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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well-equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.
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Class of 2025, what a moment! Congratulations 
on this significant achievement. After all your hard 
work, determination and growth, you’ve made it, and 
I couldn’t be more thrilled for you. It’s truly special to 
be surrounded at Convocation by the people who’ve 
cheered you on: your classmates, family and friends. 

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve taken on 
challenges, embraced new ideas and gained valuable 
knowledge and skills that will carry you far. Earning 
your degree is a major milestone that reflects your 
readiness to make a meaningful impact in a rapidly 
changing world. 

As you move into the next stage of your life, keep 
aiming high. I encourage you to remember what 
drives you, stay true to your goals, and continue 
striving for excellence. There’s a wide world of 
opportunity waiting for you, and you have everything it 
takes to rise to the challenge.

No matter where life takes you, remember that your 
Ontario Tech family will always be here to support 
you.

Congratulations again and best of luck as you 
embark on your next adventure!

AS YOU MOVE INTO THE NEXT STAGE OF 
YOUR LIFE, KEEP AIMING HIGH. I  
ENCOURAGE YOU TO REMEMBER WHAT 
DRIVES YOU, STAY TRUE TO YOUR GOALS, 
AND CONTINUE STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2024-2025      Members of the Board of Governors

Carla Carmichael

Frank Carnevale

Neeraj Grotra

Matthew Mackenzie

Peter Marchut

Lisa McBride

Laura Money

Michael Rencheck

Hannah Scott

Gaurav Singh

Kim Slade

Dwight Thompson

Emily Whetung-MacInnes

Susanna Zagar

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair

Eric Agius, Vice-Chair

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor

Ahmad Barari

Nolan Bederman

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer 
Chancellor
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AS YOU LOOK AHEAD, LET YOUR PASSIONS 
DRIVE YOU, YOUR PEERS INSPIRE YOU, AND 
YOUR VALUES AND PURPOSE GUIDE YOU.

MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations, class of 2025! Today marks the 
culmination of years of ambition, resilience and 
dedication. You haven’t just earned a degree: you’ve 
shaped your future through every challenge faced 
and every lesson learned. We’re incredibly proud of 
each of you for reaching this milestone!

Your time at Ontario Tech University has been a 
journey of exploration and development, marked by 
academic achievement, personal transformation 
and lifelong connections. As you look ahead, let 
your passions drive you, your peers inspire you, and 
your values and purpose guide you. The knowledge 
and experiences you’ve gained will continue to open 

doors and shape your successful path forward.
We celebrate all you’ve accomplished, and all that’s 
still to come. You are now part of a global community 
of Ontario Tech alumni who exemplify the ideals 
of innovation, integrity and a deep sense of social 
responsibility that lie at the heart of our university. 

As you step boldly into the world, remember: your 
potential is limitless, your ideas have power, and 
your journey is only beginning. Embrace what’s ahead 
with confidence and curiosity. The world needs your 
leadership, creativity, and steadfast commitment to 
making a difference.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor
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Today is a day to celebrate all that you’ve 
accomplished! On behalf of our dedicated faculty and 
staff, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to each 
of you. This milestone represents more than just 
academic success; it reflects your determination, 
bold ideas and pursuit of excellence.  

Your path to get here has been defined by hard 
work, big dreams and an unwavering commitment 
to being the best you can be. You’ve challenged 
yourselves in the classroom and the lab, worked on 
groundbreaking research and projects, and brought 
fresh energy and passion to our community. These 
experiences have prepared you for your next steps 
and for a lifetime of impactful achievements.

As you join our alumni family, I hope you will stay 
connected with us and carry forward the spirit of 
Ontario Tech; be collaborative, inquisitive and driven 
to improve the world around us. Know that we’ll 
always be here to support you, cheer you on and 
welcome you back to campus.

Once again, congratulations on this incredible 
accomplishment.

THIS MILESTONE REPRESENTS MORE THAN 
JUST ACADEMIC SUCCESS; IT REFLECTS 
YOUR DETERMINATION, BOLD IDEAS AND 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Mr. Stephen Poloz

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the Convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the Convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family using this QR code.

If you need first-aid assistance, please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) on 
Polonsky Commons.  
 
A lost and found station is located in 
Shawenjigewining Hall.
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HONORARY DEGREES
Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater society 
through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy contributions in 
areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

For his exemplary record of 
leadership and commitment 
to Canada’s economic 
prosperity, and qualities of 
strength and accountability 
that align with Ontario 
Tech’s values of integrity, 
respect, and honesty, the 

university proudly confers upon Mr. Stephen Poloz 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.  

Born in Oshawa, Mr. Poloz is a distinguished 
economist with nearly 40 years of experience in 
financial markets, economic forecasting, and policy. 
He served as the ninth Governor of the Bank of 
Canada from 2013 to 2020, where he also chaired 
the Bank’s Board. Additionally, he was a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Bank for International 
Settlements and the Consultative Council for the 
Americas.

He first joined the Bank of Canada in 1981, where 
he held various senior roles over 14 years, ultimately 
becoming Chief of the Research Department. In 
1995, he transitioned to BCA Research, before 
joining Export Development Canada, where he 
advanced to Senior Vice-President of Financing, and 
eventually served as President and CEO.   

After retiring in 2020, Mr. Poloz joined the boards of 
Enbridge and CGI Inc. and became special adviser at 
the Toronto-based law firm Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt. 
He is an Honorary Certified International Trade 
Professional and completed the Senior Executive 
Program at Columbia University. Additionally, he 
has served as a visiting scholar at the International 
Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C., and at the 
Economic Planning Agency in Tokyo, Japan. 

Mr. Poloz holds a PhD and master’s degree in 
economics from Western University, a bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Queen’s University, and 
two honorary degrees. He has taught economics at 
Western, Concordia and Queen’s.

Currently, Mr. Poloz is Chair of the Lawrence National 
Centre for Policy and Management, and is a former 
President of the Ottawa Economics Association. In 
recognition of his contributions, he was appointed to 
the Order of Canada in 2024. He and his wife Valerie 
are longstanding philanthropic supporters of United 
Way Ottawa, demonstrating their commitment to 
community development and social impact.  

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Mr. Stephen Poloz | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ANALYTICS AND AI
Syed Md Huzaifa

Egbebalakhamen Catherine 
Jegede

Quintin Sudom

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Summaiya Naaz

Syed Tauseef Ahmed

Sami Abu Nawwas

Oluwapelumi Oyewumi 
Adeyemi

Sadiya Afrin

Oluwatobiloba Opemipo Aina

Amir E. A. Alaghbar

Hamza Anwar

Arif Awasaf Aquib

Raghu Chandra Bobba

Rahul Bimal Devnath

Uthman Kayode Falola

Dominic Paul Guzzo

Duc Trong Hoang

A S M Rashedul Islam

Nikhil Sebastian John

Palan Rajendrakumar Khimani

Ankushkumar Rajubhai 
Lakhani

Xinman Li

Sanskruthi Macha

Shabnam Mohammad 
Hassani

Md Salauddin Mrigdad

Nisha Neerarambam

Peculiar Oluwatoni Oso-Ola

Jay Sunilbhai Patel

Tanha Rajeshbhai Patel

Christine Shavindri Peiris

Einstein Eric Rivas Pizarro

Talha Ahmad Siddiqui

Angadveer Singh

Mehul Singh

Keerthi Sure

Tejaswani Venkat

Yinglu Yang

Asad Zahid

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS)
Nazeem Baksh

Gavein Balakaran

Samson Noah Barberio

Zyrus Ethan Belo

Tristan Nimako Boateng

Andrew Dummett

Christopher Thomas 
Farquharson

Matthew Gregory Michael 
Gallagher

Ridi Kayumba

Ryan James Kendrick

Ahmer Aziz Khan

Hairong Li

Aaron Manoharan

Adarsh Vinodkumar Nair

Syed Hassan Ali Naqvi

Connor Peter Olson

Bright Chimbueze Onyema

Sivashanth Rasiah

Hamza Akram Sabzwari

Nolan Christopher Savory-
Nelson

Matthew David Smuk

Sujany Thevarajah

Nathan John Washington

Bassam Zayed

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), ACCOUNTING
Ghania Ahmad 

Sajeenah Anpalagan

Jada Jenine Best

Salim Bhana 

Giuseppe Christopher Bono

Roger Harrison Bridge 

Eden Lillian Susan  
Campbell 

Sydney Alexandra Coombs 

Jessika Brenda Haley De Lair

Marlon Daniel Dimayuga 

Hans Gabriel Eugenio  
Dizon 

Jonathan Andrew Durocher

Saher Farooq

Adam Fowler

Lauren Elizabeth Gomes

Fabio Jabbour

Fatima Jamil 

Sarah Kalina

Priyansh Bharatbhai 
Kanthaliya

Leila Kubeer 

Chloe Emily Sophia Lakin

Chad Ram Lowtan

Amit Rishikesh Maharaj

Nawal Mahrat

Benjamin Robert McKeown

Kyle McLennan

Arman Tariq Mewati

Dayna Rae Nicholson 

Nicole Danielle Ottley 

Arujan Parameswaran 

William Blake Joseph 
Pezzarello 

Arifur Ashik Rahman

Sahil Sharma

Muhammad Shehzad 

Husnain Sohail

Syed Humzah Sohail

Sinthuson 
Suriakumarashivam

Muhammad Abbas Syed

Vithurshan Thajenthiran 

Liam John Unger

Adam Thomas White

Tessa Joan Wootten 

Namishtah Zuha

BACHELOR OF 
COMMERCE (HONOURS), 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Yasseen Hassan Elmansy

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), FINANCE
Leda Alizada 

Tomiwa Andre

Henry Don Bosco

Hussain Ali Ceizar

Fatima Chaudhry

Jevoni Amani Coleman 

Alexandra Christine Cowley

Hunter Robert Cummins 

Candeida Daly

Viraj de Livera Tennekoon 

Adoration Ekiti Parker

Salwa Mohsin Esa

Mujtaba Fasiullah

Joseph Robert Ferluga

Liam-Connor Feehan Frederick

Mark Rafat Gendy

Riya Gupta

Mathew James Harpe

Chelsea Michelle Henry 

Tiffany Anna-Kay Holness

Erika Dawn Jensen 

Matthew Owen Jones 

Luc Eli Josifovski 

Simon Kayembe

Umaar Faruq Yusuf Kazi

Jaden Alexander Kempnich

Hamza Tariq Khan

Nia Adenyke King

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Friday, June 6, 2025

FACULTY OF BUSINESS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal  14



Chris Krstev 

Kurt Andrew Lalsingh

Maxwell Garrett Lazear 

Cole Leal 

Anthony Dennis Marks

Mitchell Craig McClure 

Siyar Moradi

Jamie Albert Murray

Abdul Hai Nadeem

Khadimullah Najib Ameeri

Zaid Panchbhaya

Adam James Parnell

David-Rian Parsramdeen

Vishaul Persaud 

Vlad Petrescu

Mahad Rashid 

Marc Jonathan Ocampo  
Reus 

Younus Ali Rizvi

Krissania Dacian Robb

Ransley Reth Rodrigues

Nidazehra Sajjad

Dayan Muhammed Shah

Abdus-Sami Siddique 

Laxen Sivasothy

Taimoor Sohail

Marshall Robert Stringer

Danishiya Sundararajan 

Antony Susac 

Aryan Taak

Suharishi Thambipillai

Arianna Tsimidis

Zulema Valverde La Rosa

Azkaa Waqar 

Sean Woolcock

Naiman Yaqhubi

Alireza Yazdanitaghvostani

Jincheng Ye

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), MARKETING
Aymen Abdullahi

Maryama Ahmed 

Josiah Nathan Ali 

Gregory Alipanopoulos

Abd Elrahman Derhali

Shawn Anthony Douglas

Maya Ansuya Edison

Moeez Ghous

Joseph Kevin Goddard

Isla Kayla Caci Harper

Jonathon Matthew Haverstock

Hadi Mohamad Jaber

Suvigshan Jayasundararajah

Shapitha Jeyarajah

Soneya Khan

Uzair Latif

Kierra Leigh Law

Samantha Grace-Sweet 
McCullough

Fire Maxamus Moriano 
Mcleary

Arathi Nagarajan

Hop Thi Nguyen

Raegan Alice Nosworthy 

Kamus On

Alyssia Madisson Porter-
Perruzza

Irvin Puri

Kishan Rajeskanna

Isabella Seed

Khadijah Sheikh 

Drake Anthony Inglehart  
Stoll 

Isaiah Dante Thompson

Gianne Deniz Tiri

Ericka Jennifer Van  
Hezewijk 

Trevlon C.J. Wilson

Jason Tyler Wong

BACHELOR OF 
COMMERCE (HONOURS), 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
BEHAVIOUR AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT
Zara Ahmad

Connor James Beaven-Brindle

Samantha Berube

Domenico Francesco Braccia

Kevin Douglas Brown 

Khadeeja Choudhary

Kienan Adam Doench

Nadia Shivani Ganesh

Breanna Priscilla Haly

Shahaan Haqqani

Aya Mohammed Ismael

Valampury John Baptist

Kendrick Wai-Tsun Lau 

Rachel Amanda Mangos

Hannah Victoria Mikhail

Malina Mohammadyar 

Luciano Vincenzo Nania 

Trevin Uriel Anthony Noble

Naveenan Puvanendran

Asad Ejaz Raja

Riza Jane Maramot Ramirez

Anjolina Dorothy Pheonix 
Rankin-West 

Liam David Roberts

Salva Sadat

Jeevan Sanu 

Sidney Martins Scagliotti

Robyn Leslie Sillers 

Thashani Vasantharajan

Beata Victor

Hannah Kathleen Grace 
Walker

Jonathan Nicolas Whitton

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Abishake Anbalagan

Ha Thuy Do 

Bradley Scott Gourley

Waleed Khalid Higazi

Dawood Shah Karim 

Zavier Brignath Khan

Rinushan Kuganeswaran

Baie Naya Marcantonio 

Aruyan Nagarajan

Bishr Rizwan Pathan

Nawaazish Nadir Raiyani

Krupa Bhaveshkumar  
Shah 

Hashim Sultan 

Rumiza Tariq

Niroshith Thuraisingam

Zain Syed Uddin

Vithushan Umaputhiran

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS)
Tao Wu 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
GAME DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Suraaj Singh Gill

Parag Gurung

Gary Liu

Oritsemisan Metseagharun

Shane Aaron Soehner

Patrick Ewen Thompson

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
GAME DEVELOPMENT AND 
INTERACTIVE MEDIA
Bilal Ahamed Abdul  
Gaffoor 

Lucas Michael Abramczuk

James Domenic Accinelli 

Lilian Arlene Anderson

Sebastian James Anderson

Jayce Carl Brendan Gacoscos 
Arib 

Julian Xavier Boyrard

Khang Duy Bui 

Chia Lo Chen

Gavin Edward Cole 

Alannis Julie-Anne Davis 

John Russell Davis 

Mason James Desjarlais 

Sukhbir Dhaliwal

Rylan Edward Allen Dressler

Evan Michael Driscoll

Vansh Engineer

Oscar Espinola

Samuel David Fabra 

Sebastian Ernst Finkbeiner

Daniel Adrian Fiuk 

Reyan Mohammed Gato 

Ethan Samuel William Haynes

Hongxi He 

William Lawrence Heath

Syed Farhan Hussain

Tomarejuwa Emmanuel Ikomi

15



Sunu Pious Joseph

Adnan Kasule Kasujja

Saad Ahmed Khan

Karlo William  
Khoury-Hillman 

Gabriel Ben Kotton 

Chi Qian Herman Lim

Jayce Waynell D Lovell

Hunter Lee Marshall 

Wade Brandon Patrick Mayers

Steven Stelios Meredith

Dilan Luke Mian 

Joshua David Morgan 

Michael Jose Tavares Mouro

Andrew William Martin  
Oster 

Constantine Lucius  
Pallas 

Adrien Michel Patenaude

Alexander Elijah Phillips 

Reid Playter

Manvir Singh Punglia

Michael Angelo Quecano

Shariq Ravikumar

Kevin Alexander Snedden 

Arianna Catherine Thorson

Albert Hing Ping Tran 

Gabriel Frederick  
Villeneuve 

Hariharan Nair Vinod Chithra

Michael George Wilson

Weihao Ye 

Natalie Yui Chun Yung 

Ethan Miguel Payumo  
Zafra 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
NETWORKING AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Ayoyimika David Ajimoko

Rai Muhammad Ali

Jonathan Ananthakrishnan

Riley Andrusiak 

Zayd Samir Ali Attyani 

Salman Baradia

Samuel Joell Brangman

Stanislav Burka 

Marco Antonio  
Caggianiello 

John Chen

Leevian Chen

Yang Chen

Sreejon Sayantha Chowdhury

Nathanael John Coolidge 

Jorge Luis Delgado Samudio

Mohammad Bilal Azhar 
Dhillon

Spencer Anthony Dias 

Phillip James  
Dimitroulakos 

Noah Robert Elston 

Elvis Ebehiremen Esene

Victor Xin Fang

Caleb Fontaine 

Maia Judith Frangoudis 

Jeffrey Nathan Franks

Jaime Gonzalez Sanz 

Abdullah Yahya Haddad 

Jeremy James Hannah 

Obaida Issa

Arhum Jawad

Rishanth Jeevakumar

Ahmad Jundi

Fatima Kaleem

Muhammad Kazi

Abiraam Kesavarajah

Rayyan Ahmed Khokhar

Huynh Le 

Vu Long Le

Yi Lin

Alston Luo 

Abin Biju Malayil 

Jalen George McFarlane 

Cavan Duke Robert McLellan

Siddhesh Sachin Mhatre

Noah William Morin

Saief Shams Murad 

Mohammad Musaab

Maxim Mykhaylov 

Loris Nyirubutama 

Olasimbo Oni

Gabrielle Joanne Paguio 

Faraz Paikar 

Rex Martin Pallath 

Fahim Yasin Patel 

Naman Shailesh Patel

Duy Anh Pham

Aidan Michael Potts

Anees Rahman

Mutasim Rahman 

Waseem Rashidi

Ranujan Ravenderan

Johan Anthony Royce

Mahnoor Sahibi

Belal Ahmad Sahibzada 

Kasra Salehi 

Katheer Senthil Vel

Mariam Shahnawaz

Abubakar Shaukat 

Anushan Sivakumar

Sinthujen Sivananthan

Haekang Song 

Humza Awais Syed

Ethan Alexander Vine

Mohammad Wafa 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Sri Sanjana Baddukonda 

Sebastian Carneiro

Nishtha Desai 

Amir Elrafie

Junxiang Gao

Juan Camilo Gaviria Rojas

Muhammad Anas Hussain

Fahad Hyder

Simra Imran

Tallin Simeon Jones

Ishani Manish Mehta

Deep Hemantkumar Modi

Christopher Niemela

Sarujen Nithiananthan

Burhan Rehman

Hassan Akbar Shah

Umar Shahbaz

Matthew Bradley Stefoff

With Distinction    With Highest Distinction    Faculty Medal  16
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Jeremy James Hannah 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),
Networking and Information Technology Security

FRAZER FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Fleur Grace D’Sylva
Bachelor of Arts (Honours), 
Educational Studies

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Isabel Julianna Smith
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours),
Electrical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Hannah Jayne Lywood
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Olivia Veronica Ziarno
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Biological Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Beverly Faye Gary
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Communication and Digital Media Studies

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

The Outstanding Thesis Award was established in 
2016 to recognize students graduating from both 
thesis-based master’s programs and thesis-based 
doctoral programs. The award winners are determined 
by a University Selection Committee, chaired by the 
Associate Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 
and consisting of a membership of graduate faculty 
members who represent diverse research disciplines.
 
To be considered, students must meet the  
following criteria:
 
•	 Cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher.
•	 Received an outcome of Acceptable without  

Required Revisions or Acceptable with Minor  
Revisions at their thesis defense.

•	 No academic offenses on their record.

Master’s Thesis
This award recognizes graduating master’s students 
who have written an outstanding thesis that has made 
or is expected to make a significant contribution to 
their field of study.

2025 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENTS
Refka Albayati 
Master of Health Sciences
Abraham Amini  
Master of Science in Modelling  
and Computational Science
Jakob Ethan Anderson 
Master of Science in Computer Science
Andrew Emmanuel Bondoc 
Master of Applied Science in Mechanical Engineering
Sarah Mirella Marguerite Kirkpatrick 
Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

Doctoral Thesis
This award recognizes a graduating doctoral student 
who has written an outstanding doctoral thesis that 
represents a remarkably impactful contribution to 
their field of research.

2025 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT

Akash Samanta 

 Doctor of Philosophy in Electrical  
 and Computer Engineering
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Akash Samanta 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2025 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Hannah Jayne Lywood 
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Kinesiology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Tanner Mirrlees, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Laura Banks, PhD  
Faculty of Health Sciences

LEARNING RE-IMAGINED AWARD
Amir Rastpour, PhD  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

OPEN EDUCATION AWARD
Sarah Stokes, EdD 
Frazer Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT AWARD
Alannis Davis 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Keisha Deoraj, PhD candidate 
Faculty of Science

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Sanaa Alwidian, PhD
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 
Christian Elia, PhD
Frazer Faculty of Education
Logan Ewanation, PhD
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Mikael Khan, MHS
Faculty of Health Sciences
Sara Taghavi Motlagh, PhD candidate
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 31,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.

20



THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The seven gonfalons displayed at the universi-
ty’s Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its six faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Frazer Faculty 
of Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, graduates!

Today, you officially become part of our alumni family, 
which is more than 31,000 strong. You’ve worked hard, 
grown tremendously and shown incredible dedication. 
We’re so proud of all you’ve accomplished.

Your connection with Ontario Tech doesn’t end here, in 
fact, it’s just beginning. As you start this next chapter, 
know that we’re with you every step of the way. Whether 
you’re looking to grow your career, expand your network 
or stay connected to your Ontario Tech roots, we’re here 
to support you.

Stay in touch and take advantage of everything available 
to you as an alum, including career services, exclusive 
perks and benefits, professional development, and 
invitations to events that bring our community together. 
Follow Ontario Tech Alumni on social media and keep an 
eye on your email for updates.

I look forward to seeing you at future alumni events and 
cheering you on as you shape the future. Please join 
us for Homecoming 2025 on Saturday, September 20! 
Watch for more details soon.

Congratulations again!

Patil Mksyartinian
Faculty of Health Sciences,  
Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

AS YOU START THIS NEXT CHAPTER, KNOW THAT 
WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
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