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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well-equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.
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Class of 2025, what a moment! Congratulations 
on this significant achievement. After all your hard 
work, determination and growth, you’ve made it, and 
I couldn’t be more thrilled for you. It’s truly special to 
be surrounded at Convocation by the people who’ve 
cheered you on: your classmates, family and friends. 

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve taken on 
challenges, embraced new ideas and gained valuable 
knowledge and skills that will carry you far. Earning 
your degree is a major milestone that reflects your 
readiness to make a meaningful impact in a rapidly 
changing world. 

As you move into the next stage of your life, keep 
aiming high. I encourage you to remember what 
drives you, stay true to your goals, and continue 
striving for excellence. There’s a wide world of 
opportunity waiting for you, and you have everything it 
takes to rise to the challenge.

No matter where life takes you, remember that your 
Ontario Tech family will always be here to support 
you.

Congratulations again and best of luck as you 
embark on your next adventure!

AS YOU MOVE INTO THE NEXT STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE, KEEP AIMING HIGH. I  
ENCOURAGE YOU TO REMEMBER WHAT 
DRIVES YOU, STAY TRUE TO YOUR GOALS, 
AND CONTINUE STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2024-2025      Members of the Board of Governors

Carla Carmichael

Frank Carnevale

Neeraj Grotra

Matthew Mackenzie

Peter Marchut

Lisa McBride

Laura Money

Michael Rencheck

Hannah Scott

Gaurav Singh

Kim Slade

Dwight Thompson

Emily Whetung-MacInnes

Susanna Zagar

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair

Eric Agius, Vice-Chair

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor

Ahmad Barari

Nolan Bederman

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer 
Chancellor
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AS YOU LOOK AHEAD, LET YOUR PASSIONS 
DRIVE YOU, YOUR PEERS INSPIRE YOU, AND 
YOUR VALUES AND PURPOSE GUIDE YOU.

MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations, class of 2025! Today marks the 
culmination of years of ambition, resilience and 
dedication. You haven’t just earned a degree: you’ve 
shaped your future through every challenge faced 
and every lesson learned. We’re incredibly proud of 
each of you for reaching this milestone!

Your time at Ontario Tech University has been a 
journey of exploration and development, marked by 
academic achievement, personal transformation 
and lifelong connections. As you look ahead, let 
your passions drive you, your peers inspire you, and 
your values and purpose guide you. The knowledge 
and experiences you’ve gained will continue to open 

doors and shape your successful path forward.
We celebrate all you’ve accomplished, and all that’s 
still to come. You are now part of a global community 
of Ontario Tech alumni who exemplify the ideals 
of innovation, integrity and a deep sense of social 
responsibility that lie at the heart of our university. 

As you step boldly into the world, remember: your 
potential is limitless, your ideas have power, and 
your journey is only beginning. Embrace what’s ahead 
with confidence and curiosity. The world needs your 
leadership, creativity, and steadfast commitment to 
making a difference.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor
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Today is a day to celebrate all that you’ve 
accomplished! On behalf of our dedicated faculty and 
staff, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to each 
of you. This milestone represents more than just 
academic success; it reflects your determination, 
bold ideas and pursuit of excellence.  

Your path to get here has been defined by hard 
work, big dreams and an unwavering commitment 
to being the best you can be. You’ve challenged 
yourselves in the classroom and the lab, worked on 
groundbreaking research and projects, and brought 
fresh energy and passion to our community. These 
experiences have prepared you for your next steps 
and for a lifetime of impactful achievements.

As you join our alumni family, I hope you will stay 
connected with us and carry forward the spirit of 
Ontario Tech; be collaborative, inquisitive and driven 
to improve the world around us. Know that we’ll 
always be here to support you, cheer you on and 
welcome you back to campus.

Once again, congratulations on this incredible 
accomplishment.

THIS MILESTONE REPRESENTS MORE THAN 
JUST ACADEMIC SUCCESS; IT REFLECTS 
YOUR DETERMINATION, BOLD IDEAS AND 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
The Honourable Michael H. Tulloch

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the Convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the Convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family using this QR code.

If you need first-aid assistance, please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) on 
Polonsky Commons.  
 
A lost and found station is located in 
Shawenjigewining Hall.
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HONORARY DEGREES
Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater society 
through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy contributions in 
areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

For his distinguished 
leadership within the 
Ontario and Canadian 
judiciary, his tireless 
commitment to advancing 
inclusive justice, and his 
unwavering advocacy for 
diversity and equity, the 

university proudly confers upon The Honourable 
Michael H. Tulloch the honorary degree of Doctor  
of Laws.  

The Honourable Michael H. Tulloch was appointed 
Chief Justice of Ontario and President of the Court of 
Appeal for Ontario in December 2022. He previously 
served as a trial judge on the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice following his appointment in 2003, and 
was later elevated to the Court of Appeal for Ontario 
in 2012. He is the first Black judge appointed to the 
Court of Appeal for Ontario and the first Black Chief 
Justice in any province. 

In 2016, Chief Justice Tulloch was appointed by 
the Ontario government to lead two significant 
independent reviews: one focused on enhancing the 
transparency and accountability of police oversight 
bodies, and the other examining police-public 
interactions, including street checks. 

In the early 1990s, Chief Justice Tulloch worked as 
an assistant Crown attorney in Peel and Toronto. 
During this time, he also served on the government 
response teams for the Martin Committee Review in 
streamlining the criminal justice system, as well as 
for the Commission on Systemic Racism. 

His many professional appointments include 
Distinguished Fellow at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs and Public Policy, as well as Senior Fellow at 
Massey College, both at the University of Toronto. 
He has also been a Distinguished Research 
Fellow in the Centre of Law and Policy at Toronto 
Metropolitan University. Chief Justice Tulloch is also 
a member of the Canadian Judicial Council and a 
founding member and patron of the Second Chance 
Scholarship Foundation. 

Chief Justice Tulloch holds a Bachelor of Arts from 
York University and a Bachelor of Laws from Osgoode 
Hall Law School. He has also received several 
previous honorary degrees.

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
The Honourable Michael H. Tulloch | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
HEALTH SCIENCES
Leanne Kathryn Elliott

Thesis Title: Optimizing 
Training Designs and 
Elevating Reporting 
Standards in Simulation-
Based Medical Education

Irmina Klicnik

Thesis Title: Redefining 
Active Aging: Critical 
Insights from Different 
Living Environments

Volletta Malta Peters

Thesis Title: Exploring the 
Lived Experience of Aging 
Among Older Adults Who 
Are Chronically Homeless

Bridve Sivakumar

Thesis Title: Co-Design and 
Evaluation of a mHealth 
Intervention to Enhance 
Dietary Self-management 
and Adherence in Patients 
with Heart Failure

MASTER OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES
Adetomilola Mojirade Alaga

Refka Albayati

Outstanding Master’s 
Thesis Award

Benjamin Payne Allen

Justin Curtis Cormier

Ryuta Dharmaputra

Leila Farsi

Glory Alexandra Gabel

Alexandre Nicholas 
Kalogerakis

Shakiba Kamalinejad

Maykah Isis Lochan-Aristide

Manisha Peters

Kaitlin Ramkumar

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Anita Damjee

Emily Marie DeSantis

Shobha Gudimella

Sidratum Muntaha Miah

Amber Lee Newport

Helen Joyce Peak

Gowthamanilampari 
Sundralingam

Hui Wang

BACHELOR OF ALLIED 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
(HONOURS)
Harmanjot Kaur 

Judith Bartlett

Monika Hajnal Berinde

Matthew Coleman Bradley

Tracy Ann Bromell

Angela Esi Bruce 

Stephanie-Ann Byfield 

Erin Michelle Cannon 

Erin Olivia Collins

Melissa Karen Derksen 

Alesha Drew 

David Mitchell Dupre 

Marissa Lucie Gauthier

Elizabeth Renée Gump 

Kifah Hassan

Maggie Lynn Hearns 

Nicole Shona Husing

Dimuthu Jayatilaka

Jacob Frayer Jorz 

Ceara Kujanpaa 

Anne-Marie Erin Louie 

Oleksandra Machynia 

Jasleen Mahil 

Madison Nicole  
Mathwich 

Riley-Jo McEvoy 

Edma Joy Yee McManus

Hailey Marie Mullin

Shanique Nelson 

Gagandeep Kaur Punia

Dhamini Yonna Renghen 

Jhennel Shanna-Kaye 
Robinson 

Cailey Kezia Sarginson 

Ramanjit Kaur Sekhon 

Vithika Selvarajah

Joanna Ching Man Sin 

Kristin Elizabeth  
Spafford 

Justin William Dawson  
Street 

Catherine Tempest

Frances Anne Santos Timbol

Rachel Jean Totaram 

Rebecca Lynn Marsaw van 
Donkersgoed 

Ruqayya Waheed 

Brady Charles Wills

Shae-Lynn Rose Young

Payton Sophia Ziebarth

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS)
Fiza Abdul

Oreoluwa Adenike Adekunle

Javaria Ali

Arwaa Tareq Almaghrabi

Victory Eguono Asini

Fatima Azeem 

Parkarun Singh Brar

Huda Burhan 

Victoria Catherine  
DaCosta 

Marwa Ali Dari

Anita Demir

Shoulleth Domingos

Marianne Tiamzon  
Elegores 

Nawal Saleh Elshamiy 

Toluwanimi Esther Falayi 

Mohammad Taha Fani 
Yeganeh

Areej Fatima

Michelle Gauvreau

Mariah Ghalayini 

Payton Danielle Harrison

Gabrielle Anne Velayo Hilario

Kathy Huang

Paul Ibrahim

Navdeep Jassi

Boloumbele Emidzidzo Joffa

Harmohit Kaur

Miriam Kesela

Kyuri Kim 

Keegan Douglas McNenly

Anchala Meialagan

Jazmin Marie Pereira 

Tamanna Qayumi 

Norah Raechel Renu

Amber Fatima Rizvi 

John Wayne Rodrigues

Dilothi Selvarajah 

Lauren Madonna Shields

Sandra Sabrina Stoikoff

Wania Fatima Syed 

Hargobind Singh Tatla

Pia Andrea Tenoso

Nana Akua Acheamma Tutu

Kawsar U Rahman

Oghenetega Chisimdi  
Ubor 

Jannany Uthayasivam 

Zariah Cathlin Watson 

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS), 
KINESIOLOGY
Taylor Erin Albanese

Sammy Anthony Aligiannis

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
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Jordana Lena-May Alleyne-
Swaby

Zainab Mustafa Almosa

Atmajan Amirthalingam 

Mehak Azhar

Junbae Bang 

Emma-Jayne Barron 

Ryan Ameen Gordon Basha

Namiha Bavananthan

Emmanuel David Belle

Ankur Ajay Bhanushali

Sheldon Joseph Morrison 
Brown 

Mackenzie Kianna Browne

Riley Keith Brunton

Aleena Butt 

Fatimah Hina Chaudhary

Xiaotian Chen

Emma Chisholm 

Benjamin Christie

Talia Grace Ciampo 

Mason Wade Cloud 

Althephany Cota

Blake Raymond  
Cunningham 

Annika Jadyn Dale

Daniel Moses Michael Darrell

Melissa Ann De Rose 

Jacob Ashmeade Devers 

Simran Kaur Dhesi

Adam Joseph Dumais

Malak Osama Eid 

Fatima Fatty

Dale Jocelyn Faubert 

Emily Cela Gallant

Caitlin Jade Gaudet

Hayden Christopher Glover 

Tyler Gould-Reed

Katrina Jade Gromek 

Zainab Yusuf Hanslod

Julia Adelaide Hicks 

Brooke Isabelle  
Hildenbrand 

Mark Stephen Homeniuk 

Michael Huynh

Julia Annette Jackson 

Aqsa Jamil 

Hayley Emmanuelle  
Janes 

Nallyssa Mitlia-Jacqueline 
Jones

Sabrina Juan 

Ashhad Anzar Khan

Hera Ayub Khan

Harman Khokhar

Jaryd Yu Tsuyuki Kimura

Jessica Mae King 

Madison Kristina Klaas 

Arshad Latiff

Maustyn Macauley Long

Julia Louise Kate Lucas 

Hannah Jayne Lywood  
 

Emileigh Mary Anne  
Macphie 

Brandon Samuel Martin 

Jessica Faith Martin

Sanam Masjidi

Tatiana Alexandra Masmela 
Moreno

Zoe Marie McGee 

Sidney Kyle Meggeson

Romeo Giovanni Mendez 

Ryan Peter Meredith

Munene Kabeere MMbijjewe

Andrew Warren Austin  
Morris 

Jaden Ireland Kathleen 
Murphy-Musclow

Kirsten Melissa Nowell 

Christine Odenwald 

Kendra Robin Ann Orr

Tamunoibifiri Quincy  
Owen-Brown

Janvi Samir Patel 

Laniece Nicolette Pavek

John Petkovski 

Maideillys Del Carmen 
Quijada Aguilar 

Sayeda Zainab Raza 

Sabrina Ann Rennie

Naomi Nicaela Ricafort

Keenan Albert Robins 

Alexander William Russell

Chloe Brianna Sadorsky

Jonathan Matthew Sain 

Tia Kyla Schaffer 

Ayush Rajesh Shali

Evan Joshua Shillabeer 

Anasha Lalita Singh

Israel Faith Sitzer

Nolan Joseph Smith

Victoria Skye Solti 

Karlie Rachel Vera Stewart

Erin Elizabeth Terry

Jaimie Victoria Timbol 

Sierra Kiyoko Tohana-Belisle

Michelle Carla Verschueren

Bob Micah Fadul Villegas 

Meshalan Vilosanan

Jan Mary Joyce Ramirez 
Voluntad 

Makenna Brooke Wahrer

Kayla Angeline Welk 

James White 

Sara Anne Wylie 

Alison Yip 

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS), 
MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SCIENCE
Sarah Saad Al-Bayati

Eram Amat-Al-Baqi Ali

Zahra’a Al-shemkhani 

Sommai Aslan 

Itesiwaju Banjoko

Andrea Yuliana Barrantes 
Madrigal

Kevin Lap Kan Chan 

Caroline Cheng 

Taylor Marie Cumming

Ola Elziny 

Jessica Diane Marjorie 
Emblem

Kayla Nicole Francis

Anne Maria Gerald

Joudi Hamad

Noor Hamadi 

Sarah Ijaz

Saba Ismail Karodia 

Samaa Lariya 

Jenelle Li

Celeste Lorusso

Franz Andrew Manuel 

Cody Micosa

Brittany Milligan 

Bryan Coel Morton 

Aayat Batool Naqvi 

Hillary Noelle Newark 

Isabella Maria Northey

Amanda Oake 

Daniela Panea 

Aryan Patel 

Nikita Patel 

Rhythm Niteshkumar  
Patel 

Rheanne Angelika Ped

Rachael Petherick 

Taranjeet Saini 

Ruhsha Bin Sajid 

Naila Salam 

Noor Sultan Syed

Victoria Tat 

Amber-Lynn Tran

Kelly Tran 

Alyssa Tran 

Kimberley Anne Van Hoesel

Shannon Yue 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING (HONOURS)
Elham Abidi-Zadeh 

Lynda Acheampong

Connor Emmanuel Adams

Adwoa Afra Addae 

Shileola Abiola Adegboyega

Oluwadamilola Gloria Afolabi

Sahar Ahmadi 

Danish Izhaan Ahmed 

Keka Ahmed 

Maryam Ahmed 

Muna Ahmed

Zainab Ahsan 

Solah Akhunzada

Sidrah Ali

Erfan Zarnagh Alizadeh 

Jeffrey Addison Russell Alty

Khadijah Letetia Amartey

Marzieh Amiri 

Ankita Anil

Christine Diane Rull Arroyo

Krussny Arunanthy 
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Eghosa Michael Asemota

Amber Jane Atienza 

Kashaf Ilyas Awan 

Toluwani Ogheneruro Awe

Mojisola Olabisi Banjoko

Sinziana Monica Barbur

Kaylyn Alicia  
Barnes-Stewart 

Alena Basieva

Hannah Mae Duhina Bayogos

Joshua O’Neil Belen

Nikita Olivia Bingham

Micaela Naomi Bircham 

Robyn Lynn Black

Stephanie Bowers

Tracey Bowles 

Maria Eliza Damian Brandes 
Ngo

Vanessa Olivia Briguglio

Catherine Kaith Bugarin

LeeAnn Burgon 

Noelle Paige Butt 

Rosemary Campbell 

Madeline Elizabeth Carter

Bianca Fiorina Castriota

Joanna Charles

Chelsea Mira Mafor Chibikom

Sydney Chua-Rhamdeen

Kaitlin Justine Coleman

Jennifer Collens 

Camryn Summer Cruz

Destiny Felicity Dallas

Madelyn Betty Dalton

Benjamin Townsend  
Davies 

Maggie Devlin 

Sophia Ysabelle Montenegro 
Diego

Hue Van Dien 

Rasiga Dilogen

Damaris Augustine Manalili 
Domingo 

Renee Marie Dominguez

Amenze Edokpolo 

Emily Enakeme Egbowawa 

Onize Queen Ekome 

Tiler Jade Ellery 

Sumaitah Fadle Aziz

Khadeeja Fakhridin 

Jaclyn Dawn Finney 

Daryl Cir Forte

Maureen Mugeni Francis

Kerenza Margaret Jowanet 
Freemantle

Ivana Freitas

Piolo Gabriel J. Gabito

Fasika Gizaw  
Gebremedhin 

Taylor Judith Gibson

Joanna Roxanne Gilbuena

Daniella Samantha Girgis 

Cristina Marina Gonzalez 
Salinas

Tara Melanie  
Goulbourne-Forrester 

Madelyn Hope Graansma

Jorden Therese Grady

Jessica Dawn Grant

Agnieszka Faustyna  
Grzywna 

Demiah Hamilton

Natalie Raafat Hanna

Kate Lauren Hardy

Abby Grace Honsberger

Sarah Raeanne Hood

Jaclyn M. Hooey

Stanley Huang

Yongyi Sally Huang

Aaliyah Alexis Hunt

Karly Lawrencia Hunter 

Leilani Igene

Haley Rebecca Inkpen 

Ajibike Olayiwola Isijola

Joshua Jeddy Jackson

Neera Jalanthiran

Farida Jamshid 

Harisan Jegatheeswaran

Toluwa Oshokhayame Jegede

Melvin John

Jeneen Stephanie Joseph-
John

Kavishka Kalainban

Krisnave Kalanathan

Payton Catherine Kaleta

Barinder Kaur Kambo

Weimin Kan

Daina Leigh Katajamaki

Rachael Kelly 

Heidi Kent

Rima Meher Khan 

Joanna Mirae Kim 

Stephanie Joan Fabiane 
Kothbauer 

Attila Kovacs 

Jessica Ruth Doreen Kuipers

Piraveenaa Kunarajah

Angela Ladouceur

Mitchell Lam-Dang

Shivani Leakram 

Madison Ann Leatherdale 

Emma Thuy Theresa  
Leblanc 

Priyanka Loganathan

Charissa Eunice Lopez 

Shannon Luckovitch 

Anna-Marie Lunman 

Allison Theresia Lynch

Ruchika Magapu

Gabrielle Teffeney Mahon

Naomi Martella

Andreea Renee Marutza

Haedyn Mackenzie Rose 
Mash

Beulah Jerin Mathitharan

Marlin Mati 

Hamida Mawani 

Abigail Calita Mcanuff

Carrie Leigh McBride

Latisha Maria Melody 
McDonald 

Angela McGaghey 

Bryanna Elisabeth Rose 
McGregor

Kathryn Erica McNish 

Catherine Janice  
Mesenchuk 

Emmanuella Lendo Milandu

Anam Mastoor Mohammed

Zainab Suleman Motala

Margaux Sealtiel Naorbe

Ian Ravindra Narain

Nisharna Nimales

Jennifer Beth Noel 

Ngozi Esther Obiako

John Lester Ocampo

Jamison Elizabeth  
O’Neill 

Janice Annita Palmer

Jashan Pannu 

Esther Park

Dhruvi Patel 

Rachel Permaul

Kristopher Satchin Persaud

Matthew Khushant Persaud

Hannah Arkady Petter

Tashi Phuntsok

Shyanne Christine Glenda 
Pierog-Taylor

Gregory Michael Pinkney 

Garming Poon 

Nithin Prasad

Betsy Maria Prince

Ella Pringle

Kiera Protain-Hood

Julia Melody Racine

Sujaney Rameshkumar

Christine Joyce Mariano 
Ramos 

Lema Ranzooryar

Abira Reenesh 

Yufei Ren 

Ron Gabriel Delos Reyes

Adyson Azia Ritchie 

Andiya Bleu Ritchie 

Sanaz Rostami Dasht 

Sarissa Rachael Ryan

Irmandeep Kaur Sahota 

Simrat K. Sahota

Ashley Vanessa Salas Vargas

Kristina Kelly Amaza Salud

Adrienne Mackenzie Salvail 

Colleen Margaret  
Saunders-Cartier

Annanya Sayed

Cassandra Seepersad 

Gabriel Sepahi

John Ervin Sevilla

Teresa Serena Sforza

Michele Shalizi 

Lynsey Ann Sheridan 

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal    Governor General’s Silver Medal  16



Taryn L. Shipley

Laurie Slater

Deborah Cassia Smikle

James Grant Smith

Kelly So 

Neraya Sri Sakthivel 

Valerie Suzanne Staves

Meghan Melissa Stewart 

Zahra Sultani 

Thea Katelynn Tabone 

Sidonia Talmaciu

Chloe Victoria Tapper

Sophia Thai 

Jena Marie Thompson

Macey Marie Turner

Promise Ukomadu

Maryam Uzman

Sindugi Thabenthiren 
Vairamuthu 

Hayley Emma Van Der  
Voort 

Emily Jane Veale

Reena Aarin Victor

Nicole Elizabeth Walters

Janelle Walton 

Shae-Ann Thalia Watson 

Iryna Weston 

Lexi Anne White

Kiyara Chantuli Wijetunga 

Yeu Yee Wong 

Hannah Katrina C. Yarcia

Ingyeong Yoo 

Goldianne Yu 

Mostafa Zahirisaransari

Destiny Zand

Baneen Zehra
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Jeremy James Hannah 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),
Networking and Information Technology Security

FRAZER FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Fleur Grace D’Sylva
Bachelor of Arts (Honours), 
Educational Studies

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Isabel Julianna Smith
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours),
Electrical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Hannah Jayne Lywood
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Olivia Veronica Ziarno
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Biological Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Beverly Faye Gary
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Communication and Digital Media Studies

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

The Outstanding Thesis Award was established in 
2016 to recognize students graduating from both 
thesis-based master’s programs and thesis-based 
doctoral programs. The award winners are determined 
by a University Selection Committee, chaired by the 
Associate Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 
and consisting of a membership of graduate faculty 
members who represent diverse research disciplines.
 
To be considered, students must meet the  
following criteria:
 
•	 Cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher.
•	 Received an outcome of Acceptable without  

Required Revisions or Acceptable with Minor  
Revisions at their thesis defense.

•	 No academic offenses on their record.

Master’s Thesis
This award recognizes graduating master’s students 
who have written an outstanding thesis that has made 
or is expected to make a significant contribution to 
their field of study.

2025 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENTS
Refka Albayati 
Master of Health Sciences
Abraham Amini  
Master of Science in Modelling  
and Computational Science
Jakob Ethan Anderson 
Master of Science in Computer Science
Andrew Emmanuel Bondoc 
Master of Applied Science in Mechanical Engineering
Sarah Mirella Marguerite Kirkpatrick 
Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

Doctoral Thesis
This award recognizes a graduating doctoral student 
who has written an outstanding doctoral thesis that 
represents a remarkably impactful contribution to 
their field of research.

2025 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT

Akash Samanta 

 Doctor of Philosophy in Electrical  
 and Computer Engineering
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Akash Samanta 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Hannah Jayne Lywood 
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Tanner Mirrlees, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Laura Banks, PhD  
Faculty of Health Sciences

LEARNING RE-IMAGINED AWARD
Amir Rastpour, PhD  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

OPEN EDUCATION AWARD
Sarah Stokes, EdD 
Frazer Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT AWARD
Alannis Davis 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Keisha Deoraj, PhD candidate 
Faculty of Science

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Sanaa Alwidian, PhD
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 
Christian Elia, PhD
Frazer Faculty of Education
Logan Ewanation, PhD
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Mikael Khan, MHS
Faculty of Health Sciences
Sara Taghavi Motlagh, PhD candidate
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 31,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The seven gonfalons displayed at the universi-
ty’s Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its six faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Frazer Faculty 
of Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, graduates!

Today, you officially become part of our alumni family, 
which is more than 31,000 strong. You’ve worked hard, 
grown tremendously and shown incredible dedication. 
We’re so proud of all you’ve accomplished.

Your connection with Ontario Tech doesn’t end here, in 
fact, it’s just beginning. As you start this next chapter, 
know that we’re with you every step of the way. Whether 
you’re looking to grow your career, expand your network 
or stay connected to your Ontario Tech roots, we’re here 
to support you.

Stay in touch and take advantage of everything available 
to you as an alum, including career services, exclusive 
perks and benefits, professional development, and 
invitations to events that bring our community together. 
Follow Ontario Tech Alumni on social media and keep an 
eye on your email for updates.

I look forward to seeing you at future alumni events and 
cheering you on as you shape the future. Please join 
us for Homecoming 2025 on Saturday, September 20! 
Watch for more details soon.

Congratulations again!

Patil Mksyartinian
Faculty of Health Sciences,  
Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

AS YOU START THIS NEXT CHAPTER, KNOW THAT 
WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
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