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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well-equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.
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Class of 2025, what a moment! Congratulations 
on this significant achievement. After all your hard 
work, determination and growth, you’ve made it, and 
I couldn’t be more thrilled for you. It’s truly special to 
be surrounded at Convocation by the people who’ve 
cheered you on: your classmates, family and friends. 

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve taken on 
challenges, embraced new ideas and gained valuable 
knowledge and skills that will carry you far. Earning 
your degree is a major milestone that reflects your 
readiness to make a meaningful impact in a rapidly 
changing world. 

As you move into the next stage of your life, keep 
aiming high. I encourage you to remember what 
drives you, stay true to your goals, and continue 
striving for excellence. There’s a wide world of 
opportunity waiting for you, and you have everything it 
takes to rise to the challenge.

No matter where life takes you, remember that your 
Ontario Tech family will always be here to support 
you.

Congratulations again and best of luck as you 
embark on your next adventure!

AS YOU MOVE INTO THE NEXT STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE, KEEP AIMING HIGH. I  
ENCOURAGE YOU TO REMEMBER WHAT 
DRIVES YOU, STAY TRUE TO YOUR GOALS, 
AND CONTINUE STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2024-2025      Members of the Board of Governors

Carla Carmichael

Frank Carnevale

Neeraj Grotra

Matthew Mackenzie

Peter Marchut

Lisa McBride

Laura Money

Michael Rencheck

Hannah Scott

Gaurav Singh

Kim Slade

Dwight Thompson

Emily Whetung-MacInnes

Susanna Zagar

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair

Eric Agius, Vice-Chair

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor

Ahmad Barari

Nolan Bederman

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer 
Chancellor
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AS YOU LOOK AHEAD, LET YOUR PASSIONS 
DRIVE YOU, YOUR PEERS INSPIRE YOU, AND 
YOUR VALUES AND PURPOSE GUIDE YOU.

MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations, class of 2025! Today marks the 
culmination of years of ambition, resilience and 
dedication. You haven’t just earned a degree: you’ve 
shaped your future through every challenge faced 
and every lesson learned. We’re incredibly proud of 
each of you for reaching this milestone!

Your time at Ontario Tech University has been a 
journey of exploration and development, marked by 
academic achievement, personal transformation 
and lifelong connections. As you look ahead, let 
your passions drive you, your peers inspire you, and 
your values and purpose guide you. The knowledge 
and experiences you’ve gained will continue to open 

doors and shape your successful path forward.
We celebrate all you’ve accomplished, and all that’s 
still to come. You are now part of a global community 
of Ontario Tech alumni who exemplify the ideals 
of innovation, integrity and a deep sense of social 
responsibility that lie at the heart of our university. 

As you step boldly into the world, remember: your 
potential is limitless, your ideas have power, and 
your journey is only beginning. Embrace what’s ahead 
with confidence and curiosity. The world needs your 
leadership, creativity, and steadfast commitment to 
making a difference.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor

9



Today is a day to celebrate all that you’ve 
accomplished! On behalf of our dedicated faculty and 
staff, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to each 
of you. This milestone represents more than just 
academic success; it reflects your determination, 
bold ideas and pursuit of excellence.  

Your path to get here has been defined by hard 
work, big dreams and an unwavering commitment 
to being the best you can be. You’ve challenged 
yourselves in the classroom and the lab, worked on 
groundbreaking research and projects, and brought 
fresh energy and passion to our community. These 
experiences have prepared you for your next steps 
and for a lifetime of impactful achievements.

As you join our alumni family, I hope you will stay 
connected with us and carry forward the spirit of 
Ontario Tech; be collaborative, inquisitive and driven 
to improve the world around us. Know that we’ll 
always be here to support you, cheer you on and 
welcome you back to campus.

Once again, congratulations on this incredible 
accomplishment.

THIS MILESTONE REPRESENTS MORE THAN 
JUST ACADEMIC SUCCESS; IT REFLECTS 
YOUR DETERMINATION, BOLD IDEAS AND 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Ms. Arlene Dickinson

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the Convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the Convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family using this QR code.

If you need first-aid assistance, please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) on 
Polonsky Commons.  
 
A lost and found station is located in 
Shawenjigewining Hall.
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HONORARY DEGREES
Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater society 
through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy contributions in 
areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

For her exceptional 
leadership in Canadian 
business, innovation and 
philanthropy, and her 
demonstrated commitment 
to community service,  
the university proudly 
confers upon Ms. Arlene 

Dickinson the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.  

Ms. Dickinson is a renowned entrepreneur who has 
made a significant impact on Canada’s business 
landscape. She is the Founder and General Partner 
of District Ventures Capital, a venture capital fund 
dedicated to supporting the food and beverage 
industry, as well as the health and wellness sectors.  

Beyond her entrepreneurial ventures, she is 
widely recognized for her role on the hit television 
program Dragons’ Den. As the longest-serving 
female Dragon, she spent 15 seasons mentoring 
numerous entrepreneurs and helping grow Canadian 
businesses.

Ms. Dickinson is also deeply committed to 
supporting education and community development. 
Through Venturepark Labs, a non-profit organization 
she champions, she helps early-stage entrepreneurs 
turn their ideas into thriving businesses.

A three-time best-selling author and sought-after 
public speaker, she shares her expertise to inspire 
and empower future leaders. Her philanthropic 
efforts include advocating for food security through 
her involvement with Second Harvest, Canada’s 
largest food rescue charity, which redistributes 
surplus food to communities in need.

Her outstanding achievements have earned her 
many prestigious awards, including induction into 
Canada’s Most Powerful Women Top 100 Hall of 
Fame, recognition as one of Chatelaine’s Top 100 
Women Business Owners, and membership in the 
Marketing Hall of Legends. She has also received 
multiple honorary degrees, the Pinnacle Award for 
Excellence, and both the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
and Platinum Jubilee Awards.

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Ms. Arlene Dickinson | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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MASTER OF ARTS, 
EDUCATION 
Angela Maria Walsh

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Rimsha Ijaz Ahmad

Shayne Ivanna Babb

Mitchell Kevin Edward Blimkie

Jean Boampong

Brenda Rita Carr

Shari-Lee Castello

Emily D’Aguanno

Maria D’Aguanno

Mandeep Kaur Deogon

Rebecca Erin Deutschmann

Michael Dick

Mackenzie Calloway Douglas

Audrey Dublin

Kirubha Elangovan

Onokurhefe Annabel Emore

Joy Ade Enahoro

Abdullahi Abdikarim Farah

Erica Diana Ferlisi

Michael Paul Gervais

Brian Ho Sang

Anojah Jackson

Malicsa Jaggernauth

Kaitlyn Kassidy Jansen

Joycelyn Kelly

Dawn Lemanis

Melissa Macchione

Sara Vincenza Marrelli

Danielle Alicia McGuire

James McLeod

Erin Dawn Merkley

Roman Naghshi

Daniel Owusu Obeng

Raagavi Parathan

Marco Pereira

Lisa Marie Ramsden

Christopher Hughie Edward 
Read

Novera Roihan

Maura Scollard

Katheryne E. Stewart

Robert Strazhnik

Sabryna Kylie Sullivan

Angela Celeste Valela

Toby Wong

Jaclyn Abigail Young

Sonia Zadra

Enas Osama Ahmed Zaghloul

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
EDUCATION AND DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGIES
Julianna Diane Cougle

Andrea Ruth Gill

Nicole Muchos

Sandra Melva Adele Ravary

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION
Nabila Abdul 

Tiffany Abel 

Aneesa Fatuma Anita  
Adamu 

Ayesha Ahmed 

Wamanyi Anita Ajala 

Anabel Alvarado Vidana 

Julia Maria Amaral 

Jacqueline Emily Marie 
Anderson 

Grazyna Ewa Angiers 

Sidra Anwar 

Rachel Rakavi Aravindan 

Venusha Arulvelrajah 

Alexander John Asada 

Alanna Kathy Assenza 

Scott David Baker 

Mackenzie Barr 

Natalie Kendra Bates 

Taylor Marie Beam 

Alexa Morgan Agnes Beith 

Georgia Mae Bender 

Grace Margaret  
Blamauer 

Bella Grace Kathleen 
Bowman 

Connor Campbell Boyd 

Ella Rae Stella Breen 

Giulia Noemi Broccoli 

Zachary David Bujold 

Melissa Reta Marie Burke 

Nicholas Butty 

Colin Robert Byers 

Griffin Michael Pargana 
Caldwell 

Helen Victoria Camacho 

Alessia Canestraro 

Marianne Rivera Capulong 

Domenico Salvatore Giovanni 
Cedrone 

Jillian Celetti 

Karlo Gabriel Castrillo  
Cenizal 

Simran Chahal 

Kaitlyn April Chicoyne 

Mya Ariel Ching’anda 

Christopher Bryson Coker 

Emma Rachel Collins 

Meghan Collins 

Sean Michael Connolly 

Emma Louise Coppins 

Joel Mitchell Criconet

Megan Alexandra 
Cunningham 

Kailey Hilja Curtis 

Georgia Damianou 

Michelle Amanda Daye 

Samantha Maria Alvarado de 
Sousa 

Sophia Del Medico 

Alexander Lucas Di  
Foglio 

Cyann Dias 

Adam Francesco Digiacinto 

Christian Nathaniel Barrington 
Dodd 

Bruwa Fidelia D’Souza 

Ethan Michael Reynold 
Duggan 

Jessica Beverley Duncan 

Nadine Lilian Edney 

Mahtab Enshaei 

Neha Atiq Farooqui 

Alexa Grace Feasby 

Sydney Jane  
Ferneyhough 

Robin Ashley Findlay 

Jenna Elizabeth Folk 

Paul Jeremy C. Fontanilla 

Stephanie Frantellizzi 

Emily Rosalie Gagne 

Kirstin Sky Galata 

Haley Jane Garcia 

Jenna Bianco Giardullo 

Madison Anne Giroux 

Tommaso Leucio Grande 

Savannah Michaela  
Greene 

Christopher Guglielmi 

Shikha Gupta 

Katelyn Sophie Hawrylak 

Reilly S. Howe 

Lauren Taylor Hundt 

Mahado Aden Hussein 

Shoaiba Bilquis Hyder 

Sandra Ikladious 

Irene Joyal Irimpan 

Ieva Jean 

Eelavan Jeevarajah 

Jared Jesse Mark  
Johnson 

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025

FRAZER FACULTY OF EDUCATION
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Alexa Matula Johnstone 

Laurel Simone Julien 

Krystal Grace Caroline 
Keating 

Siobhan Mary-Ellen Keenan

Lacey Kendall 

Samia Marissa Khalifa 

Yasha Khan 

Nicole Audrey Khublal 

Devon Stuart King 

Tyler Ryan Kirkby 

Olexa Valanna Kobyleckyj 

Bryan Wan Fu Lan 

Lauren Anna LaValley 

Jordan Nicole Lefebvre 

Mekhiah Leith 

Janessa Darlene Chung-ying 
Lewis 

Xiangxin Li 

Luciano Cesare Lollino 

Emma Rose Long 

Wenqing Lu 

Evan Benjamin Petznick 
Macklem 

Najmah Madahey 

Vithuna Maheswaran 

An Thi Thuy Mai 

Michael Maksimenko 

Rachel Samantha  
Manneh 

Piriyanthy Manokar 

Francis Paguio Manuel 

Judean Martin 

Meghan Laura Martin 

Matthew Jacob Mattila 

Frediani Ritarose McCabe 
Gray 

Maral Mehrfard 

Gabrielle Warden  
Meraglia 

Kathleen Micu 

Reilly Blaine Missen 

Catherine Marie Villegas 
Moday 

Denise Frances  
Munsayac 

Arajenthira Narenthira 

Janessa Natale 

Ashley Dawn Nearing 

Hillary Ngan 

Laura Nicholson 

Lucas John Michael 
Nicholson 

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Nicol 

Olivia Noce 

Kirsten Ormiston 

Krista Nicole Paez 

Katrina Pappas 

Patricia Pardatscher 

Hailee Elizabeth Parsons 

Amanda Elizabeth Pavon 

Melissa Allison Pereira 

Aidan Joseph  
Perez-Ignacio 

Eljo Perumcheril Chacko 

Tyler Joseph Pocock 

Jacob Ponte

Maeya Ruth Price 

Arthikha Rahunathan 

Emma Nicole Ramsay 

Daniella Randazzo 

Julia Leah Randazzo 

Christina Marie Read 

Madiha Saeed 

Matthew Ryan Saito 

Arifa Samad

Simran Kaur Sandhu 

Christopher Andrew  
Sapiano 

Emma Celeste McNeely 
Saramaki 

Matthew Bacchus Satar 

Mikayla Scornaienchi 

Selina Katia Setrakian 

Rohit Singh 

Demitra Georgia Skrivanos 

Alexa Taylor Smith

Cerian Elisabeth Smith 

Charlotte May Smith 

Connor Eric Smith 

Genavieve Smith 

Ekaterina Snegur 

Madeline Michaela Samantha 
Snider 

Natalia Sarah Annette  
Snow 

Jordan Danielle Snowden 

Savannah Lillian Reim 
Soliman 

Laura Ann Spirou 

Lexy Mara Staresinic 

Jordan Stewart-Littlechild 

Leah Elizabeth Storms 

Logan Hailey Tait 

Nicole Teofanov 

Shasmika Thiagarajah

Mathieu Timothy Peter 
Thomas 

Tameka Camelle Thomas 

James Alexander  
Thompson 

Kendra Jane Sandra 
Thompson 

Latoya Annalee  
Thompson 

Amalia Henriques Toner 

Navdeep Toor 

Mackenzie Jeneen Toth 

Deanna Marie-Grace  
Tsotsos 

Bridget Marie Tynan 

Cassandra Deborah Van  
Dorp 

Tyler Varga 

Mikayla Joan Wake 

Arzou Wali 

Mackenzie Lynn Walker 

Natalie Ginette  
Waterston 

Denise Diana Abila  
Williams 

Mackenzie Dianne Wray 

Jiewen Xu 

Alexia Zambri 

Ashley Nicole Zarudny 

Mengting Zhang 

Yi Mian Zhang 

Sophia Trinity Zois 

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES
Asmaa Hassan Abdelaatti 

Rakia Aboughoche 

Alham Ahmed

Kimberly Allard 

James Joseph Alpaugh 

Lesa-Marie Andrew 

Micaela Francesca  
Arabia 

Camila Haviera Arriagada 
Jaubre 

Alicia Elizabeth Atikian 

Xianlu Bai 

Angela Balgobin 

Joshua Ernest Barkley

Meagan Elizabeth  
Beaudoin 

Brooke Ashton Benson 

Kimberley Anne Bishop 

Jamie S. Boisclair 

Carley Mary-Ann Bone 

Kimberly Anne Boss 

Danielle Catherine Brosseau

Amanda Margaret Brown 

Nataliya Bukovska 

Maria Alejandra Burbano 
Cortes

Saba Burhan 

Nicholas Allan Burrows

Alaina Suzanne Busby 

Mahrukh Kamran Butt 

Jerrica Cameron

Alexandra C. Capretta 

Sean Carmichael 

Rebecca Carruthers 

Andrea Sarah  
Casselman 

Jonathon Vincent  
Cattrysse 

Xiaojun Cheng 

Grant Alexander Cherrier 

Brianna Esperanza Clark 

Alexis Erin Colautti 

Michelangela Collura 

Jessica Janine Julia  
Connolly 

Jessica Anne Louise  
Cook 

Oliviah Lynn Rylee  
Dadswell 

Jordan Alexander Daley 

Amanda Michelle Dasilva

Ayona Monay  
Davidson-Simpson

Lucy De Melo 
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Sarajane Garcia Ditotto 

Doreen Samantha Dixon 

Bersaly Pascale Dolcine 

Tanice Monique Donaldson 

Tara Katherine Dorgan

Kiran Kaur Dosanjh 

Fleur Grace D’Sylva 

Tara Emel 

Valerie Mary English 

Reihane Etekali 

Carisa Laura Frederick 

Kaitlyn Chloe Garbutt 

Irene Amanda Ghawaly 

Hannah Joni-Marie  
Gibson 

Maria Rosa Giorgio 

Sarah Goldwin 

Katherine Gulizia 

Sarah Anne Guthrie 

Katherine Elizabeth Hall 

Jennifer Rosa Hardy 

Alexandra Hasbun

Crystal Hernandez-Castellon 

Lisa Joan Hickey 

Jasmine Alexandra Deanna 
Hilts 

April Mary Ruth Hogan 

Jade Erica Hunt-Miller

Amanda Michelle Lopes 
Iraheta 

Colleen Jackson 

Xuemei Jiang 

Chantal Dawn Jones

Amanpreet Kaur

Simrandeep Kaur 

Dania Kazkaz 

TK Kelly 

Samantha Elizabeth Kerr 

Teresa Jean-Ann Kostiuk 

Stephanie Mary Lamb 

Chloe Elizabeth McFadden 
Langedyk

Kayla Laviolette 

Mariah Amanda Lawrence

Kaitlin Marie Caetano 
Leliopoulos

Katrina Levato 

Emily Grace Ling

Maryam Mahmoodkhani 

Minh Nhut Mai 

Harvir Kaur Mangat 

Jasmine Marshall 

Joanne Michelle  
Matheson-Walker 

Pamela Valerie Mary Elise 
Mathias 

Sarah Maxwell 

Kaitlyn McGinn 

Katarina Alexandra  
Medeiros 

Anika Mengi 

Isabella Mia Mercurio 

Gabriela Lourdes Merlos 
Carpio 

Sarah Lindsay Middlestadt 

Hamza Tariq Vazir  
Mohammad 

Joseph Riley Monaghan 

Erika Montgomery 

Erin Moreau 

Katelyn Susan Morley 

Konstantina Tina Nicolis 

Sarah Louise Nyberg 

Ebunoluwa Stella Oni 

Adele Brittany Ostric 

Josey Kunigunda Panke 

Selena Marie Parravano 

Suha Peracha

Tailor Elizabeth Potter 

Holly Primosig 

Kayla Nichole Rochelle 
Quinton 

Johanne Christine Rae  
Marino 

Ameera Raheema  
Rahaman 

Jayme Simonne Ralston

Erum Rana 

Kristen Mary Ellen Riley 

Melissa Robertson 

Mercedes Faith Ann  
Rogers 

Jasper Romo 

Nicole Theresa Sager 

Jennifer Joan  
Scott-McKenzie 

Tima Daud Shah 

Sunita Rani Sharma 

Mackenzie Sprague 

Kristin Elizabeth Stam 

Lauren Sterling 

Leah Marie Sutherland 

Nashrah Syed 

Rida Mubarak Syeda

Jessica Tambeau 

Yixia Tao 

Nicholas John Leonard  
Timms 

Bushra Tirmizi 

Curtis Robert Toms 

Candace Torrance 

Ngoc Mai Tran 

Daniel Ernesto  
Vasquez-Mata 

Jenna P. Veenstra 

Victoria Ventresca 

Gaibriella Della Marie  
Wagner 

Cassandra Walsh 

Ciara Niamh Walsh 

Tracey Lynne Webster 

Cheney Lamoy Westney 

Jennifer Lynne Whiteman 

Leekayla Valerie Roselynne 
Whitney-Abernethy

Josh Wilkinson 

Ashlynn Elizabeth Rose 
Wilson 

Rebecca Sarah Zecha

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
EDUCATIONAL 
STUDIES AND DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY
Rebecca Elizabeth  
Lawrence 

UNDERGRADUATE 
DIPLOMA, FACILITATING 
ADULT LEARNING WITH 
TECHNOLOGY
Marjan Azadpour 

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal  16
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Jeremy James Hannah 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),
Networking and Information Technology Security

FRAZER FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Fleur Grace D’Sylva
Bachelor of Arts (Honours), 
Educational Studies

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Isabel Julianna Smith
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours),
Electrical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Hannah Jayne Lywood
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Olivia Veronica Ziarno
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Biological Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Beverly Faye Gary
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Communication and Digital Media Studies

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

The Outstanding Thesis Award was established in 
2016 to recognize students graduating from both 
thesis-based master’s programs and thesis-based 
doctoral programs. The award winners are determined 
by a University Selection Committee, chaired by the 
Associate Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 
and consisting of a membership of graduate faculty 
members who represent diverse research disciplines.
 
To be considered, students must meet the  
following criteria:
 
• Cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher.
• Received an outcome of Acceptable without  

Required Revisions or Acceptable with Minor  
Revisions at their thesis defense.

• No academic offenses on their record.

Master’s Thesis
This award recognizes graduating master’s students 
who have written an outstanding thesis that has made 
or is expected to make a significant contribution to 
their field of study.

2025 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENTS
Refka Albayati 
Master of Health Sciences
Abraham Amini  
Master of Science in Modelling  
and Computational Science
Jakob Ethan Anderson 
Master of Science in Computer Science
Andrew Emmanuel Bondoc 
Master of Applied Science in Mechanical Engineering
Sarah Mirella Marguerite Kirkpatrick 
Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

Doctoral Thesis
This award recognizes a graduating doctoral student 
who has written an outstanding doctoral thesis that 
represents a remarkably impactful contribution to 
their field of research.

2025 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT

Akash Samanta 

 Doctor of Philosophy in Electrical  
 and Computer Engineering
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Akash Samanta 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Hannah Jayne Lywood 
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Tanner Mirrlees, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Laura Banks, PhD  
Faculty of Health Sciences

LEARNING RE-IMAGINED AWARD
Amir Rastpour, PhD  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

OPEN EDUCATION AWARD
Sarah Stokes, EdD 
Frazer Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT AWARD
Alannis Davis 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Keisha Deoraj, PhD candidate 
Faculty of Science

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Sanaa Alwidian, PhD
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 
Christian Elia, PhD
Frazer Faculty of Education
Logan Ewanation, PhD
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Mikael Khan, MHS
Faculty of Health Sciences
Sara Taghavi Motlagh, PhD candidate
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 31,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The seven gonfalons displayed at the universi-
ty’s Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its six faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Frazer Faculty 
of Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)

24



MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, graduates!

Today, you officially become part of our alumni family, 
which is more than 31,000 strong. You’ve worked hard, 
grown tremendously and shown incredible dedication. 
We’re so proud of all you’ve accomplished.

Your connection with Ontario Tech doesn’t end here, in 
fact, it’s just beginning. As you start this next chapter, 
know that we’re with you every step of the way. Whether 
you’re looking to grow your career, expand your network 
or stay connected to your Ontario Tech roots, we’re here 
to support you.

Stay in touch and take advantage of everything available 
to you as an alum, including career services, exclusive 
perks and benefits, professional development, and 
invitations to events that bring our community together. 
Follow Ontario Tech Alumni on social media and keep an 
eye on your email for updates.

I look forward to seeing you at future alumni events and 
cheering you on as you shape the future. Please join 
us for Homecoming 2025 on Saturday, September 20! 
Watch for more details soon.

Congratulations again!

Patil Mksyartinian
Faculty of Health Sciences,  
Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

AS YOU START THIS NEXT CHAPTER, KNOW THAT 
WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
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