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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.

Following the ceremony, please join us for a reception  
located at Shawenjigewining Hall.
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Congratulations Class of 2023! The entire Ontario 
Tech community shares immense pride in your 
success. Your years of hard work and dedication 
crystallize on this single day as a rewarding and 
symbolic life moment to share with classmates, 
family and friends.

The degree you receive today embodies your 
innovative skills and your flexibility to take on unique 
challenges and signifies to the world your ability to 
adapt to technological change. 

What’s more, you’ve earned your degree while 
navigating through various challenges and 
adjustments to daily routines over the last few 
years. You’ve been unwavering in your resilience and 
have dug deep to maintain your determination and 
sharpen your creativity. 

Without question, all of these experiences will 
forever speak volumes about your personal depth 
and character. As you embark along new paths and 
search for new rewards, keep your purpose in mind, 
along with the nuggets of wisdom you take from your 
time at Ontario Tech. And remember, your university 
family will continue to be here to support you in the 
years ahead as you achieve great things. 

On behalf of the entire Ontario Tech community, I 
again salute you on all your accomplishments. 

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

...YOUR UNIVERSITY FAMILY WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU IN THE YEARS 
AHEAD AS YOU ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2022-2023 Members of the Board of Governors

Ahmad Barari 

Carla Carmichael 

Kevin Chan 

Ran Hao 

Kori Kingsbury 

Thorsten Koseck 

Matthew Mackenzie 

Dale MacMillan 

Michael Rencheck

Joshua Sankarlal 

Kim Slade 

Trevin Stratton 

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair 

Maria Saros, Vice-Chair

Lynne Zucker, Vice-Chair 

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor 

Eric Agius 

Dwight Thompson

Roger Thompson 

Jim Wilson 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Class of 2023, congratulations on achieving this 
special milestone today! We are honoured to celebrate 
with you as you join our Ontario Tech alumni 
community and prepare for the next chapters of 
your journey. 

The skills and knowledge you have acquired at 
Ontario Tech will serve you well in the future, whether 
in your professional life, your continued academic 
studies, or in the volunteer activities you engage in 
that make a positive impact on your community. 

Savour the moment as you cross the Convocation 
stage. The degree you now hold recognizes and 
serves as a reward for all of your hard work, 
discipline, and commitment to your studies. Your 
degree also signals that you are prepared to lead and 
solve pressing problems through your proven capacity 
to develop and activate brilliant and creative ideas. 

One of the things I’m most excited about, and that 
I believe truly makes Ontario Tech a top destination 
for students, is our focus on the ethical application 
of technology to build better communities and 
protect our planet. As a university we’ve made it our 
priority to ensure ‘tech with a conscience’ is woven 
into our teaching and learning practices, granting 
our students opportunities to participate in exciting 
projects, many of which are firsts of their kind. 

Whether it’s getting involved in the development 
of Canada’s first electric vehicle, participating in 
hackathons to tackle nationwide challenges such 
as food insecurity, or incorporating virtual reality 
technology into surgical simulation and training, 
Ontario Tech students stand out among the rest for 
their academic knowledge, the hands-on experiences 
they’ve gained, and the accessible, impactful 
solutions they develop to make our world a better 
place. Having been immersed in Ontario Tech’s 
culture of entrepreneurship and social innovation 
throughout their academic journey, our graduates 
emerge from the university ready to achieve 
great things. 

On behalf of our entire university community, 
congratulations again on a job well done, and best 
wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor

WE ARE HONOURED TO CELEBRATE WITH 
YOU AS YOU JOIN OUR ONTARIO TECH 
ALUMNI COMMUNITY...
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As we celebrate you on your special graduation day, 
I’d like to offer my sincere congratulations and share 
how proud the university’s entire Academic Team— 
the deans, professors, lecturers, lab technicians, 
teaching assistants, advisors, and academic support 
units—are of you today. 

We are honoured to stand alongside you on this 
joyous occasion and reflect on your dedication, vision 
and tenacity, all of which have helped you succeed 
in your academic journey and personal growth. 
You’ve inspired us with your hard work on innovative 
projects and research collaborations, and with your 
efforts to connect with one another and build a 
caring community. Cherish these memories, knowing 
that your university experiences will set you apart 
and serve you well throughout your career. 

Now that you are part of our Ontario Tech alumni 
community, we hope you stay connected and share 
with us the exciting things that come next for you. 
We will always be here to support you, and we look 
forward to learning about your future personal and 
professional achievements. 

Once again, congratulations on reaching this 
milestone, and best wishes for your future! 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

WE ARE HONOURED TO STAND ALONGSIDE 
YOU ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASION AND 
REFLECT ON YOUR DEDICATION, VISION 
AND TENACITY...

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 
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COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Dr. Samir Sinha

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Alumni Association Address
Patil Mksyartinian, Class of 2020

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

Reception

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family here.

If you need first-aid assistance please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) tent. A 
lost and found station is located in the cafeteria in 
the Business and IT Building.
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HONORARY DEGREES

Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements and remarkable service. 
These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the advancement of knowledge in one or more field; 
provided outstanding service to the greater society through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or 
made noteworthy contributions in areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant community contributions 
at the local, national or international levels. 

2023 HONORARY  
DEGREE RECIPIENTS

•	 The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson  
and Mr. John Ralston Saul

•	 Dr. Mike DeGagné

•	 Ms. Christine Elliott

•	 Mr. Sheldon Levy

•	 Dr. Samir Sinha

•	 Ms. Christina Sorbara and Mr. Edward Sorbara
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DR. SINHA’S VALUES STRONGLY ALIGN 
WITH ONTARIO TECH’S FOCUS ON 
INTEGRITY, INTELLECTUAL RESILIENCE 
AND INNOVATION....

For his tireless work 
as an advocate for 
older persons, and 
his contributions to 
the development and 
implementation of new 
health and social care 
models, standards and 
policies to support our 
ageing population at the 
provincial, national and 
international levels, the 
university proudly confers 
upon Dr. Samir Sinha 
the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws. 

Dr. Sinha’s values strongly align with Ontario 
Tech’s focus on integrity, intellectual resilience and 
innovation. He currently serves as the Director of 
Geriatrics at Sinai Health and the University Health 
Network in Toronto, the Peter and Shelagh Godsoe 
Chair in Geriatrics at Sinai Health, and the Director 
of Health Policy Research at the National Institute on 
Ageing at Toronto Metropolitan University. 

Dr. Sinha is also a Professor at the University of 
Toronto’s Departments of Medicine, Family and 
Community Medicine as well as the Institute of 
Health Policy, Management and Evaluation and an 
Adjunct Professor of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine in Maryland.

A Rhodes Scholar, he completed his undergraduate 
medical studies at Western University before 
obtaining a master’s degree in Medical History and 
a doctorate in Sociology at the University of Oxford’s 
Institute of Population Ageing. After returning to 
pursue postgraduate training in Internal Medicine at 
the University of Toronto, Dr. Sinha went to the United 
States where he served as the inaugural Erickson/
Reynolds Fellow in Clinical Geriatrics, Education and 
Leadership at Johns Hopkins University.

Dr. Sinha’s breadth of international training and 
expertise in health policy and in the delivery of 
services related to the care of the elderly have 
made him a highly regarded expert in the care of 
older adults, including by many high-profile media 
organizations such as the New York Times and 
the BBC. 

He was appointed by the Government of Ontario in 
2012 to lead Ontario’s Seniors Strategy. Maclean’s 
magazine proclaimed him as one of Canada’s 50 
most influential people and most-compelling voice 
for the elderly, while The Medical Post magazine 
declared him Canada’s third-most important doctor. 
Since 2021, he’s been a member of the Government 
of Canada’s National Seniors Council, and recently 
led the development of Canada’s new National Long-
Term Care Services Standard.
  
Beyond Canada, Dr. Sinha is internationally 
recognized for his leadership, expertise and 
contributions to advancing health care and policies 
related to older people. He is a Fellow of the 
American Geriatrics Society and a member of the 
American Red Cross Scientific Advisory Council. 
He has further consulted and advised hospitals 
and health authorities in Britain, China, Iceland, 
Singapore, St. Kitts and Nevis, Taiwan and the United 
States on the implementation and administration of 
unique, integrated and innovative models of geriatric 
care that reduce disease burden, improve access 
and capacity and ultimately promote health.

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Dr. Samir Sinha | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

9



DOCTOR OF LAWS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Samir Kumar Sinha

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, 
HEALTH SCIENCES
Heather Stirling McCracken

Thesis Title: Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) and the 
influence of multisensory 
processes and 
sensorimotor integration on 
motor performance

MASTER OF  
HEALTH SCIENCES
Negin Aalaei

Marie Christine Abu Itham

Rabia Akhter

Magdalena Elizabeth Albrecht-
Bisset

Danielle Bianca Bates

Garrett Ronald Joseph Blakey

Alexandra Lynn Campbell

Devonte Tyler Campbell

Navika Singh Cheema

Krystina Marie Clarke

Sarah Audrey Fitzgerald

Emma Colleen Grant

Kierstyn Veronika Hawke

Kori Terese Lichtfuss

Stephanie Littleford

Faryal Kiran Maniyali

Megan Kathleen McIntosh

Emmeline Ophelia Meens 
Miller

Arman Mohammadi

Pamela Tshika Mutombo

Nicholas Alexander O’Rourke

Janice Padilla

Shanelle Bianca Racine

Angelina Raphaelle Singson

Mithusa Sivanathan

Hailey Sierra Tabbert

Sascha Tuuha

Samira Wahab

Michael William Bruce 
Watterworth

Rufeyda Wise

BACHELOR OF ALLIED 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
(HONOURS)
Elaine Rosemary  
Armstrong 

Nilufer Attard

Tejinder Kaur Bhullar 

Leah Jane Chapelle 

Christina Chau Esposito 

Julia Sarah Cicciarella 

Ryan Edmond Lawrence 
Cichowski 

Claire Elizabeth  
Dempsey 

Trishtin Jessica Dolan 

Efram Ellenbogen 

Margaret Elizabeth Frey 

Breanna Samantha Jones 

Deepika Kansal

Erin Lindsay Kostuch 

Natalie Danielle Paille

Nicole Pedersen 

Shannon Lee Polito 

Andrea Lyn Salazar

Meaghan Rebecca Simm 

JiaYang Tang

Thurja Thavarajah 

Rosamaria Torchia

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS)
Mahmoud Abuhassira 

Rimsha Adhami 

Vanessa Affe 

Aishah Tauseef Ahmed 

Ravi Shankar Akella

Manal Alabdulmunem 

Shaker Aljouuda

Jakub Andrasik

Mesgana Yonas Araia 

Vishnavi Bhakiaraj

Zayna Bouakkar 

Victoria Catherine Briden

Hala Chalhoub 

Rhese Kathryn Chambers

Roshni Chodha 

Kaitlyn Paige Courville

Mitchelle Jordan Cruz

Elnaz Delavari

Arthel Dzumford

Bianca Rose Fiorini 

Gabriela Valentina Gonzalez 
Cabral

Tanner Jan  
Gustavsen-Walker 

Halai Halai

Makayla Henry

Olivia Ann Jackson 

Hamza Jamal

Mojda Jawanshir

Navreen Jhawar

Ithigashan Kandasamy

Kuberan Karunarajah

Madina Jumma Khan 
Khaodadad

Saveetha Kirupaharan

Christeen Kurian

Emily Lascu

Petyo Petrov Manchev

Lauren Hayley Marie 
Martinelli 

Anel Martinez

Susan Sahar Mattin 

Jean Claude Harristote Mbuyi

Waliyah Atif Mirza

Chealsey Mondoux-Hebert

John Daniel Navarro  
Moreno 

Grace-Pauline Mubiala 
Mutalamuna

Chase Casey O’Halloran 

Nora Fega O’Miller 

Samer Ahmed Owiar

Kayatheri Parameswaran

Manav Sanjaykumar Patel

Manisha Peters

Sahar Sara Qureshi

Maryam Rana 

Amber Anne Ruetz 

Olivia Mae Sacuevo

Birsan Hemed Said 

Olivia Santarelli

Christianne Jade Aniz Sese

Zenia Shahab 

Aakifuddin Shaik

Alyaa Singer 

Hadi Akeel Singer

Hussein Singer

Mustafa Singer 

Shaelyn Valen Slauko

Ammad Sohail

Ariana Catherine Sohrabi 

Mithusha Sritharan 

Abdullah Tayab 

Om Thakkar

Anirththan Tharmasothy

Bridget Marie Tynan 

Jasmine Kaur Virk

Norman Ngwa Wadu

Simran Walia

Kaitlyn Ann Wheater

Chun-Ting Jonathan Wong

Virginia Morgan Wood

Braydon Mitchell Wayne 
Wraxall

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Wednesday, June 7, 2023

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES

 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 10



BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS), 
KINESIOLOGY
Amrutha Cyriac

Hussain Afrooz Afzal

Zion Veronica Masedman 
Agnaya

Julia Alemao

Alyssa Ann Andrianidis

Lydia Antwi

Daniel Arian

Emily Armstrong

Josephine Arnott

Pardis Babelmorad 

Monica Claire Bacareza 

Andrew Arturo William 
Bascom

Natalie Kendra Bates 

Jeffrey Thomas Beaumont

Bradley Austin Sousa Botelho

Hannah Elizabeth Bragg

Marco Brusco

Samantha Anne Buckle 

Colin Robert Byers

David Gordon Raymond 
Carroll 

Hannah Michelle Chant 

Mya Ariel Ching’anda 

Jasmina Constantine

Michael Joseph Coulter

Jensen Victoria Currie 

Cierra Katie Dell

Eleftheria Douros

Cassandra Druken 

Nicole Faith Erdelyi

Rheanna Mckenzy Flynn

Melinda Hannah  
Geissberger 

Jared Daegan Ahamad 
Ghanny

Violetta Giedrojc 

Vipushiga Gnaneswaran 

Renata Elyse Camille 
Goorbarry 

Kendra Ashleigh Gowdy 

Caylin Dianne Gracie

Robert James Graham 

Bryce Ronald Ramirez Gray

Masuoda Hamidi

Thushari Herath Herath 
Mudiyanselage

Jean-Paul Hernandez

Kaitlyn Hunter Higgins 

Caroline Rose Hunter 

Veronica Ibrahim

Sandra Ikladious

Jessica Maria Issa 

Aakhash Jeyachelvan

Adam Alexander Jokic

Rebecca Ann Jones 

Ashis Khadka

Alicia Jane Kollaard 

Ashlynne Koly

Benjamin Louis Lacey 

Kyle Alexander Lefebvre

Marisa Olesha Lojko 

Michael Low 

Manal Jaffar Malik

Ivan Conrad Manalo

Taryn Emily Marmara 

Brolin Makoto Masuhara

Matthew Jacob Mattila 

Tyson McConnell 

Travis Kerry Mccormack

Noah McMullin

Harleigh Anne McNaughton

Jacob Henry Miess 

Eva Cristina Moreno Garcia

Alain Youssef Naggar 

Abin Bijoy Nanjilathu

Nalin Hari Nanthakumar

Chad Ramsammy Naraine

Sofia Alexandra Navas

Amna Naz

Vashnica Deborah Newell

Tina Nguyen

Christopher Ogbemudia Ogie

Aqilah Painter

Katrina Pappas

Nicole Paraskevopoulos

Nicholas Patas

Sneha Patel

Luis Fernando Pazmino 
Estevez

Kristen Jessica Ramenda

Shannon Deepa Ramgoolam

Augustin Rassem

Meghan Nilesh Kumar Raval

Casey Mathew Reed 

Rogih Riad Andrawes 

Roubir George Riad  
Andrawes 

Denniella Elaine Rivard

Subanki Sabesan

Keesha Carmen May 
Saunders

Brianne Paige Schneider 

Tina Peiyi Shen

Andrew Hany Sadek  
Sieffien 

Jeremiah Sinena 

Benjamin Thomas Slaughter

Emily Thelma Joan 
Stephenson

Allison Amanda Stone 

Leah Elizabeth Storms 

Andrew Suriyuth 

Maddison Elizabeth 
Sutherland-Ouellette

Aatikah Thangarasa

Jordan Tyrone Virgil-Lewin

Stephanie Viviano 

Athanasios Thomas Wall

Kevin Peter Wall

Joshua Brandon Wells

Stella Wielgosz

Scott Matthew Williams 

Cameron Michael Wilson 

Jeremian Yeeman Wong

Jordan Douglas Woolner 

Shanyn Michaela Grace Joan 
Young

Hamia Zahid

BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES (HONOURS), 
MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SCIENCE
Sarah Jean Austin 

Rita Bou Zeid 

Ryan Nathanael  
Bozor-Mbobi 

Michelle Maria Cameron 

Noa Vince Castillo 

Nicole Corbett

Sarah Elizabeth Gawley 

Realyn Ante Habon 

Hafsa Haider 

Reese Leagh Kersten 

Claire Elizabeth Knowles  
   Faculty Medal

Mercedes Lam

Dahyun Lee 

Jillian Nicole Liverance 

Joshua Mar 

Toni-Marcelle Daley Martin

Xinyu Miao

Danielle Elizabeth Pitter 

Alicia Katarina Pokupec 

Olena Pyetsun

Marina Samy Rezk 

Kira Elizabeth Shaw 

Abbigail Christina Spence

Shobana Thevakumar 

Zedmalia Diana Wolfe 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING (HONOURS)
Aayat Jamal Abdalla

Nia Sherif Abdullahi

Maryam Aghaei Heris

Alif Munia Ahmed 

Haniah Ahmed

Alaa Judy Alameddine

Judy Alameddine

Nicole Ashlie Ascott 

Moriliat Asekun

Amber Nicole Assinewe

Emily Elizabeth Darlene 
Babiak

Angela Bacolor

Jade Dorrean Barker

Cayla Angelina Ali Beaton

Cynthia Marie Belbin 

Margaret Berberich 

Helen Best 
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Adam Nathaniel Bevis

Shyam Kumari Bhattari 
Poudel 

Madeline Irina Blondin

Natasha Ariel Bogle

Guylaine Bullen 

Abbiegail Aguila Bunyi

Katherine Anne Michelle 
Burditt

Angelina Leslie Campbell

Lara Elizabeth Rose Carr

John Ronel Castillo

Stacy Barbara Charlton

Rinzin Chodon

Yat Long Chong 

Nicole Elaine Clark

Brenna Anwen Clendinning

Nicole Marissa Colangelo

Mackenna Lynn Cook

Sarah Christina Cooper 

Kiersten Cross 

Valerie Natalie Cruickshank

Eunice Gonzales Cruz

Emily Lynn Dafoe 

Ethan Dargan

Reiniel Pedrena Davila

Brooke Arlene Davis 

Alessia De Marchi

Taylor-Ann Lorraine  
Dennis 

Alexandra Christine Derby

Christina Nicole DeVincenzo

Katarina Dimovic 

Khena Villacortes Diorico

Leanna Jasmine Doodnauth

Sommer Hope Dunand

Kimberley Anne Dwinnell

Lisa Marie Eisler 

Josie Lee Elder 

Michelle R. Elkins 

Dome Danace Aleen Andaya 
Famy 

Brittney Rita Faragher

Chelsea Elizabeth Fayer 

Jessica Magdalena Felicity 
Fernandez

Madeleine Catherine  
Finbow 

Brittany Mary Freeburn

Madalene Patricia Frith

Maya Rosa Ganhao 

Ning Gao 

Jessica Magaly Gatica Arias

Saba Ghafar

Faridun Ghaffar

Pooja Ghai 

Phoebe Ghali

Sukhman Kaur Gill

Lillian Girgis

Alexandra Grace Graida

Hannah Mackenzie Grant

Adrianna Kimberly  
Graves 

Andrea Marilyn Gray 

Nicole Marie Green 

Zaynab Sumaiya Habib

Reeya Safia Hackeek

Nerae Nicolan Hall-Brown

Chante Janice Hamilton 

Rachelle Hamvas

Jaspreet Hansra 

Afia Haq

Vanessa Vashtie Harford 

Brianna Michelle Hill

Hannah Makayla Hill

Micaela Kathyrn Lynda Hill

Micaela Jasmin Huang

Taaha Hamid Ijaz 

Jennifer Marie Imough

Danisha Jamiel Jack 

Brianna Victoria Jagmohan-
Singh 

Ara Mae Datu Jingco

Hyewon Jo 

Amal Joseph

Zeinab Kahrazeh Sangan

Sharanga Kamalenthiran

Karthika Kanagarajah 

Janaki Kapoor 

Sukhpreet Kaur 

Sarah Kember

Ekamjot Kaur Khela 

Yoojin Kim 

Michelle Kompaneets 

Jenna Lynn Ladouceur

Nicole Marie Laffin 

Alexandrena Lawless

Rachael Lee

Seanette Lewin

Kimone Lewis 

Wei Li 

Hsin-Yi Liu 

Malgorzata Ludwinski 

Surayya Macci

Kayla Lauren Madill

Suesana Manoharan

Rebecca Lee Marlow

Amber Ilana Marti 

Frances Maria Mayne

Hasfia Mazlomyar

Rachel Brooke 
McDowell‑Anderson

Emily Lynn McKeachnie 

Sophia Marie McMillan 

Shantel Ramos Melli

Haidy Wael Farouk Ismail 
Mohamed 

Makeba Epiphany  
Montague 

Madeline Alison Morra

Melanica Morrieskumar 

Taylor Morrison

Brittany Lynn Murray

Amin Muhammed Musah

Achchana Nadarajah

Ia Paulina Nebres 

Cecilia An Nguyen 

Marianthi Alexandra 
Nikolakakis 

Stephanie Leigh Noel

Jacob Gordon O’Blenes

Brittany Folasade Ogundare

Jennae Davian O’Neill

Burul Osmonova 

Alison Ostrander 

MacKenzie Dawn  
Ostrowski 

Cornelia J. Palmer 

Nisha Pandey Sedhain

Alexandrea Yssabel Panuelos

Ericka Perdido 

Alexandra Abigail Perron

Nicole Vinita Persaud

Brianna Madison Peyton

Sarah Christine Pineau

Anna Poida 

Paulyn Kylie Policarpio  
Radam 

Ghazal Rahmany 

Anjali Rai 

Jenebe Cutanda Rama

Prince David Pascual Ramos

Celina Sky Raymond 

Taylor Joanne Read

Lauren Nicole Reid

Ria Kiara Richardson

Natoye Nordea Ricketts 

Emily Elaine Robinson

Zoe Robitaille

Chloe Anne Rosario

Haryshan Ruthiraseelan

Sabtna Sajentheran

Mandeep Kaur Sandhu 

Arlon Jesse Gaza Santos 

Navjot Saron

Chajan Sathiyeswaran

Dinosha Satkunasingam

Tearvyn Cybil-Shadi Saylor

Rachel Vanessa Schiebel 

Kerri Margaret Schuknecht

Aimee Marie Segers

Yallda Shamss 

Sara Sherif

Josephine Alexandra  
Silva 

Piriyanka Sivananthan

 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 12



Jessica Rachel Slater

Kayla Jessica Snow 

Susi Meire Gouveia de Sousa

Leah Margaret Spurs

Thivyanee Sriranjan 

Tara Margaret Summers 

Saira Sundas

Cayden Benjamin Rocco 
Sutherland

Megan Grace Swanson

Omobola Funmilayo  
Taiwo 

Divina Gracia Salen Tan

Amy Rebecca Taylor 

Chelsea Tchoumkeu 

Sharuka Thevarajah

Elaiza Cabactulan Trinidad

Angelica Tuchaj

Shaily Dalya Turner 

Queen Unoma 

Mark Valencia 

Chad Aaron Wareham 

Molly Olivia Erika Whitchurch

Shannon White 

Kyle Victor Wilkinson 

Makara A. Williams

Ewelina Anna Wynnes

Katelyn Camins Yu

Karisa Jolyn Madison Yule 

Miriam Grace Zimmerman 
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Isabella Victoria Smith 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),  
Technology Management

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Sarah Megan Landry
Bachelor of Education

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Philip Elijah Anisimov
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours), 
Mechanical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Claire Elizabeth Knowles
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),  
Medical Laboratory Science

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
David Allen Powers
Bachelor of Science (Honours),  
Computer Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Lindsay Collin-Rooney
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Forensic Psychology

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

 OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

Outstanding Thesis Awards recognize a student  
graduating from a thesis-based master’s program 
and a student from a thesis-based doctoral program 
whose thesis has made, or is expected to make, a 
significant contribution to their field of study.

2023 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Cassandre Dion Lariviere

Thesis Title: The Effects of Rapport Building on  
Information Disclosure in Virtual Interviews

Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

2023 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Martin Magill

Thesis Title: Opportunities for the Deep Neural 
Network Method of Solving Partial Differential 
Equations in the Computational Study of Biomolecules 
Driven Through Periodic Geometries

Doctor of Philosophy in Modelling and  
Computational Science14



GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2023 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Cassandre Dion Lariviere 
Master of Science, Forensic Psychology

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2023 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Lindsay Collin-Rooney 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Forensic Psychology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD
Wendy Barber, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Amanda McEachern Gaudet, MBA,  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

LEARNING REIMAGINED AWARD
Alison Mann, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

OPENNESS IN EDUCATION AWARD
Ami Mamolo, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT EXCELLENCE AWARD
Andrew Putman,  
Faculty of Health Sciences

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Robyn Ruttenburg-Rozen, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Gavin Ball, 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Meaghan Charest-Finn, PhD,  
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science
Timothy Macneill, PhD,  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Syed Qadri, MD, PhD,  
Faculty of Health Sciences
Ana Vakiloroayaei, PhD,  
Faculty of Science
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forwarding-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge to 
accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. We inspire and equip our students and 
graduates to make a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social  
and ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver  
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centred educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entreprenurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students  
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with  
our researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems.  
Home to more than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate 
and capable scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered under the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the Traditional Territory of the Mississaugas,  
a branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, which includes Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The eight gonfalons displayed at the university’s 
Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its seven faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Faculty of  
Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences,  
Health Sciences

Commerce, 
Business Administration

Science in Nursing

Engineering, Engineering  
and Management

Applied Science, Applied  
Science and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Information Technology,  
Information Technology Security

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, class of 2023! You’ve persevered 
through lectures, labs, deadlines and even a global 
pandemic, and today, we celebrate all of your 
achievements. On behalf of the Alumni Association, 
welcome to our alumni family! Having endured 
unprecedented circumstances to complete your 
education, we cannot wait to see how you shape the 
future and become leaders of tomorrow! 

Convocation isn’t the end of your relationship with the 
university; it’s only the beginning. We’re committed 
to helping you succeed throughout your life, whether 
it’s through alumni benefits or career development 
opportunities. I encourage you to visit our Alumni 
website (alumni.ontariotechu.ca) and social media 
channels to learn about everything available to you 
in your new role as #OTAlumni. From a wide variety of 
in-person and virtual programs to events and other 
services, the Alumni Association Council and Alumni 
Office are here to help. 

Alumni are the university’s greatest ambassadors. 
You join our network of more than 26,500 graduates 
across our country and around the world. I hope you 
will join me in staying connected with our university 
and fellow alumni by sharing your experiences and 
accomplishments and by participating in alumni events. 
We are extremely proud of you and cannot wait to hear 
about everything you accomplish on your journey. 

Congratulations, you did it!

Muhammad Mahad
Faculty of Engineering and  
Applied Science, Class of 2016

Faculty of Energy Systems and 
Nuclear Science, Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

CONVOCATION ISN’T THE END OF YOUR  
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY; IT’S ONLY 
THE BEGINNING. WE’RE COMMITTED TO HELPING 
YOU SUCCEED THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. 
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