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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!



TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 



Congratulations Class of 2024! After years of 
hard work and dedication, you have reached this 
proud moment in your lives. It brings me great joy 
to see you on this special day, surrounded by your 
classmates, family and friends who have supported 
you throughout your journey.

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve acquired 
knowledge and honed skills that have prepared 
you to make a meaningful impact in your chosen 
field. The degree you receive today symbolizes your 
academic achievement, as well as your adaptability 
and readiness to face challenges in a world of rapid 
technological change. 

This academic year, we commemorated a significant 
milestone in our university’s history: acknowledging 
the first 20 years of our dedication to excellence in 
education, research, and community engagement. 
We’ve got a great story to tell, and I am honoured 
that you’ve been an integral part of it.

As you venture forth with new challenges, I 
encourage you to stay true to your purpose and 
continue to strive for excellence. An exciting future 
filled with limitless possibilities awaits, and your 
university family looks forward to continuing to 
support you. 

On behalf of the Ontario Tech community, I extend 
my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes as you 
enter this next phase.  

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

AS YOU VENTURE FORTH WITH NEW 
CHALLENGES, I ENCOURAGE YOU TO STAY 
TRUE TO YOUR PURPOSE AND CONTINUE 
TO STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2023-2024 Members of the Board of Governors

Frank Carnevale

Hannah Scott

Neeraj Grotra

Gaurav Singh

Matthew Mackenzie

Kim Slade

Ahmad Barari

Peter Marchut

Dwight Thompson

Nolan Bederman

Lisa McBride

Emily Whetung-MacInnes

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Laura Elliott, Chair

Eric Agius, Vice-Chair

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor

Carla Carmichael

Michael Rencheck

Paul Burns

Laura Money

Susanna Zagar
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AS YOU STAND ON THE THRESHOLD OF A 
NEW BEGINNING, I WANT TO EXTEND MY 
HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH 
ONE OF YOU.

MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Class of 2024, today we celebrate the culmination 
of your years of dedication, perseverance, and 
hard work. As you stand on the threshold of a 
new beginning, I want to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to each one of you.

Your journey at Ontario Tech University has been 
marked by moments of triumph, growth, and 
discovery. You have acquired knowledge and skills, 
and formed lifelong friendships and memories. 
Remember that the experiences and lessons learned 
here will serve as your compass, guiding you through 
the challenges and successes that lie ahead.

As members of the Ontario Tech alumni community, 
you hold degrees that represent the values of 
innovation, integrity and social responsibility that 
define our university. Whether you choose to pursue 
further studies, embark on a professional career, or 
engage in meaningful volunteer work, I have every 
confidence you will continue to make us proud.

On behalf of the Ontario Tech community, 
congratulations on reaching this significant milestone 
in your academic journey. May you continue to 
soar to new heights and be recognized as the 
change-makers you are.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor
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As we gather on your special graduation day to 
celebrate your remarkable achievements, I’m 
filled with immense pride for each of you. Together 
with our faculty and staff, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations. 

Dedication, vision and tenacity have marked your 
journey up to this moment. From the countless 
hours studying and spent in classrooms and labs, 
to the collaborative efforts you’ve put into your 
innovative projects and research, your commitment 
to your studies has been truly inspiring. You’ve also 
contributed to the vibrant and inclusive spirit of our 
campus community. Be assured that all aspects 
of your university experience will set you apart and 
serve you well throughout your career. 

In this next chapter of your lives as Ontario Tech 
alumni, remember you will always be a Ridgeback! 
We’d love for you to keep in touch with us. Your wins, 
big or small, are inspiring for future students. Always 
remember that we’ll be here to support you whenever 
needed. 

Congratulations once again on reaching 
this milestone. Best wishes for a bright and 
successful future!  

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

...I’M FILLED WITH IMMENSE PRIDE 
FOR EACH OF YOU. TOGETHER WITH 
OUR FACULTY AND STAFF, I EXTEND MY 
HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS.

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Mr. Edmond and Ms. Sylvia Vanhaverbeke 
(Morning)
Dr. Alan Shepard  
(Afternoon)

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

Reception

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family here.
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HONORARY DEGREES

Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater 
society through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy 
contributions in areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

In recognition of his legacy 
of leadership and promotion 
of transformational change 
and innovation within 
higher education, and for 
his passionate advocacy 
of diversity, inclusion and 
belonging, the university 

proudly confers upon Dr. Alan Shepard the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws.  

Dr. Shepard is the 11th President and Vice-
Chancellor of Western University–-a post he has 
held since July 2019–-where he has led with a 
focus on entrepreneurship, research impact, global 
engagement, sustainability and partnership for 
global good. Through the guiding principles of 
Truth and Reconciliation, he rapidly established 
Western’s Office of Indigenous Initiatives. He also 
drove creation of the university’s Office of Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion, while investing to support 
the recruitment of Black and Indigenous faculty, and 
the funding of 75 new scholarships for Black and 
Indigenous students.

He is the President Emeritus of Concordia University 
in Montreal, and was Provost and Vice-President, 
Academic at Toronto Metropolitan University where 
he led the development of the Digital Media Zone, an 
entrepreneurial-focused business incubator. He has 
also held senior academic leadership roles at the 
University of Guelph, Texas Christian University, and 
the University of Virginia. 

Dr. Shepard is a champion of university-industry 
partnerships, and believes universities are pillars 
of important social discourse as well as training 
grounds for the next generation, where young leaders 
access the tools to succeed in a changing world. 
Inspired by his own experience as a first-generation 
student, he prioritizes new models of education, 
transformational skills, and experiential learning.

His research is focused on relationships, national 
security, history and rhetoric in early modern Europe; 
on the emergence of a culture of scientific discourse 
in early modern literature; and on the challenges 
facing universities today. 

Dr. Shepard has held fellowships in the humanities 
at the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington 
D.C., and University of Toronto. He studied at the 
University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom as a 
visiting student; received a bachelor’s degree from 
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, where he 
was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa Society; and 
holds a doctorate from the University of Virginia. 
 
He is past Chair of the Council of Ontario 
Universities, past Chair of the Canadian Knowledge 
Resource Network, and past Vice-Chair of the 
U15 Group of Canadian Research Universities. He 
currently serves as a member of the Council of 
Ontario College of Social Workers and Social Service 
Workers, and is a board member with Stratford 
Festival, the Greater London International Airport 
Authority, and the Cardiovascular Network of Canada. 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Dr. Alan Shepard | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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In recognition of their long 
history of championing 
higher education and 
student success across 
Durham Region, their 
dedication to volunteerism, 
their philanthropic support 
of health care, the arts 

and conservation, and their loyalty to Ontario Tech 
through major contributions to campus infrastructure, 
the university proudly confers upon Mr. Edmond (Ed) 
Vanhaverbeke and Ms. Sylvia Lisk Vanhaverbeke the 
honorary degrees of Doctor of Laws.

The longtime Newcastle residents have donated to 
several annual entrance scholarships, the Student 
Relief Fund, and Ontario Graduate Scholarships 
at Ontario Tech. The university recognized their 
generous capital support through the naming of 
the Vanhaverbeke Family Atrium in the Business 
and Information Technology Building, and an alcove 
in the Campus Library. The Vanhaverbekes are 
founding Ontario Tech donors and also members 
of the university’s E.P. Taylor Legacy Society for 
planned gifts.  

Their many charitable community endeavours 
include supporting the Lakeridge Health 
Bowmanville Hospital Foundation, Durham East 
Food Bank, the Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health, Big Brothers and Sisters of Clarington, 
Durham Region Hospice, Northumberland Learning 
Connection, and the Ontario Philharmonic 
Orchestra. The Edmond and Sylvia Vanhaverbeke 
Foundation has also supported Durham College and 
Trent University Durham. They donated 200 acres 
of land to the Ganaraska Conservation Authority in 
honour of Ed’s mother Laura. Since 2016, Sylvia 
and Ed have sponsored and settled three families 
of Syrian refugees in Newcastle.  

Ed is the Owner and President of Syvan 
Developments Limited, a company that redeveloped 
underused or vacant commercial and industrial 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Mr. Edmond Vanhaverbeke and Ms. Sylvia Lisk Vanhaverbeke | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

properties in Oshawa and Clarington. Syvan now 
owns and manages industrial buildings in Southern 
Ontario, and funds private mortgages. Ed was 
previously Owner and President of Edvan Realty 
Limited, an independent real estate brokerage firm 
in Bowmanville.  

He has received awards from the Greater Oshawa 
Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle Village and 
District Historical Society, and the Ontario Heritage 
Trust, and was named a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal recipient. Ed is a graduate of the 
University of Toronto’s Executive MBA Program.

Sylvia is an Advisor with Syvan Developments 
Limited and currently chairs the pastoral team 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Newcastle. Her 
background in theology has led to several prominent 
appointments as a retreat facilitator. She’s served 
with the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada 
and became the first Roman Catholic Chair of the 
World Day of Prayer International Committee.

Her numerous community causes include Gathering 
4 Grannies of Clarington (for the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation, to help children orphaned by AIDS), and 
Focus (a Bowmanville group of women supporting 
women’s rights and children’s shelters). Her many 
awards include recognition from the Municipality of 
Clarington and Durham YMCA, and the Rotary Club 
of Clarington. 

Sylvia is a former Trustee with the Peterborough-
Victoria-Newcastle-Northumberland Roman Catholic 
School Board and Chaplain at St. Mary’s Secondary 
School in Cobourg. She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Humanities from York University, and a Master 
of Divinity degree from St. Michael’s College at the 
University of Toronto.

The noted global travellers have visited every 
continent including Antarctica (Ed only).
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Ghadeer Hassan Mustafa 
Abdelkader

Thesis Title: Context-
Aware Pedestrian Intent 
Prediction for Connected 
and Automated Vehicles

Rosa Saif
Thesis Title: Spectrum 
Sharing for Multi-User 
Massive MIMO Networks

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING
Shahryar Garmsiri

Thesis Title: Analysis of 
Net Zero Energy Buildings 
and Communities that 
Strategically Integrate 
Transportation Energy

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
NUCLEAR ENGINEERING
Virgiliu Doru Beregic

Thesis Title: Novel 
Thermoluminescent 
Dosemeter for the 
Measurement of the Eye 
Lens Operational Dose 
Equivalent in Mixed 
Neutron-Gamma Radiation 
Fields 

Amna Hassan
Thesis Title: Yeast-Based 
Impedance Biodosimetry 
for Retrospective 
Assessment of Radiation 
Exposures

Marta Kocemba
Thesis Title: An 
Investigation of Ultraviolet 
and lonizing Radiation on 
the Eye-Lens of Rainbow 
Trout

Otavio Lopes Alves Esteves
Thesis Title: Development 
and Evaluation of Nuclear-
Renewable Hybrid Energy 
System Simulator with 
Load Following

MASTER OF ARTS, 
EDUCATION
Angela Maria Walsh

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Heyam Abunaseer

Juan Carlo Alicaway

Dema Mohd Alnajjar

Hannah Emily Nicole Atkinson

Josephine Dion Casey

Evan Chan

Christine Susanne Congrady

Roy Cousins

Amanda Michaela Henderson

Brittany Lee Jung

Visheshwar Kudariya

Margaret Anne Sullivan 
McEleney

James Gregory McGowan

Marvin Mohammed 
Mnaymneh

Chelsea Morandin

Breanna Poi Yee Ng

Caroline Elizabeth Nichol

Noelle Paredes-Plaza

Kunal Sanghavi

Heather Lea Slongo

Sheryll Nicolene Smith

Julia Snow

Ivy Ellen Vong

Kelly Wang

Bradley J. Watt

Faith Zwarych

MASTER OF APPLIED 
SCIENCE, AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERING
Haniyeh Fathi

MASTER OF APPLIED 
SCIENCE, ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Latha Anekal

Chandan Chetri

Ammar Elmoghazy

Hossameldin Tarek Ouda

Elena Villalobos Herra

Chen Xing

MASTER OF APPLIED 
SCIENCE, MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING
Abdalrahman Mohamed 
Alsaka

Andrew Emmanuel Bondoc

Ibrahim Eren Dincer

Miray Dincer

Naeim Karimi AhmadAbadi

Ahmet Faruk Kilicaslan

Ayse Sinem Meke

MASTER OF ENGINEERING, 
ELECTRICAL AND 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Leila Cheshmi

Rithula John

Md Rifat Islam Joy

Deep Manish Patel

Swayam Rameshbhai Patel

Harsendev Gauravdev Sisodia

MASTER OF ENGINEERING, 
ENGINEERING 
MANAGEMENT
Dorsa Asasi Yazdi

Matineh Bakhtiari

Shaghayegh Borghei

Zahra Dehghani

Rouin Forouzan

Aarsh Vijaykumar Gandhi

Danial Kaboudani

Akhilesh Varma Kalidindi

Vallika Kasibhatla

Aditya Singh Kushwah

Hamidreza Mohammadi

Shreyansh Khimanand 
Nandania

Nakissa Nassim

Akash Ajay Parekh

Aditya Dharmendra 
Patanvadiya

Mohammad Saleh 
Rastegarpouyani

Bhavik Govindlal Rathod

Emmanuel Taylor

Dhruv Hemandra Thakkar

MASTER OF ENGINEERING, 
MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING
Aadarsh Borah

Anantkumar Vijaybhai Patel

MASTER OF ENGINEERING, 
SOFTWARE ENGINEERING
Shaulin Ali

Pranab Datta

Sowmya Ganugapenta

Adla Jahnavi

Partha Pratim Mazumder

Nikhil Joseph Pinto

MASTER OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES
Melissa Nicole Belchos

Christine Leigh Misketis

Rebecca Mosaad

Sarah Catherine Pistritto

Adrianna Trifunovski

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Komal Vijaykumar Magdum

Angela Megan Miller

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY
Lamia Taha Hussein Khairy

Christina Prah

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES
Carla Cristina Acevedo 

Sadia Ahsan 

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
October 17, 2024
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Rabia Ali 

Dakota Danielle Bachert

Fatima Bangi 

Katie Marie Brasseur 

Samantha Patricia Brown 

Lianne Buckner 

Katelyn Yvonne Carroll 

Melanie Cayer 

Cui Yu Chen 

Chrystal Kimberly  
Cowrie-John 

Amber Lee Ann Da Ponte 

Daniel Di Luca 

Kayla Doucette-Hamilton 

Kyrra-chai Adora Duff

Brittney Evelyn  
Georgopoulos 

Sydney Groenendyk 

Maryam Hakim 

Jordan Ashleigh Anne  
Henry 

Rebecca Kathleen  
Hubbell 

Bryden Huggins 

Zarmeena Kapadia 

Dara Lindsay Killoran 

Vanessa Lourenco

Qiwen Lun 

Kirsten Ava MacFarlane 

Rebekkah J. Maracle 

Julia Elizabeth McDowell 

Parvis Merali 

Kimberly Elizabeth  
Nystrom 

Aislinn Jane O’Leary 

Jessica Ponce 

Chelsea Elizabeth Rots 

Emily Rutherford 

Swastika Sehgal 

Kelsey Shearman

Natasha Frances Elizabeth 
Smith Barreiros 

Karen Ann Strilchuk 

Christina Anna Tiffin 

Hunter Andreas Tim

Takwa Wahedi 

Samantha Liane Ward 

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
EDUCATIONAL 
STUDIES AND DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY
Katherine Ka Yu Cheung 

Yunhan Liu 

BACHELOR OF 
ENGINEERING 
(HONOURS), AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERING
Spencer Michael Fazzalari 
Keats

BACHELOR OF 
ENGINEERING 
(HONOURS), AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERING, CO-
OPERATIVE EDUCATION
Bisesh Paul

BACHELOR OF 
ENGINEERING 
(HONOURS), MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING
Yaseen Moftah

Adhayan Sharma

BACHELOR OF 
ENGINEERING (HONOURS), 
MECHATRONICS 
ENGINEERING
Sharoon Ravinthiar Kumaran

BACHELOR OF 
ENGINEERING (HONOURS), 
SOFTWARE ENGINEERING
Rushin Chudasama

Muhmamad Hamza Zahid

BACHELOR OF ALLIED 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
(HONOURS)
Amber Lee French 

Jamie Lynn Gatt

Audrey Higo 

Morgan Ann McCracken

Katelyn Mortelliti 

Norbert Stepanek

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS)
Remshah Burhan

Shihan Hasib

Negar Jafari

Dhroov Paul 

Tamanna Sakha

Roman Shapovalov

Jayaprit Singh

Liyah Beyonce Michelle 
West-Fernandez

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS), 
KINESIOLOGY
Jeffrey Kwabena Appiah

Tyrone Eric Myles 
Ashawasagai

Alyssa Dane Ducay Carin

Kayla Liu

Robert Bruce Bo Ming 
Massey 

Gian-Marco Peyer

Fode Gouly Toure

Justin Marshall Travis

Glory Ada Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING (HONOURS)
Helen Ebehiremhen  
Amanfoh 

Julie Ann Joseph

Ryan Marshall Wilkins
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 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Benjamin Sainsbury

Thesis Title: Development 
and Evaluation of 
a Percutaneous 
Nephrolithotomy (PCNL) 
Surgical Simulator

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
MODELLING AND 
COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE
Amirhossein Jafarzadeh Ghazi

Thesis Title: Three Essays 
on Pricing, Quality, and 
Advertising Decisions While 
Anticipating a Product 
Recall

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
CRIMINOLOGY AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Dallas Hill

Thesis Title: The 
Acquisition and 
Implementation of Risk 
Technologies by Canadian 
Police Services

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY
William James Denomme

Thesis Title: Neuroimaging 
Metrics of Externalizing 
Disorders: Assessing 
Neurobiological Features of 
Substance Use, Withdrawal, 
Substance Use Disorders, 
and Psychopathy

Cristina Ferrara
Thesis Title: 
Communicating Police-
Involved Deaths: A Mixed-
Methods Exploration of 
Canadian Police Agencies’ 
Twitter Strategies and 
Perceptions of Police

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ANALYTICS AND AI
Mahmooda Akbarzada

Imran Rayies Silim Al-Nahdy

Hemasri Appavu Krishnaraju

Hing Tai Chan

Jenifar Farhana

Christopher Sherwood Gell

Tanjotveer Kaur

Evan James Laughlin

Qiaotong Li

John Robert Edward Mills

Devendra Roshan Mohan

Hua Quang Huy Nguyen

Adaobi Amaka Obi

Sonia Deepak Patel

Valeria Adriana Quinzio

William Derek Redmond

Jordan Taylor Thomson

MASTER OF FINANCIAL 
DATA ANALYTICS
Yiran Zhang

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Raksha Begwani

Shiv Mahadeo Mangal

Mst. Mahamuda Sarkar 
Mithila

Roshanak Najafi

Parsa Nemati

Tamunotonjie Eden Parker

Payal Umeshbhai Patel

Nasim Samizadeh

Isabella Victoria Smith

Julia Elizabeth Smith

Hongli Wang

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
APPLIED BIOSCIENCE
Mohammed Faiz Chauhan

Jeanne St-Laurent-Guérin

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Zahra Ahmadi

Claire Madilyn Culver

Neha Ejaz

Masoud Kermani Poor

Parisa Salmani

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
MATERIALS SCIENCE
Janani Balasubramanian

Chen Liang

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
MODELLING AND 
COMPUTATIONAL SCIENCE
Abraham Amini

MASTER OF ARTS, 
CRIMINOLOGY
Larissa Janssen

Mckenzie Anne Morton

MASTER OF SCIENCE, 
FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY
Calvin James Cressman

Sarah Mirella Marguerite 
Kirkpatrick

Alia Margaret Stevenson

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
ACCOUNTING
Daniel James Bartlett

Kanishaa Baskaran

Hiu Yeung Michael Cheng

Sean Stewart Dick

George Fady Gobran

Kaitlyn Olivia-Jean Harford

Robert Joseph  
Heurkens-Mackey

Isaac John Kuchinak-Fariello

Matthew Michael Lowcock

Shyann Pryia Mahadeo

Laiba Manzoor

Maggie Catherine McCrimmon

Joseph Mounir Salib Mounir

Katelin Faith Rupke

Luxan Selventhirarajah

Omer Zia Uddin

Meshwat Upadhyaya

Olesia Vlasenko

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS)
Alex Michael Atherley

Ashwin Balendren

Ashley Nicole Brooks 

Da Cheng 

Kayse Egal

Keyvan Farhoudi

Faiz Lariya

Hunter Joel Rodych 

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), ACCOUNTING
Krushanth Antonydias

Syed Awn Abbas Jaffri

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), FINANCE
Muhammad Amin

Raj Bhavsar

Michael Chan

Genti Como

Neekaan Damani 

Mohammad Hashim Dara

Julian Keanu Degendorfer

Lauren Elizabeth Disalvo

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
October 17, 2024

AFTERNOON CEREMONY
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Muhammad Bilal Ejaz

Logan Omar Grose

Sara Irfan

Khaziah Isaac

Ajith Kulenthirarajah

Zainab Razia

Ragulan Sanjayen

Aberam Tharmakulenthiran

Jacob Tyler Waechter

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), MARKETING
Rayan Abouchakra

Seyram Kwabla Dodoo Ayibor

Allison Clayton

Liam Riley McGill

Joseph William Shepherd

Youssef Ashraf Zaki

BACHELOR OF 
COMMERCE (HONOURS), 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
BEHAVIOUR AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT
Hallie Elissa Budhoo

Jeremiah Joseph Fernandes

Brianna Katrina Thompson

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Abesan Shanmuganathan

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
GAME DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Haider Ali

Matthew Thomas North

Regan Kay Simmonds

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
NETWORKING AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Michael Aleksander Sumner 
Budhi

Jeerusanth Maheswaran

Priya Shivdas

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Omotomiwa Oluwatoni 
Abraham

Wreyathi Chowdhury

Marcus Jordan Whalen 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(HONOURS), BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCE
Maryam Sabah Ali 

Charlie Alex Birnie

Nicholas Loris Biscaro

Michael Bondarenko

Jack Brian Callaghan 

Huda Hassaan

Mariah Hassam 

Paramjot Singh Hayer

Azba Zahid

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(HONOURS), COMPUTER 
SCIENCE
Haider Ali Bajwa

Jonithan James

Michelle Kirkwood

Finola Anne McLaughlin 

Imran Jamal Mustafa

Muhammad Mubashir Qamar

Ethan Jason Randle-Bragg

Ramin Sarwer

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(HONOURS), COMPUTER 
SCIENCE, CO-OPERATIVE 
EDUCATION
Daniel Sebastian Earley

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
COMMUNICATION AND 
DIGITAL MEDIA STUDIES
Abdulraouf Masri

BACHELOR OF 
ARTS (HONOURS), 
CRIMINOLOGY AND 
JUSTICE
Larissa Aira Chapman

Bibhusha Dhital

Jasmine Kukreja

Emily May Lazarou

Jeonghyun Lee

Sanjay Xavier Mahalingam

Kobe Romeo Mico

Aruxsan Pathmalingam

Andrew Brook Paulmark 

Arya Pourkeivan

Kristina Theodota Powell

Isaac Christopher Quinn-
Gibson

Haleema Rehman

Keenan Joash Smith

Mahnoor Sohail

Tristen Suthanthiran

Leena Zeyad Tareq 

Amitha Uruthiramoorthy 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), FORENSIC 
PSYCHOLOGY
Taylor Victoria Dunne 

Faith Brianna Ephraim

Mawadi Mabika Kimmiesha 
Franklin

Sweta Mathivannan

Alicia Elizabeth Ulrich

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), LEGAL 
STUDIES 
Tamilia Toni-Ann Blake 

Jamila Isabelle Tan Durago 

Peter Timothy Goheen

Jessica Alexia Thompson

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(HONOURS), PSYCHOLOGY
Melanie Campo Acevedo

Erin Ashley McCready
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY:  
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 31,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world 
have adopted gonfalons and they use them 
during Convocation ceremonies to symbolize 
the different academic areas within the 
university. The seven gonfalons displayed at the 
university’s Convocation ceremonies represent 
the university and its six faculties. Gonfalon 
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Mitch and 
Leslie Frazer 
Faculty of  
Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)

16



MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, class of 2024! You’ve persevered 
through lectures, labs, tutorials and deadlines, and 
today we celebrate all of your achievements. On behalf 
of the Alumni Association, I am thrilled to welcome you 
to Ontario Tech’s alumni community! As you embark 
on this next stage of your lives, we cannot wait to see 
how you shape the future and become the leaders of 
tomorrow.

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve learned and 
developed lifelong connections. Convocation is only 
the beginning of your journey after university. You are 
now part of the Ontario Tech alumni family, who will 
always be here to support your success, whether it’s 
through alumni benefits, networking events or career 
development opportunities. To stay connected with our 
university, I encourage you to visit our alumni website 
(alumni.ontariotechu.ca) and follow our social media 
channels to discover everything available to you as an 
Ontario Tech graduate. The Alumni Association Council 
and the Alumni office are here to help you by offering a 
wide variety of in-person and virtual programs as well as 
events and other services.

Alumni are the university’s greatest ambassadors. You 
join our network of more than 30,000 graduates across 
the country and around the world. I hope you will stay 
connected with our university and your fellow alumni by 
sharing your experiences and accomplishments, and 
participating in alumni events. We are extremely proud 
of you and cannot wait to hear about everything you 
accomplish on your next adventure.

Congratulations!

Patil Mksyartinian
Faculty of Health Sciences, 
class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council
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