the people who’ve 
cheered you on: your classmates, family and friends. 

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve taken on 
challenges, embraced new ideas and gained valuable 
knowledge and skills that will carry you far. Earning 
your degree is a major milestone that reflects your 
readiness to make a meaningful impact in a rapidly 
changing world. 

As you move into the next stage of your life, keep 
aiming high. I encourage you to remember what 
drives you, stay true to your goals, and continue 
striving for excellence. There’s a wide world of 
opportunity waiting for you, and you have everything it 
takes to rise to the challenge.

No matter where life takes you, remember that your 
Ontario Tech family will always be here to support 
you.

Congratulations again and best of luck as you 
embark on your next adventure!

AS YOU MOVE INTO THE NEXT STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE, KEEP AIMING HIGH. I  
ENCOURAGE YOU TO REMEMBER WHAT 
DRIVES YOU, STAY TRUE TO YOUR GOALS, 
AND CONTINUE STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2024-2025      Members of the Board of Governors

Carla Carmichael

Frank Carnevale

Neeraj Grotra

Matthew Mackenzie

Peter Marchut

Lisa McBride

Laura Money

Michael Rencheck

Hannah Scott

Gaurav Singh

Kim Slade

Dwight Thompson

Emily Whetung-MacInnes

Susanna Zagar

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair

Eric Agius, Vice-Chair

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor

Ahmad Barari

Nolan Bederman

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer 
Chancellor
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AS YOU LOOK AHEAD, LET YOUR PASSIONS 
DRIVE YOU, YOUR PEERS INSPIRE YOU, AND 
YOUR VALUES AND PURPOSE GUIDE YOU.

MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations, class of 2025! Today marks the 
culmination of years of ambition, resilience and 
dedication. You haven’t just earned a degree: you’ve 
shaped your future through every challenge faced 
and every lesson learned. We’re incredibly proud of 
each of you for reaching this milestone!

Your time at Ontario Tech University has been a 
journey of exploration and development, marked by 
academic achievement, personal transformation 
and lifelong connections. As you look ahead, let 
your passions drive you, your peers inspire you, and 
your values and purpose guide you. The knowledge 
and experiences you’ve gained will continue to open 

doors and shape your successful path forward.
We celebrate all you’ve accomplished, and all that’s 
still to come. You are now part of a global community 
of Ontario Tech alumni who exemplify the ideals 
of innovation, integrity and a deep sense of social 
responsibility that lie at the heart of our university. 

As you step boldly into the world, remember: your 
potential is limitless, your ideas have power, and 
your journey is only beginning. Embrace what’s ahead 
with confidence and curiosity. The world needs your 
leadership, creativity, and steadfast commitment to 
making a difference.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor
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Today is a day to celebrate all that you’ve 
accomplished! On behalf of our dedicated faculty and 
staff, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to each 
of you. This milestone represents more than just 
academic success; it reflects your determination, 
bold ideas and pursuit of excellence.  

Your path to get here has been defined by hard 
work, big dreams and an unwavering commitment 
to being the best you can be. You’ve challenged 
yourselves in the classroom and the lab, worked on 
groundbreaking research and projects, and brought 
fresh energy and passion to our community. These 
experiences have prepared you for your next steps 
and for a lifetime of impactful achievements.

As you join our alumni family, I hope you will stay 
connected with us and carry forward the spirit of 
Ontario Tech; be collaborative, inquisitive and driven 
to improve the world around us. Know that we’ll 
always be here to support you, cheer you on and 
welcome you back to campus.

Once again, congratulations on this incredible 
accomplishment.

THIS MILESTONE REPRESENTS MORE THAN 
JUST ACADEMIC SUCCESS; IT REFLECTS 
YOUR DETERMINATION, BOLD IDEAS AND 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Dr. Christopher Mushquash

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the Convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the Convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family using this QR code.

If you need first-aid assistance, please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) on 
Polonsky Commons.  
 
A lost and found station is located in 
Shawenjigewining Hall.
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HONORARY DEGREES
Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater society 
through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy contributions in 
areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

For his devotion to 
advancing Indigenous 
mental health, his 
innovative work to improve 
the quality of life and care 
for Indigenous youth and 
communities, and for the 
impact of his research in 

influencing federal funding policies for First Nations, 
the university proudly confers upon Dr. Christopher 
Mushquash the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.  

Dr. Mushquash is a Professor at Lakehead University 
and the Northern Ontario School of Medicine 
University. He holds the Canada Research Chair 
in Indigenous Mental Health and Addiction. He is 
also Vice-President of Research at the Thunder Bay 
Regional Health Sciences Centre, and Chief Scientist 
at the Thunder Bay Regional Health Research 
Institute.
 
His research has contributed significantly to 
national understandings of mental health and 
addiction, particularly in relation to developmental 
and intergenerational trauma. His work has helped 
improve clinical care systems and services, ensuring 
they are more culturally and contextually responsive 
to the needs of Indigenous, rural, and northern 
communities.
 

Dr. Mushquash holds an Honours Bachelor of 
Science and master’s degree from Lakehead 
University, and a doctorate in Clinical Psychology from 
Dalhousie University. As a registered psychologist 
with the Ontario College of Psychologists, he 
provides assessment, intervention and consultation 
services for First Nations communities. In 2023, he 
was honoured with the Canada Gairdner Momentum 
Award for his exceptional scientific research and its 
lasting impact on human health.

He is also an inductee of the Royal Society of 
Canada’s College of New Scholars, Artists and 
Scientists. He serves on the boards of the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, and the George Jeffrey 
Children’s Centre in Thunder Bay.

Dr. Mushquash is an Anishinawbe (Ojibway) from 
Pawgwasheeng (Pays Plat First Nation). His wife 
Aislin is from Oshawa. 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Dr. Christopher Mushquash | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
CRIMINOLOGY AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Victoria Dawn Ginsley

Thesis Title: “Seeing the 
word ‘police’ can be a 
huge point of recoil”: A 
Qualitative Examination of 
Trans People’s Perceptions 
and Questions of Police 
Legitimacy

Michael Ouellet

Thesis Title: Police 
Perception of Danger

MASTER OF ARTS, 
CRIMINOLOGY
Jessica Bieniak

Moneet Brar

Peter Kokkoros

Kasie Marcelle Maurice

Garon Davis Mulyk

Adam Alexander Rodrigues

Kriti Shah

MASTER OF ARTS, SOCIAL 
PRACTICE & INNOVATION
Teresa Ann Goff

Triona Latoya Greaves

Shaun David McLeod

Joseph Peter Young

Aurazu Zahidi

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY
Ardeshir Mortezaei

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
POLICE LEADERSHIP
Alyssa Danielle Acre

Stephanie Bouwmeester

Benjamin Hayes

Joshua Alan Knight

Nicole Victoria Lees

Jennett Mays-Bushey

Thomas Medlyn

Devin Robert Alan Tompkins

Candice Wilkinson

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
COMMUNICATION AND 
DIGITAL MEDIA STUDIES
Ananya Anand

Megan Elizabeth Araujo 

Devon Clare Banfield 

Evangelia Dimitra  
Bouyoukos 

Michelle Bryan 

Ethan Hayden Elijah Butts

Rhyanna Amour Estrada

Dylan Michael Ernest  
Fowler 

Azimayele Caren Samira 
Garuba

Beverly Faye Gary  

Shannon Delaney Geddes

Matthew Owen Granville

Kailey Haskell

Hue Thi Kim Huynh

Justin Irwin

Kayla Alexandra Jackson

Benjamin Cianan Frederic 
Leonard

Martina Mahesvaran 

Lesley McLelland

Shristi Paresh Jani

Jamie Diane Pye 

Tammy Linda Raycraft 

Rebecca Kaitlyn Thomas 

Dejah Camille Naomi  
Wocker 

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
CRIMINOLOGY AND 
JUSTICE
Hairmala Aklilu

Aditi Angrish

Paige Elizabeth Billings

Alexia Bea Bugay

Arushan Chandrasekaran

Benjamin Seamus Cherry

Md Tahmid Adib  
Chowdhury 

David Emilson Constante

Cassandra Claudia Coronel 

Alexia Suzanne Davidson 

Benjamin Diamond 

Aiden Micheal Dorothy Dufty

Carlos Jamal Dundas

Nicole Jennifer Escano

Joshua Alexander Euter

Conor Foley

Alexandre Fourchet

Jennifer Ann Frost 

Sabisa Gowripal 

Kevon Deaundre Grant

Christian Gueorguiev

Jacob Patrick Hagen

Asta Leah Tonya Dawn 
Hansen

William Dennis Harrington

Sharonaa Angelica Ho

James Michael Jaycock

Colin Anthony Jones

Emaan Junaid

Callum Patrick Kettles 

Rachel Mackenzie Kucera

Kowthami Kumar

Lilyana Lanave

Shelley Lawrence 

Samuel Ross Marks

Elvis Alexander Martinez 
Pineda 

Alwin Alwin Mathai

Meghann Katherine Grace 
McQueen

Abigail Eleanor-Maria Melo

Mary Margaret Millson 

Maximilian Walter Mueller

Raymond Mugabi

Christian Clive Narathan

Emmanuella Oseiwe Ogbeifun

Shandeep Pannu

Eden June Parr

Zachary Jorden Profeiro

Anthony Joseph Puzon 
Ramrattan

Kavaughn Reeves

Nathaniel Alan Rhodes-Truppe

Bhavdeep Singh Saluja

Ashaunte Joyce-Elizabeth 
Samuels

Rishi Sathiyakanthan 

Hayden MacLean Scott 

Jessie Ellen Singer

Gayathri Sivakumar

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Friday, June 6, 2025

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal  14



Raveeson Sivamohan

Vaishnavi Sivananthan 

Alyssa Breanne Smart

Marie Mackenzie Stasiuk

Suyaash Sureshkumar

Athavan Suthakaran

Dilaxsha Thangavelu

Brevien Vijeyakumar

Piragina Vijeyakumar 

Alexis Sarah Watson 

Melissa Danielle Emily  
Wells 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), FORENSIC 
PSYCHOLOGY
Sofia Accardi

Angelica Kalisa Addorisio Lell

Nasreen Alakozay

Alexia Hannah Albertini

Leen Aoudi

Indusha Nethmini Athauda

Ayesha Bana 

Alexa Rae Beanish

Madison Hope Berry

Rebecca Ann  
Couwenberg 

Candace Laura Currie

Morgan Desjardins 

Brooklyn Allison  
Ferguson 

Hannah Yvonne Freelove 

Victoria Janie Gajewski

Anjali Kaur Ghajminger

Jaimes Gill 

James Allan Grinton

Jada Antoinette Guy 

Abinaya Amirtha Harikrishna

Mercedes Horta

Brooklynn Hutchison 

Christopher C. Hutton 

Gavin James Irvine 

Stephanie Alexandra Johnson

Blake Thomas Johnston

Miral Raafat Iskander  
Kamel 

Raahave Kirupakaran

Atshani Linus 

Shu Liu

T’Ka Kimari Lofters

Kroshan Logendran

Isabella Rose Marrelli

Julieta Maria Martinez-Osores

Kyle Brandon Mathers

Hayley Christina  
McCartney 

Hailey Madison  
Mcgillis-Prior 

Declan Patrick McMichael

Joshua Christopher Newton

Julia Maureen Norcia

Hoora Oghar

Mya Simone Olson-Holmes

Emily Virginia Orban

Maksymilian Michal Potrykus

Janitha Prabaharan

Kailey Violet Puddy 

Sarah Qiam 

Gineth Rincon 

Josh Ryan Rodriguez

Cassandra Ross-Kanath 

Nethusa Sathirasa

Jordan Angela Stinson

Marieka Willemina Verhoeff 

Paige Hayley Wagner 

Devlyn Sarah Bird  
Yarenko 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), LEGAL 
STUDIES
Eva Basova 

Cody Chiarot

Hannah Grace Davis 

Tammy Francis

Nataskki Ommella Frazer

Armaan Bahar Haroon

Fatima Islam

Celine Tahsin Jahan 

Farwa Jawanshir 

Minoza Jeyarajan

Christina Joseph

Nadia Judunath

Jumana Kadhom

Wasif Khan

Martine Lucier

Vineeta Maharaj

Liam Laughlin Mckeagan

Holly Rae McKenzie-Luma

John Andreas 
Papaspyropoulos 

Dhaveena Anjali Persaud 

Thamiraa Ragikaran

Preaty Ramananithy

Hayley Eran Ruddy

Catherine Sadovyi 

Dianne Angerey Smith

Alishah Ahmed Syed

Mursal Usufi

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), LIBERAL 
STUDIES
Patricia MacMillan 

Keara Alexandra Mayorga

Krystelle Teresa Raghoo

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
Riley Morgan Furlong 
Frampton 

Nicholas Alexander Ernst 
Krizmanits

Sanjay Kulendren

Zhihao Liu

Hugh Saige Mckoy

Brendan Sorenson
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BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), PSYCHOLOGY
Humaira Noreen Abutalib

Baxter Anderson

Dryden B. Arseneau 

Shajeena Balasingam 

Kayla Nicole Banfield 

Murielle Kaja Banza 

Thea Victoria Calvin

David Roberto Cortes

Amanda Kaitlyn Del  
Grande 

Joseph Michael James Di 
Cicco

Karan Singh Ghuman

Thomas James  
Henderson 

Mackenzie Rose Howse

Gajeeni Koneswaran

Matthew John Lee

Anna Massa 

Jacey Diane Norris

Shivangi Nayanesh Patel

Paul Rajendran 

Jessica Sandal 

Parneet Kaur Sara

Emilie Lynn Simmons

Vishnutha Sribaskaran

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(HONOURS), PSYCHOLOGY
Chandara Caelia

Meghan Ashleigh Hardie 

Hamza Mohammed Khan

Maximum Earon Onus

Stephanie Nicole Parish 

Charlotte Rose Skelding

William James Stewart

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal  16



17



FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Jeremy James Hannah 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),
Networking and Information Technology Security

FRAZER FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Fleur Grace D’Sylva
Bachelor of Arts (Honours), 
Educational Studies

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Isabel Julianna Smith
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours),
Electrical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Hannah Jayne Lywood
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Olivia Veronica Ziarno
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Biological Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Beverly Faye Gary
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Communication and Digital Media Studies

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree. 

OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS
The Outstanding Thesis Award was established in 
2016 to recognize students graduating from both 
thesis-based master’s programs and thesis-based 
doctoral programs. The award winners are determined 
by a University Selection Committee, chaired by the 
Associate Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 
and consisting of a membership of graduate faculty 
members who represent diverse research disciplines.
 
To be considered, students must meet the  
following criteria:
 
•	 Cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher.
•	 Received an outcome of Acceptable without  

Required Revisions or Acceptable with Minor  
Revisions at their thesis defense.

•	 No academic offenses on their record.

Master’s Thesis
This award recognizes graduating master’s students 
who have written an outstanding thesis that has made 
or is expected to make a significant contribution to 
their field of study.

2025 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENTS
Refka Albayati 
Master of Health Sciences
Abraham Amini  
Master of Science in Modelling  
and Computational Science
Jakob Ethan Anderson 
Master of Science in Computer Science
Andrew Emmanuel Bondoc 
Master of Applied Science in Mechanical Engineering
Sarah Mirella Marguerite Kirkpatrick 
Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

Doctoral Thesis
This award recognizes a graduating doctoral student 
who has written an outstanding doctoral thesis that 
represents a remarkably impactful contribution to 
their field of research.

2025 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT

Akash Samanta 

 Doctor of Philosophy in Electrical  
 and Computer Engineering
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Akash Samanta 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Hannah Jayne Lywood 
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Tanner Mirrlees, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Laura Banks, PhD  
Faculty of Health Sciences

LEARNING RE-IMAGINED AWARD
Amir Rastpour, PhD  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

OPEN EDUCATION AWARD
Sarah Stokes, EdD 
Frazer Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT AWARD
Alannis Davis 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Keisha Deoraj, PhD candidate 
Faculty of Science

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Sanaa Alwidian, PhD
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 
Christian Elia, PhD
Frazer Faculty of Education
Logan Ewanation, PhD
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Mikael Khan, MHS
Faculty of Health Sciences
Sara Taghavi Motlagh, PhD candidate
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

19



ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 31,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.

21



THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The seven gonfalons displayed at the universi-
ty’s Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its six faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Frazer Faculty 
of Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, graduates!

Today, you officially become part of our alumni family, 
which is more than 31,000 strong. You’ve worked hard, 
grown tremendously and shown incredible dedication. 
We’re so proud of all you’ve accomplished.

Your connection with Ontario Tech doesn’t end here, in 
fact, it’s just beginning. As you start this next chapter, 
know that we’re with you every step of the way. Whether 
you’re looking to grow your career, expand your network 
or stay connected to your Ontario Tech roots, we’re here 
to support you.

Stay in touch and take advantage of everything available 
to you as an alum, including career services, exclusive 
perks and benefits, professional development, and 
invitations to events that bring our community together. 
Follow Ontario Tech Alumni on social media and keep an 
eye on your email for updates.

I look forward to seeing you at future alumni events and 
cheering you on as you shape the future. Please join 
us for Homecoming 2025 on Saturday, September 20! 
Watch for more details soon.

Congratulations again!

Patil Mksyartinian
Faculty of Health Sciences,  
Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

AS YOU START THIS NEXT CHAPTER, KNOW THAT 
WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
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For an alternative format of this information, contact marketing@ontariotechu.ca. 
Students included in the program graduated during the Fall and Winter 2025 academic terms. Approved as of May 7, 2025
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