
1

ONTARIO TECH 
UNIVERSITY

SPRING CONVOCATION 2024

FA
CU

LT
Y 

O
F 

BU
SI

N
ES

S 
& 

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

 T
EC

H
N

O
LO

G
Y 



2
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FACULTY OF BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Ontario Tech University, Oshawa, Ontario
Friday, June 7, 2024





CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well-equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.

Following the ceremony, please join us for a reception  
located at Shawenjigewining Hall.
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Congratulations Class of 2024! 

After years of hard work and dedication, you have 
reached this proud moment in your lives. It brings me 
great joy to see you on this special day, surrounded 
by your classmates, family and friends who have 
supported you throughout your journey.

During your time at Ontario Tech, you’ve acquired 
knowledge and honed skills that have prepared 
you to make a meaningful impact in your chosen 
field. The degree you receive today symbolizes your 
academic achievement, as well as your adaptability 
and readiness to face challenges in a world of rapid 
technological change. 

This academic year, we commemorated a significant 
milestone in our university’s history: acknowledging 
the first 20 years of our dedication to excellence in 
education, research, and community engagement. 
We’ve got a great story to tell, and I am honoured 
that you’ve been an integral part of it.

As you venture forth with new challenges, I 
encourage you to stay true to your purpose and 
continue to strive for excellence. An exciting future 
filled with limitless possibilities awaits, and your 
university family looks forward to continuing to 
support you. 

On behalf of the Ontario Tech community, I extend 
my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes as you 
enter this next phase.
 

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer 
Chancellor

...YOUR UNIVERSITY FAMILY WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU IN THE YEARS 
AHEAD AS YOU ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2023-2024 Members of the Board of Governors

Carla Carmichael 

Frank Carnevale

Matthew Mackenzie 

Dale MacMillan 

Lisa McBride

Michael Rencheck

Hannah Scott

Gaurav Singh

Kim Slade 

Dwight Thompson

Michael Watterworth

Emily Whetung

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair 

Maria Saros, Vice-Chair

Lynne Zucker, Vice-Chair 

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor 

Eric Agius 

Ahmad Barari 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Class of 2024, today we celebrate the culmination 
of your years of dedication, perseverance, and 
hard work. As you stand on the threshold of a 
new beginning, I want to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to each one of you.

Your journey at Ontario Tech University has been 
marked by moments of triumph, growth, and 
discovery. You have acquired knowledge and skills, 
and formed lifelong friendships and memories. 
Remember that the experiences and lessons learned 
here will serve as your compass, guiding you through 
the challenges and successes that lie ahead.

As members of the Ontario Tech alumni community, 
you hold degrees that represent the values of 
innovation, integrity and social responsibility that 
define our university. Whether you choose to pursue 
further studies, embark on a professional career, or 
engage in meaningful volunteer work, I have every 
confidence you will continue to make us proud.

On behalf of the Ontario Tech community, 
congratulations on reaching this significant milestone 
in your academic journey. May you continue to 
soar to new heights and be recognized as the 
change-makers you are.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor

WE ARE HONOURED TO CELEBRATE WITH 
YOU AS YOU JOIN OUR ONTARIO TECH 
ALUMNI COMMUNITY...
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As we gather on your special graduation day to 
celebrate your remarkable achievements, I’m 
filled with immense pride for each of you. Together 
with our faculty and staff, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations. 

Dedication, vision and tenacity have marked your 
journey up to this moment. From the countless 
hours studying and spent in classrooms and labs, 
to the collaborative efforts you’ve put into your 
innovative projects and research, your commitment 
to your studies has been truly inspiring. You’ve also 
contributed to the vibrant and inclusive spirit of our 
campus community. Be assured that all aspects 
of your university experience will set you apart and 
serve you well throughout your career. 

In this next chapter of your lives as Ontario Tech 
alumni, remember you will always be a Ridgeback! 
We’d love for you to keep in touch with us. Your wins, 
big or small, are inspiring for future students. Always 
remember that we’ll be here to support you whenever 
needed. 

Congratulations once again on reaching 
this milestone. Best wishes for a bright and 
successful future!
 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

WE ARE HONOURED TO STAND ALONGSIDE 
YOU ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASION AND 
REFLECT ON YOUR DEDICATION, VISION 
AND TENACITY...

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Ms. Roberta Jamieson

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

Reception

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family using this QR code.

If you need first-aid assistance, please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT).  
 
A lost and found station is located at the Campus 
Recreation and Wellness Centre Registration Desk.
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HONORARY DEGREES
Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater society 
through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy contributions in 
areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

In recognition of her tireless 
advocacy for the rights and 
autonomy of Indigenous 
peoples, her leadership 
in the field of alternative 
dispute resolution, her 
efforts to improve education 
funding, access and 

opportunities for Indigenous youth, and for being a 
role model for those in public life, particularly women 
and Indigenous people, the university proudly confers 
upon Ms. Roberta Jamieson the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws.  

Called to the Bar in Ontario in 1982, Ms. Jamieson 
is an accomplished lawyer who was the first First 
Nations woman to earn a law degree in Canada. With 
acknowledged expertise in environmental, social and 
governance issues, she currently holds corporate 
directorships with RBC, Deloitte Canada and Chile, 
and the Rideau Hall Foundation, where she leads 
a national initiative to graduate more than 10,000 
Indigenous teachers. 

Her remarkable career includes being the first 
non-Parliamentarian appointed as a member of a 
special House of Commons committee on Indigenous 
self-government, and being the first Indigenous 
Commissioner of the Indian Commission of Ontario. 
At the request of the Prime Minister, she served on 
the inaugural Gender Equity Advisory Council during 
Canada’s G7 Presidency.

In 2001, she was the first woman elected Chief 
of the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory 
in Ontario. She is the first woman appointed as 
Ontario’s Ombudsman, where she took bold steps 
to advance service equity and initiated systemic 
investigations into allegations of administrative 
unfairness.

She previously served with numerous boards, 
including the Canadian Native Law Students 
Association and the Centre for Research in Women’s 
Health, and was Founding Patron of ImagineNATIVE, 
an international showcase of the work of Indigenous 
artists. While serving as President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Indspire, Ms. Jamieson 
transformed its focus to attracting funding for 
scholarships and bursaries for Indigenous youth, 
resulting in exceptional graduation results. Following 
this initiative, Charity Intelligence Canada recognized 
Indspire as one of 10 Canadian Charities with the 
most impact, while the Financial Post named Indspire 
one of Canada’s Top Charities.

In addition to receiving 30 previous honorary degrees 
and the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal, 
she has been recognized with numerous awards 
from a wide range of organizations including the 
Indigenous Bar Association (Indigenous Peoples’ 
Counsel designation), the Council of Ontario 
Universities, and the Canadian Council for Aboriginal 
Business. 

She has been invested as a member and officer of 
the Order of Canada and named three times to the 
Women’s Executive Network’s Top 100 list. 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Ms. Roberta Jamieson | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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DOCTOR OF LAWS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Roberta L. Jamieson

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ANALYTICS AND AI
Sarvang Sadanand Konnur

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Mohammadkhashayar Alavi

Ashutosh Anshu

Monika Barua

Hinna Bhasin

Salonee Ketankumar Bhatt

Shailee Bhatt

Fahim Shahriar Chowdhury

Charan Teja Damera

Anuhya Dasika

Mostafa Ebrahimi

Pooya Farrokhi

Subrata Halder

Syed Sadman Safat Hossain

Ruslan Ismagulov

Prathyusha Karnati

Pawanpreet Kaur

Gowtham Koppada

Divyaben Fenilkumar Mahant

Quazi Maliha Masud

Elham Mirzaei

Reshmi Narayanan 
Namboodiry

Pallavi Nayak

Meher Viswanath Nety

Avneet Kaur Pama

Tank Prasad Pant

Vishva Patel

Komala Pottabathini

Umar Zinnah Rafaet

Rajpreet Singh Randhawa

Maria Rosario Datuin Rodavia

Tushar Roy

Oluwamayowa Sanyaolu

Pamel Sareen

Anupama Krishna Sheela

Raghav Soni

Alekhya Tanniru

Dishaben Bharatbhai Vitthani

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
ACCOUNTING
Alison Ann Smegal

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS)
Stephanie Nneoma Akujobi

Arham Alvi

Tyrell Roy George Rodcliff 
Chung

Umer Emad

Jerice Patricia Gayle

Sanjeev Gogna

Zayeem Jamil

Marilyn Tiffani Jeyananthan

Cassidy John

Ryley Micheal Roch Lanthier

Katrina Lindhorst 

Kening Lu

Madison Debra Doreen 
Metcalf 

Romir Arun Mohamed

Kookul Muralitharan

Haider Nadeem

Ashan Naresh

William Richard Neill

Michael Vincenzo Pallone

Jhanvi Patel

Joshua David Persaud

Yosuf Popal

Sannia Saleem

Francesco Paolo Santelli

Samara Singh

Edward Wang

Shuoyuan Zhang

Ri Hua Zhou

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), ACCOUNTING
Usman Ghani Aziz

Kanishaa Baskaran 

Hiu Yeung Michael Cheng 

Jordan Patrick Chong

Sean Stewart Dick 

Sky Zakiya Dunkley 

Yovan Ridge Fernandes

George Fady Gobran

Mariyam Binte Hannan

Kaitlyn Olivia-Jean  
Harford 

Wesley James Gordon Hunt

Huzaifa Iqbal

Robin Joseph Kadalickal 

Zohaib Khan 

Dalton James Lesch 

John Ezekiel Lopez

Matthew Michael Lowcock 

Laiba Manzoor

Maggie Catherine McCrimmon

Seyed Salar Mousavi Madani

Aneeqa Nakhuda

Matthew Pagliaroli

James Perrott

Patrick Roque

Katelin Faith Rupke 

Viquar Ahmed Samrah 

Julie Ann Scully

Jaired Sides 

John Gabriel Martin Sumayod

Matthew Thibodeau

Omer Zia Uddin

Olesia Vlasenko

Katherine Elizabeth Walduck

Sherika Walker

Simeng Wang 

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), FINANCE
Megan Anthony Aguirre

Mahnoor Ahmad

Sahar Ahmadi

Rida Mughal Arif 

Humza Mohammad Baig

Jashan Bal

Frank Tariro Chikombero

Simone Chouhan

Noah Imoagene Dako

Connor Kenneth Davies

Jeremiah Devadas

Rebecca D’Silva

Patrick Giuseppe Finnegan 

DeJohn Elijah Francis

Nathan Kyle Fraser

Yufan Fu

Steven Terry Gill

Faryal Hassan

Dennis Hu

Peichen Hu

Benjamin Kenneth Remi 
Hughes

Jack Garfield Kerrigan

Abilash Ketheeswaran

Shawn Michael King

Thanusan Kirupananthan

Matthew Klumper 

Brigitte Laszlo 

Alexandra Iuliana  
MacDonald 

Muhammad Ibraheem Malik

Saira Maqbool

Abdul Moiz

Shahzeb Vincent Nadeem

Christ N’Guessan

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Friday, June 7, 2024

FACULTY OF BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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Luan Minh Nguyen

Thuy Duong Nguyen

Mitchell Anthony Nunes-Ford

Srushtiben Mahendrakumar 
Patel 

Prasath Patkunanathan

Michael Jack Pazienza

Matthew Ray Perovic

Jacob Pimentel

James Patrick Powers 

Akash Ramesh

Aaron Combis Raposas

Abinaja Raveendran

Sean Derek Rupnarain 

Harkunwar Sachdeva

Suvanikha Sasitharan

Andrew Joseph Saunders 

Yenuri Dayara Senadeera 

Talha Sohail

Minisha Suntharalingam

Pritika Suthakaran 

Thivash Thillairajah

Brendan Greig Tonks

Evan Lawrence Vella

Laiba Noor Waseem 

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), MARKETING
Suhrob Amirzada 

Myles Peter Beckett

Muhammad Tilal Chaudhry

Spencer Croft

Rojerson Edmond

Sarah Emad

Ramsha Fatima

David John Matthias Green 

Julia Alexandra Hambly

Taha Hamid 

Paul Neil Hetherington 

Tuoyo Gary Jackson 

Akbar Jamal

Alina Khan

Nicholas Lu

Larissa Jean Ophelia  
Lundy 

Seema Mohan

Grace Ann Morgan

Lyndsay Rose Nowak

Fotima Muhammad Osman

Raj Patel

Isabelle Pinard

Rachel Elizabeth Wilson 
Plancke

Bianca Elena Ponta

Abdul Wadood Qazi

Stelin Rajanayagam

Alex Rambarose

Adriana Lucia Reyes Chavez

Rebekka Reynolds

Maira Shaath 

Maha Siddiqui

Andrew Justin Singh

Akash Sornarajah

Danielle Yolanda Styles

Rachel Faith  
Vanderknokke 

Shobithan Vickneswaran

Cyprian Villaroel-Mckenley

Nazilla Wahabzadah

Chun-Chien Yang

Sharafaddin Mohammed 
Zyara

BACHELOR OF 
COMMERCE (HONOURS), 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
BEHAVIOUR AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT
Farhan Alam

Nikita Savannah Bennett

Nargis Ebrahimi

Alyssa Marie Estrela

Rachel Lee Gabourie

Ravy Prakash Ganesh

Mitchel Peter Hendy

Tristan Jones

Beverly Joseph

Mahin Khan

Joseph Mandool 

John McBride 

Jaya Sindhu Narayan 

Michaella Ahenkora Ofori

Faith Pinet

Taiyibah Zubair Sheikh

Justin Rakesh Singh

Brittney Elizabeth Dolly  
Sproul 

Sara Ann Stone

Ashwin Thehendram

Evan White

Alendra Patrick Wriker

Yutao Zhang

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Rami Fuad Abdulkarim

Sahar Arefi

Kenechukwu Uzoma Arimah

Harrison Arulneson

Mubashir Asim

Dina Dimitrijevic

Mackenzie David Henry

Ghaler Travis Oblena Hufana

Talal Hunjul

Sangeeth Benhur Kasukurthy

Ifeoluwa Esther Lanisa

Ananya Leekha 

Nicholas Joseph Madray

Jeremy Mikhail 

Hasan Mohammed 

Naveen Nethyrajan

Karen Wanjiku Njihia

Thanuraj Pathmanathan

Mithushan Sathanandan

Riya Kameshkumar Shah

Tariq Shihabdeen

Curtis James Smail

Maaz Sohail

Jananan Thavakirinathan

Adam Alexander White

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS)
Amrit Banwait 

Gabriel Anthony Robert 
Norman

Nadeem Safi

William Thomas Sobil

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
GAME DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Nazifa Alam 

Hossain Alinaqi

Mark Astilean-Rist 

Natasha Brenda Anne  
Bowles 

Alexander Peter Broersma

Ethan Francis Brogly

Jake Robert Calvert 

Ewan Wesley Chang 

Ryan Chang

Alexi Trae Russell Charles

Colin Charleson

Stephen See Chai Chin 

Gareth Robert Dawes 

Joseph Anthony Di Lisi

Ryan The Manh Dinh 

Kaelum Dow

Tiantian Fan

Ryan Cameron Fieldhouse

Josephine Sarah Flynn

Shesh Gaur 

Nicholas Roger Gauthier

Seif El Din Helaly

Jaden Ashton Jeffrey Hepburn

Aaron Ho

Kevin Huang

Joshua Nicholas  
Humphrey 

Mithunan Jayaseelan 

Cody Paul Jensen 

Kai Gaston Johannes  
Joseph 

Anthony Karas

Connor Alan Kaupert

Cameron Edward Keith

Ethan Christopher Sheldon 
Kirkendall

Hao Xin Vincent Lau

Justin Gee-An Lee

Harrison Matthew Leswick

Yaojie Li

Timothy Patrick Loudon

Francis Jeffrey David Lundy 
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Abdalla Emad AbdelHamid 
Hammad Mohamed 

Christian Simon Moncada

Nathaniel Alexander  
Moore 

Milena Novakovic 

Ikponmwosa Etin-Osa  
Odiase 

Jordan Tay Pelayo 

Ricardo Jose Prato 

Kainat Rashid 

Angelina Anastasia  
Ratchkov 

Aayush Shrestha

Emmanuel Mateo Sih

Robert Strauch 

Isaac Jordan Taylor 

Maddin Jacob Thom 

Mark Toufic

Kyra Trinidad 

Nathan Arian Tyborski 

Mohit Verma 

Carolyn Wong 

Nathan Christopher Woo 

Nicholas Peter Xynos

Joshua Tien Fu Yap

Ryan Lok Yin Yee 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
NETWORKING AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Mahir Kamal Abdellahi 

Dani Abdulmounem

Iwaleso David Adetuwo

Zahra Ahmed 

Rohan Ahuja 

Noor Ali Mujtaba

Chiemela James Anugwa

Emily Terese Aprile 

Mitchell Carter Au

Oreoluwa Precious Awoeyo

Daniel Boctor 

Aveann Velditz Busuego

Samuel Mackenzie Carroll

Jia Hao Chen

Prince Chennattu

Colin Cheung 

Preyom Zaved Choudhury 

Tommy Chronopoulos

Alexander Jason Cole 

Donovano Carlyle Joseph 
Condo

Anindya Sampad Das

Mahimna Kapildev Dave

Nicholas Andrew Dow

Spencer Thomas Fairbairn

Yasamin Fayyaz 

Dhruv Gusani

Jacob Harvey

Nhat Truong Nhat Hoang

Hasher Huda

Patrick Dougall Hughes

Raffayullah Syed Shah 
Hussaini

Syed Jaffri

Jonathan Kanapathy

Ryan Ajodha Kartick 

Alexander Maxwell Keith  
   Faculty Medal

Justin Jing Hao Kuang 

Amy Hua Wen Lee

Robbie Carson Little

Hamza Liverakos

Ryan Alexander Macneil

Mazen Mahmoud

Nicholas Quinn Mahoney 

Alex Christopher John 
McLennan

Ethan Andrew McLeod 

Younus Moinuddin 
Mohammed

Meghan Fiona Mosgrove

Taylor Alexandra Yakem 
Murray

Alexander Dominick Alvin 
Myers 

Mirwais Nezami 

Cameron John Oliveira 

Daniel Marcos Orellana 
Valverde

Luke Pacheco

Keyur Panchal

James Michael Pappas 

Anash Patel

Hamzah Patel

Jeel Patel

Raj Patel

Zaid Patel

Lathushan  
Pavalavelauthan 

Ramis Shahzad Qureshi

Zahid Rafiqzad

Zeeshan Nasar Raja

Reinel Ramirez Bouza 

Sarina Daveena Ramkissoon

Yahya Refaat

Kris Errol Adam Rios

Samantha Kayla Calapas 
Saavedra

Varij Saini 

Anuraj Singh Sanghu 

Wasf Shaikh 

Zaid Shaikh

Brandon Eric Shaw

Matthew Shea 

Muhamad Hamza Sheikh

Thomas Patrick Shields 

Ali Siddique 

Fawwaz Siddiqui

Suhaib Nihad Siddiqui

Nathan James Simon

Utku Soytekin 

Ho Wang Tang

Bilal Tariq

Sajan Thakali

Zain Ul abideen

Jeet Nikhil Vasudeo 

Vithushan Vigneswaran

Akshanan Judeson 
Vijayasekaran

David Weilun Wang

Kobi-Serran Aree  
Williams 

Wajiha Zaheer 

Hua Zhong 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Humza Afzal 

Hidayatullah Ahmadi

Gareth S. Bethel

Saquib Bhuiyan

Ryan Wing-Cheong Chan

Maida Chaudhry 

Joseph Elisha Chu

Tommy Ma Diep 

Mubashshir Bin Jamal

Salman Ahmed Khan

Asad Mahmood

Hiba Malik

Amal Mathew

Khalid Mazhar 

Kyle Mccarthy

Anish Bharat Mistry

Moboluwarin Daniel Ososami

Alsafa Mudassar Patel 

Hetkumar Girishchandra  
Patel 

Moeez Shahzad

Jakob Sperling 

Zackary Russell Young

 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 14
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Alexander Maxwell Keith 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),
Networking and Information Technology Security

MITCH AND LESLIE FRAZER  
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Nicole Marie Grozdanis
Bachelor of Education

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Daanyaal Khan Tahir
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours),
Software Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Ayodeji John Oluwaseun Olukoya
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),
Medical Laboratory Science

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Japnit Kaur Ahuja
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Computer Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Ramesah Mahmood Syed
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Psychology

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

 OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

Outstanding Thesis Awards recognize a student  
graduating from a thesis-based master’s program 
and a student from a thesis-based doctoral program 
whose thesis has made, or is expected to make, a 
significant contribution to their field of study.

2024 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Jennifer Susan Nichols

Thesis Title: The identification of novel cys-loop  
receptor genes in Dirofilaria immitis

Master of Science in Applied Bioscience

2024 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Lin Saleem

Thesis Title: Effects of dietary fiber components and 

gut microbiota products on the immune system: 

a focus on grape pomace as a novel source of 

fermentable substrates and bioactives

Doctor of Philosophy in Applied Bioscience
16



GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2024 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Ahmed Sheir 
Doctor of Philosophy,  
Electrical and Computer Engineering 

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2024 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Japnit Kaur Ahuja 
Bachelor of Science (Honours),
Computer Science

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD
Thomas McMorrow, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Emilia King, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

LEARNING RE-IMAGINED AWARD
Brenda Jacobs, PhD  
Mitch and Leslie Frazer Faculty of Education

OPENNESS IN EDUCATION AWARD
Ana Duff, PhD 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

TEACHING ASSISTANT EXCELLENCE AWARD
Hailey Tabbert,  
Faculty of Health Sciences

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Lindsay Malloy, PhD  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Nelson Amaral, PhD
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Atef Mohany, PhD
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science 
Brenda Jacobs, PhD
Mitch and Leslie Frazer Faculty of Education
Syed Qadri, MD, PhD
Faculty of Health Sciences
Rupinder Brar, PhD
Faculty of Science
Logan Ewanation, PhD
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY:  
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Modern and forward-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge 
to accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. Since first opening our doors on 
September 4, 2003 to a class of 947 students, our vibrant campus is now home to more than 11,000 students 
and 29,000 alumni who are making a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social and 
ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver 
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centered educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entrepreneurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students 
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with our 
researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems. Home to more 
than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate and capable 
scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered by the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas, a 
branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, including Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The eight gonfalons displayed at the university’s 
Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its seven faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Mitch and 
Leslie Frazer 
Faculty of 
Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences, Health 
Administration, Health Sciences

Business Administration, Commerce, 
Information Technology, Information 
Technology Security

Science in Nursing

Applied Science, Applied Science and 
Management, Engineering, Engineering 
and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, class of 2024! You’ve persevered 
through lectures, labs, tutorials, and deadlines, and 
today we celebrate all of your achievements. On behalf 
of the Alumni Association, welcome to our alumni 
community! As you embark on this next stage of your 
lives, we cannot wait to see how you shape the future 
and become the leaders of tomorrow!

Convocation isn’t the end of your relationship with the 
university; it’s only the beginning. We are committed to 
helping you succeed throughout your life, whether it’s 
through alumni benefits, networking events or career 
development opportunities. I encourage you to visit 
our Alumni website (alumni.ontariotechu.ca) and social 
media channels to learn about everything available 
to you as an Ontario Tech alumni. From a wide variety 
of in-person and virtual programs to events and other 
services, the Alumni Association Council and the Alumni 
Office are here to help.

Alumni are the university’s greatest ambassadors. You 
join our network of more than 30,000 graduates across 
the country and around the world. I hope you will stay 
connected with our university and your fellow alumni by 
sharing your experiences and accomplishments, and by 
participating in alumni events. We are extremely proud 
of you and cannot wait to hear about everything you 
accomplish on your next adventure.

Congratulations!

Kaitlynn Gambier
Faculty of Business and 
Information Technology,  
Class of 2013

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

CONVOCATION ISN’T THE END OF YOUR  
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY; IT’S ONLY 
THE BEGINNING. WE’RE COMMITTED TO HELPING 
YOU SUCCEED THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. 
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