
ONTARIO TECH 
UNIVERSITY

SPRING CONVOCATION 2023

FA
CU

LT
Y 

O
F 

BU
SI

N
ES

S 
& 

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

 T
EC

H
N

O
LO

G
Y 



CONVOCATION CEREMONYCONVOCATION CEREMONY
FACULTY OF BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Ontario Tech University, Polonsky Commons, Oshawa, Ontario
Friday, June 9, 2023





CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!
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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
OUR STUDENTS—THEIR 
SUCCESS AT ONTARIO 
TECH, AS WELL AS THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEY WILL ACHIEVE IN 
THE FUTURE.

 

We can all take great pride in this moment.  
After all, each of us—family and friends, professors, 
academic advisors, members of the board—have 
helped to ensure the academic success of our 
students. We’re proud of our students and we know 
they’re well equipped to meet the challenges of  
today and the future.

Following the ceremony, please join us for a reception  
located at Shawenjigewining Hall.
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Congratulations Class of 2023! The entire Ontario 
Tech community shares immense pride in your 
success. Your years of hard work and dedication 
crystallize on this single day as a rewarding and 
symbolic life moment to share with classmates, 
family and friends.

The degree you receive today embodies your 
innovative skills and your flexibility to take on unique 
challenges and signifies to the world your ability to 
adapt to technological change. 

What’s more, you’ve earned your degree while 
navigating through various challenges and 
adjustments to daily routines over the last few 
years. You’ve been unwavering in your resilience and 
have dug deep to maintain your determination and 
sharpen your creativity. 

Without question, all of these experiences will 
forever speak volumes about your personal depth 
and character. As you embark along new paths and 
search for new rewards, keep your purpose in mind, 
along with the nuggets of wisdom you take from your 
time at Ontario Tech. And remember, your university 
family will continue to be here to support you in the 
years ahead as you achieve great things. 

On behalf of the entire Ontario Tech community, I 
again salute you on all your accomplishments. 

Sincerely,
Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

...YOUR UNIVERSITY FAMILY WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU IN THE YEARS 
AHEAD AS YOU ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

2022-2023 Members of the Board of Governors

Ahmad Barari 

Carla Carmichael 

Kevin Chan 

Ran Hao 

Kori Kingsbury 

Thorsten Koseck 

Matthew Mackenzie 

Dale MacMillan 

Michael Rencheck

Joshua Sankarlal 

Kim Slade 

Trevin Stratton 

Mitch Frazer, Chancellor 

Laura Elliott, Chair 

Maria Saros, Vice-Chair

Lynne Zucker, Vice-Chair 

Steven Murphy, President and Vice-Chancellor 

Eric Agius 

Dwight Thompson

Roger Thompson 

Jim Wilson 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Class of 2023, congratulations on achieving this 
special milestone today! We are honoured to celebrate 
with you as you join our Ontario Tech alumni 
community and prepare for the next chapters of 
your journey. 

The skills and knowledge you have acquired at 
Ontario Tech will serve you well in the future, whether 
in your professional life, your continued academic 
studies, or in the volunteer activities you engage in 
that make a positive impact on your community. 

Savour the moment as you cross the Convocation 
stage. The degree you now hold recognizes and 
serves as a reward for all of your hard work, 
discipline, and commitment to your studies. Your 
degree also signals that you are prepared to lead and 
solve pressing problems through your proven capacity 
to develop and activate brilliant and creative ideas. 

One of the things I’m most excited about, and that 
I believe truly makes Ontario Tech a top destination 
for students, is our focus on the ethical application 
of technology to build better communities and 
protect our planet. As a university we’ve made it our 
priority to ensure ‘tech with a conscience’ is woven 
into our teaching and learning practices, granting 
our students opportunities to participate in exciting 
projects, many of which are firsts of their kind. 

Whether it’s getting involved in the development 
of Canada’s first electric vehicle, participating in 
hackathons to tackle nationwide challenges such 
as food insecurity, or incorporating virtual reality 
technology into surgical simulation and training, 
Ontario Tech students stand out among the rest for 
their academic knowledge, the hands-on experiences 
they’ve gained, and the accessible, impactful 
solutions they develop to make our world a better 
place. Having been immersed in Ontario Tech’s 
culture of entrepreneurship and social innovation 
throughout their academic journey, our graduates 
emerge from the university ready to achieve 
great things. 

On behalf of our entire university community, 
congratulations again on a job well done, and best 
wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,
Dr. Steven Murphy
President and Vice-Chancellor

WE ARE HONOURED TO CELEBRATE WITH 
YOU AS YOU JOIN OUR ONTARIO TECH 
ALUMNI COMMUNITY...
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As we celebrate you on your special graduation day, 
I’d like to offer my sincere congratulations and share 
how proud the university’s entire Academic Team— 
the deans, professors, lecturers, lab technicians, 
teaching assistants, advisors, and academic support 
units—are of you today. 

We are honoured to stand alongside you on this 
joyous occasion and reflect on your dedication, vision 
and tenacity, all of which have helped you succeed 
in your academic journey and personal growth. 
You’ve inspired us with your hard work on innovative 
projects and research collaborations, and with your 
efforts to connect with one another and build a 
caring community. Cherish these memories, knowing 
that your university experiences will set you apart 
and serve you well throughout your career. 

Now that you are part of our Ontario Tech alumni 
community, we hope you stay connected and share 
with us the exciting things that come next for you. 
We will always be here to support you, and we look 
forward to learning about your future personal and 
professional achievements. 

Once again, congratulations on reaching this 
milestone, and best wishes for your future! 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lori A. Livingston
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

WE ARE HONOURED TO STAND ALONGSIDE 
YOU ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASION AND 
REFLECT ON YOUR DEDICATION, VISION 
AND TENACITY...

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST  
AND VICE-PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 

6



COGITANDO ET COGITANDO ET 
AGENDO DUCEMUSAGENDO DUCEMUS
By thinking and doing,  
we shall lead. 

  
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGSORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

Processional

Indigenous Honour Song

National Anthem

Opening of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic

Chancellor’s Address
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

President’s Address
Dr. Steven Murphy, President and 
Vice-Chancellor

Conferral of the Honorary Degree
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Honorary Doctorate Address
Ms. Christina Sorbara and  
Mr. Edward Sorbara

Conferral of Degrees
Mr. Mitch Frazer, Chancellor

Alumni Association Address
Kaitlynn Gambier, Class of 2013

Closing of Convocation
Dr. Lori A. Livingston,  
Provost and Vice-President, Academic 

Recessional

Reception

OUR MOTTO

CEREMONY NOTES
As a courtesy, audience members are asked to 
remain in their seat throughout the convocation 
ceremony and until the Academic Procession has 
left the ceremony. The audience should rise, if they 
are able, for the Processional, the Honour Song, the 
National Anthem and the Recessional. Please silence 
electronic devices for the duration of the ceremony. 
Guests wishing to take photos during the ceremony 
are asked to do so from their seat. A professional 
photographer will photograph each graduate and 
provide a complimentary proof following the ceremony. 

View and share the convocation 
ceremony webcast with friends  
and family here.

If you need first-aid assistance please visit the 
Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) tent. A 
lost and found station is located in the cafeteria in 
the Business and IT Building.
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HONORARY DEGREES

Honorary degrees recognize individuals who have accomplished extraordinary achievements 
and remarkable service. These individuals have demonstrated a significant contribution to the 
advancement of knowledge in one or more field; provided outstanding service to the greater 
society through non-academic achievements and/or public service; or made noteworthy 
contributions in areas relevant to the mission of the university and/or local community. 

DOCTOR OF LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA (LLD)
Awarded for outstanding achievement in social science in the broadest sense, or significant 
community contributions at the local, national or international levels. 

For her renowned 
leadership in the real estate 
development industry, 
community volunteerism, 
philanthropic endeavours 
that have contributed 
greatly to the growth of 
Durham Region and beyond, 

and her success as a national team athlete, the 
university proudly confers upon Ms. Christina Sorbara 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.

Ms. Sorbara is a highly regarded business executive, 
strategic coach, author, speaker and athlete. 
Within the family-owned real estate development 
company, the Sorbara Group of Companies (Sorbara 
Group), she serves as Vice-President of Corporate 
Knowledge, part of the Strategic Planning Oversight 
Group, and as Head of Human Resources and 
Corporate Responsibility for the entire group of 
companies.

Ms. Sorbara and the Sorbara team currently oversee 
numerous projects in various stages of development 
in and around the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 
including past and present builds in Durham Region. 

She is also a Director of the Advisory Board, Chair of 
the Human Resources Committee and the Chair of 
The Sam Sorbara Charitable Foundation (celebrating 
40 years); the main vehicle for the family’s and 
company’s community engagement and philanthropy. 

Ms. Sorbara holds a Bachelor of Arts in Business 
Economics and International Relations from Brown 
University in Rhode Island. She is also a trained 
strategic coach through Adler International Learning 
and the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at 
the University of Toronto. 

Among her other pursuits, she sits on the SickKids 
Foundation Board, its Campaign Cabinet, and the 
SickKids Innovator Advisory Council; she is a Director 
of the Board with Bannockburn Montessori School, 
Co-chairs its Facilities Committee, and is past 
Director of the Board with The Toronto Santa Claus 
Parade. 

She is an active volunteer for Brown University with 
the university’s Annual Fund Class Committee, its 
Sports Foundation Women’s Hockey Committee, and 
its Admissions Alumni Interviewing Program. She is 
former captain of the Brown Women’s Ice Hockey 
Team, and member of the Brown Women’s Rugby 
Team. She is the former captain of Canada’s National 
Women’s Inline Hockey Team and has competed in 
eight world championships.

She regularly speaks on various topics including: 
women in leadership, leadership, philanthropy, family 
business dynamics and real estate development. 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Ms. Christina Sorbara | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
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THE SORBARA GROUP HAS BEEN AN 
INNOVATIVE FORCE SHAPING ONTARIO’S REAL 
ESTATE SECTOR FOR MORE THAN 80 YEARS...

For his outstanding 
accomplishments in 
business, his commitment 
to building a culture of 
philanthropy and a lifetime 
of charitable and volunteer 
service, attributes that 
align with Ontario Tech’s 

key values of integrity, inclusion, intellectual 
resilience and innovation, the university proudly 
confers upon Mr. Edward Sorbara the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws. 

The son of a first-generation Canadian, Mr. Sorbara 
has been Principal of the Sorbara Group of 
Companies (Sorbara Group) for nearly 56 years. The 
Sorbara Group has been an innovative force shaping 
Ontario’s real estate sector for more than 80 years; 
an integrated real estate, planning, development, 
construction, investment and management firm, 
operating commercial, industrial, office and retail 
properties, managing residential rentals and building 
high-rise and low-rise communities. Mr. Sorbara is 
involved in all phases of the real estate industry, 
including residential, industrial and commercial land 
development, industrial construction, and residential 
construction and property management.

Mr. Sorbara joined the family business in 1967 after 
completing a bachelor’s degree in Commerce at 
the University of Toronto and a master’s degree in 
Business Administration at the University of Chicago.

Learning the values of hard work and philanthropy 
from his parents, his business acumen is guided by 
two principles: his company ‘should care about quality 
because the family’s name goes on everything’, and 
with whatever they build, they should ‘make sure it 
works’. Mr. Sorbara has always led by example. To 
encourage a spirit of philanthropy in his children, he 
and his wife Marisa brought them to volunteer with 
Meals on Wheels, SickKids and Villa Colombo Homes 
for the Aged, and to attend various charity events.

He has received many accolades, including the 
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in 
2012, honouring his significant contributions and 
achievements in the community and Canada. As 
a member of one of 20 Italian-Canadian families 
who supported the creation of Galleria Italia at the 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
Mr. Edward Sorbara | Doctor of Laws, honoris causa

Art Gallery of Ontario, in 2015 he was appointed a 
Commander of the Order of the Star of Italy. In 2016, 
he also received a Real Estate Excellence Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Greater Toronto Chapter 
of the National Association for Industrial and Office 
Parks for his outstanding leadership, achievements 
and contributions. In 2018, he received The 
Senate 150th Anniversary Medal for his generosity, 
dedication and volunteerism.

He is well-regarded in the building and land-
development industry, and by business associations 
across the country. His achievements reflect a 
commitment to the development industry and 
to serving all Canadians. In 2019, he received 
the Building Industry and Land Development 
Association’s (BILD) Lifetime Achievement Award, 
recognizing his legacy in the building and land-
development sectors. He has served as:

•	 President of the Urban Development Institute 
of Ontario and of Canada. 

•	 Member of the founding Steering Committee 
of the Toronto City Summit Alliance, where he 
Co‑Chaired the Affordable Housing Coalition. 

•	 Long-standing member of the Society of 
Industrial and Office Realtors and the National 
Association of Industrial and Office Parks. 

Mr. Sorbara continues to play an active role in 
supporting communities. He is a former United 
Way of Greater Toronto board member and currently 
sits on the Archdiocese of Toronto Finance Council 
and related Catholic Cemeteries’ Board. He is 
also Treasurer of the Board of the Villa Charities 
Foundation, and founder of their annual Giro 
Cycling Fundraiser. Additional leadership roles 
include membership in the Literary Circle of the 
Toronto Public Library Foundation, and founding the 
Vaughan Breakfast for Prostate Cancer Canada. 9



DOCTOR OF LAWS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Christina G. Sorbara

Edward K. Sorbara

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Adam Kinsley Abernethy

Nesreen Awad Aboumar

Joseph Adedayo Adelakun

Fahim Ahmed

Md Saleh Ahmed

Mohammed Aleemuddin 
Ahmed

Ayman Saleh Al-Akily

Roquiya Begum Aleem Ulla 
Baig

Ali Raamish Ali Raamish

Hemanth Varma Alluri

Resalat Amin

Mohammad Karim Anwary

Sandesh Madhukar Avhad

Sri Devi Ayyalasomayajula

Rifat Arefin Badhon

Nirosh Kumar 
Balasubramanian

Megha Bansal

Naimesh Manoj Bhatt

Bimal Bhattarai

Sai Hemanth Bheemineni

Renjitha Vaikathuparambil 
Chandran

Sharmila Chinnabathini

Israt Jahan Chowdhury

Venkata Subbaraya Ramanuja 
Manoj Chunduru

Himangshu Das

Parijat Datta

Subroto Debnath

Keerthana Dinakar

Annie Eapen

Dinushy Elamurugan

Gursimran Pal Singh Gill

Jahnvi Dhirajlal Gorasiya

Nikhil Gupta

Temitayo Mawuena Hayes

Harshitha Hosahalli 
Mariswamy

Arooshay Imran

Natalia Jankovska

Faith Oluwadara Jimi-Oni

Sai Manoj Jonnalagadda

Haritha Karimi

Prajwal Kempegowda

Seyedmohammadjavad 
Khalkhalizavieh

Ahsan Rakib Khan

Masoud Khatibi

Parshant Kumar

Malathi Mahesh

Fadel Matar

Ashika Mattu

Mohamed Mujahid Mohamed 
Azhar

Aynaz Mohammadialamdari

Khurram Mushtaq

Arvind Nagireddi

Kamrun Naher

Bhavik Naik

Preeti Nandal

Hassan Naveed

Anant Hari Nayak

Danish Nayeem

Abiodun Alagbon Ojo

Olawumi Elizabeth Olaseha

Ahmad Shah Omary

Jash Ashvinkumar Patel

Piyush Pankajbhai Patel

Saralkumar Prakashkumar 
Patel

Yesha Vitthalbhai Patel

Vijay Pathak

Kalyan Reddy Pedalanka

Vineeth Pola

Pooja Pucha

Kajeevan Rajanayagam

Hirenkumar Dhirubhai Ramani

Anson Raphael

Shiva Kumar Sabbineni

Sai Pranavi SannapuReddy

Thusiyanthan Sannithinathan

Divyesh Lallubhai Savani

Achyut Mukesh Shah

Sanjana Shashibhushan

Kiritpal Singh

Omobolanle Olufunmilayo 
Sodiya

Arpit Rasikbhai Sojitra

Rishivarun Goud Sukka

Mehjabeen Sultana

Manogna Sunkara

Aymar Tala Defo

Md. Abu Yousuf Tanvir

Akifa Tasneem

Tanya Mary Udmala

Sri Nikitha Varada

Ayush Vyas

Lasitha Nirmal Weerasinghe

Juan Zhao

Ziauddin Zia

GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
ACCOUNTING
Waleed Khaled Ali 
Almuhtaseb

Ayesha Asif

Mason Peter Bingham

Daniel Alexander Boduryan

Erik Li Jun Chan

Mary Danielle Dewilde

Patricia Catherine Jane Hoyt

Beenish Fatima Jafri

Suzan Macwan

William Ravi Nohar

Jessica Alexandra Page

Sonja Peeples

Rahi Himanshu Sheth

Saira Syed

Adrian Balita Villafuerte

Casey Lynn Wirt

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS)
Maryum Afridi

Reshad Ahm

Peter Anthony Albi

Keyshawn Isaiah Andrews

Matthew Michael Andrianidis

Nathan Duke Brown

Chloe Elizabeth Reina  
Burey 

Ryan Patrick Burton

Jared Robert Canfield

Calvin Cao

Vishakan Chandrasekar 

Dawson Warren Myles 
Charmley 

Brian Zichun Chen 

Lok-Ping Samuel Cheung

Sebastian Joseph Dipietro

Samuel Vincent Farrugia

Lawrence Olalekan Fashola

Brett Christian Gillespie

Leif Erik Hertz

Darien Huynh 

Nirosh Jeyananthan

DEGREE CONFERRALS 
Friday, June 9, 2023

FACULTY OF BUSINESS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 10



Sulaman Karimi

Christopher Patrick Kennedy

Hana Kishawy

Sinthujan Kukathasiyar

Wendy Lee

Gerald James Ulorne  
Lesley 

Brittany Kelsey Lobo

Jared Anthony Rivers  
Maugeri 

Shahwaiz Mehmood

Fatima Kalim Mir

Ashvin Nagalingam

Jeremy Bryan Kiese Pamy

Kavya Pandhi 

Mithusan Peranantharuban

Shaquana Andrea Pitter

Hannah Mary Mcmillan Poole

Syed Yahya Qadri

Sujesh Rambajue 

Erik Todd Ramsey

Vykunthan Raveendranathan

Khami Rosec Saddler

Naomi Elisabeth Scott

Dev Varshanand Singh

Thilan Thenuka Siriwardana

Cerian Elisabeth Smith 

Liru Song

Andrew Fred White

Edward Williams 

Nelson Zhang

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), ACCOUNTING
Cory Affeldt

Mohammad Khyber Akberzai

Neha Aslam 

Brandon Gregory Badley

Joshua Ethan Bolsonello

Antoni Boulos 

John Marc Brewitt

Jayvee Allen Catulay Briones 

Anh Bui Thi Tram 

Daniella Grace Caggianiello

Michael Joseph Carbone 

Omkar Nicholas Chan

Simba Strive Chawanda

Sheleen Alyza Aliz’e Crawley

Nicholas Patrick Davids

Laurie Marie Dorsett

Sumeet Singh Dosanjh

Sarah Alexis Earl

Zachary Colin Elliott

Alessandro Magat Fermin 

Oshama Gangat

Erica Anil George

Theresa Catherine Goveas 

Brett Nicholas Joe  
Harasymuk 

Nabeel Hassan

Robert Joseph Heurkens-
Mackey

Spencer Thomas Hone

Elijah Tyrell James

Millad Karimi

Kiyarash Kiyani 

Brianna Lee 

Zhuo Hua Li

Elicia Lin

Adrian Ravi Makund

May Masrieh

Joseph Mounir Salib Mounir

Fatima Mulla

Tanya Lee Noble 

Olivia Jane Palmer

Cynica Samantha Pollydore-
Philip

Jathursan Ragukumar

Miguel Ramirez

Hunter William Reid

Aiden Ricci

Emmanuel Peter Soares 
Richards

Usman Ali Rizwi

Jordan Nicholas Robello

Ilsa Sajid

Connor James Edward Scully 
   Awarded Posthumously

Tony K. Shamoil

Vineel Sharma

Areeb Siddiqi

Victoria Rose Louise Steels 

Nicolas Tardif

Brogyn Roisin Tracey

Shah Zaib

Emily Adelia Zimmerman 

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), FINANCE
Ayub Abamecha

Robee Kassandra Cunanan 
Adajar 

Naqibullah Ahmadi

Suhaib Mahmud Husin 
Almadani

Mona Bilal Al-Mawagdeh 

Paolo Liviano Artuso

Alexe Vlahakis Babcock

Sabrina Badlu

Cornell Kofi Bainson

Omaid Barak

Victoria Kimberly Rose  
Barker 

Leah Berry

Yasmine Sultana Bhatti

Shania Vashti Bheir

Samuel Brathwaite

Jacob Grant Campbell

Jacob Robert Chislett 

Rizwan Chowdhury

Brayden Alexander Craigwell 

Emad Damra

Christopher Lawrence De 
Pompa

Raajit Anand Desai

William Ryan Driscoll

Joshua Gilbert Duarte

Aliyan Farooqi

Nicole Mary Furlani 

Simon Andrew Genich 

Vishal George

Syed Muhammad Ali Husnain

Jasmine Angelica Hynes 

Nicholas Andrew Irwin

Ashton Anthony John

Jijo Joshy

Hagop Kalachian

Jacob Alexander Keast 

Carson Gregory Robinson 
Kelly 

Deviranie Kubeer

Joshua Kumar

Qiaotong Li

Christopher David Maltby-
Martell 

Rizwan Mastan

Mikhael Morkos

Areeb Ahmed Nomani

Talina Hilla K. Nzimbi 

Dweepkumar Patel

Safiya Patel

Alexander Mario Ponte 

Shannaanth 
Rajachandrakumar

Rebecca Lynn Rowan 

Asima Samam 

Visalini Sangarapillai

Danica Kris Gaza Santos

Fatama Sarwari

Brintha 
Satkunanantharajakumar

Kainaat Shah

Ibraheem Ahmed Siddiqui 

Eric Michael Singh

Sivajan Sivaranjan Sivarajah

Manikandan Srinivasamaharaj

Andreanne Marie Tabard 

Alexandra Eleni Tegopoulos

Daanyal Mobeen Unis

Yuanying Yang

John Michael Yogaretnam

Mohammad Asfand Zahur

Limei Zhang
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BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), MARKETING
Emad Mohammed Abdul 
Hafeez 

Skylarr Hunter Abroms

Shafin Akter

Allan Luciano Araujo

Jasmeet Bal

Regina Carolina Calderon 
Leon

Clarence Kar-Long  
Cheung 

Valeria Clark

Anthony Edward Di Cicco

Nicholas Henry James 
Dolecek

Mae Joyce Evangelista

Rida Farooqi 

William Patrick Fraser

Kian Andrew Gannon

Taylor Renee Gatt

Riley Mackenzie Grant

Ryan Lou Haaksma

Kevin Hetherington

Javakar Jeyanthan

Jennifer Kuzenko 

Holly Elizabeth Lalonde 

Christian Manley Lavender

James Magahey 

Nirosan Manivannan 

Madison Brooke Martin

Jade McKeag 

Jessica Moeller

Hannah Sydney Eilzabeth 
Moffitt

Jack O’Doherty

Damilola Osidein

Michael Manuel Tavares 
Pacheco

Thivian Paramaguru

Henilkumar Patel

Shivkumar Chetankumar Patel

Breanna Frances Permesar

Alexander Dimitri Pialis

Justin Don Piravogi

Stephanie Elizabeth  
Pokupec 

Emily Ann Schuldis

Robert Samuel Semoff

Ragveer Singh 

Shahla Sohail

Brett Jason Taylor

Matthew Aidan Hsu Tohill

Sean The Tran

Nivet Uthayakumar

Nathaniel Vieira

Yihui Wang

Madeline Lily-Ann Waterman

Savannah Rylie White

Rebecca Ann Xavier 

Neha Nandish Yajnik

Trent Bradley Wayne Yarrow

Christine Jesica Yogaretnam

Binderiya Zayat

BACHELOR OF 
COMMERCE (HONOURS), 
ORGANIZATIONAL 
BEHAVIOUR AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT
Mohammed Abdelwahed 

Cameesha Joan Adams

Zuhrah Sahar Ahmad

Monirha Ahmadi

Khizar Asim

Christyna Barrasso 

Gabriella Samantha  
Castillo-Barrileros

Kaya Alyssa Crockford-Jerome

Matthew Denniston

Caeden James Farrell

Shaylah Sky Fitton

Weihao Fu

Malika Ghous

Macy Horton

Alyssa Marie Houghton 

Halla Ibrahim

Danah Tara Jagnarine

Camille Jimenez

Zuhal Khushal

Kabeishan Kunasekaran

Gustavo Anibal Lay 

Julian Michael Malsi

Altamash Muhammad

Aleena Farrah Nazarali 

Kanta Benita Kayal Proma

Sabrina Qayumi

Jaskamal Kaur Randhawa

Cameron Allan Ridgely

Jordan Elizabeth Tortolo

Jenushan Vignaraj

Brett Whittick

Hannah Nicole Woods

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE 
(HONOURS), TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Shayan Amjad

Kabisha Chuthaharan

Fahad Basit Farooqui 

Khalid Hafizi

Shoaiba Bilquis Hyder

Abdul Kareem Adebisi 
Olatinwo 

Sidra Zaki Qazi

Anishan Ravikandan

Akilan Saravanabavan

Anuneya Sharma

Isaiah Sunil Sharma

Abisan Sritharan

Vibusha Vasikaran 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS)
Mohammad Sayem  
Hossain 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
GAME DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Robson Basha

Jaden Nathaniel Bhakti

Léo Sebastian Buono 

Samuel John Mario  
Canonaco 

Joseph Edward Carrillo

Ehren Chun Sun Chan 

Jin Chan

Jason Chun Ming Chau

Alexander E. Chow

Treyton James Cowell

Xiang Yang Dong

Cydney-Wade Drennan

Fardeen Faisal 

Daye Damiete Fubara

Jelani Adisa Ayo Garnes

Ame Gilham 

Aiden Joshua Gimpel 

Noah Thomas Glassford

Hao Tian Guan

Kimberly Kotchamon 
Hansuwan

Taylor June Horsman

Farhan Beruz Irani

Jonathan Jay 

Maija Christine Kinnunen

Ethan Vaughn Kowalchuk

Frederic Earen Lai

Log-Hei Jonathan Leung 

Anita Eng Lim

Matthew McPherson 

Dylan Thomas Moore

Jonathan Caleb Narine 

Alvin Kiu-Hei Ng

Calvin Mitchell Nunn

Nicholas James Paolucci

James Pham

Fakhri Pranayanda 

Christian Alexander Riggi 

Isaiah Noah Prepose Santos

Mrinank Sivakumar

Harrison Bradley Smith

Ryan Sukhu

Seshawn Suresh

Roy James Wales 

Andrew Michael  
Waterhouse 

 With Distinction    With Highest Distinction 12



Tyler Lee Wong 

Emory Emoy Wynn

Yiran Zhang

Wen Feng Zhou 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
NETWORKING AND 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SECURITY
Tashkin Ahmed

Samarth Ahuja 

Muhammad Shayan Ali 

Syed Omar Ali

Raphael Enrique Yvan 
Almazan

Mustansir Naeem 
Ambakhutwala 

Allyan Arshad

Abdul Khabeer Azizi

Keanu Kadr Barrage

Alexander Marko Roman 
Berezowsky 

Curtis Samuel Bishop

Tijauni Carey

Alex William Carmona-Epp 

Jason Cazes 

Jamie Lauren Chan 

Muhammad Chattha 

Nathan Allan Dean

Lucas Dino Di Vita 

Nicholas Egorov 

Jonathan Emmanuel

Matthew Patrick Fernandes 

Tristan Christopher Fong

Jordan Anthony Grodzinski

Mehreen Hashmi

Nicholas Hughes 

Haider Hussain

Christopher James Ing 

Pierce Gregory Jackson

Owen Jaikaran

Nakul Jain 

Karnpreet Singh Khunkhuna

Nikolas Kita

Michael Yeung Kei Lam

Samuel Donald Lawson 

Jacky Lee

Brandon LeeMook

Wang Chau Brian Li 

Tang Po Liz Liu

Kevin Ernesto Lopez

Dinah Rinoa Thongsawasdi 
Malapaya

Shiv Mahadeo Mangal 

Ryan William Manzie 

Matthew Martin

Jacob Richard McCracken

Evan Ferequher Mclean 

Benjamin Michael  
Mercier 

Franklin Githendu Muhuni

Avinash Mungre

Muzammil Nasrullah 

Ka Ho Ng 

Spencer Drake Norris

Joshua Osazuwa Osunbor 
Solomon 

Sam Irwin Parkinson 

Preet Patel 

Lucas Alexander Pereira

Noshin Rahman 

Daivano Montaeo Rahming

Brandon Glenn Roberts 

Vivian Ru 

Sania Salim

Seth Michael Samuels

Arbaaz Shah 

Shriji Shah

Sufyan Shahid

Abdullah Tariq Sheikh

Justin Christopher Andrew 
Smith 

Diallo Addison Sobers

Aranya Sutharsan

Anwarullah Shah Hussaini 
Syed

Hasaan Muhammad Tabani

Gerald Ruiz Vailoces

Anjeleo Crisostomo Villarruz

Dristanta Wagle

Erik James Walker

Niccolo Calderon Walrond

Sami Warde 

Blake James Klenavic  
Whiting 

Zheming Zhang 

BACHELOR OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY (HONOURS), 
TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT
Mir Aamir Alikhan

Aneesa Balkarran

Brandon Christian Bobb

Sara Esongola Biango 

Aidan Leslie Ettienne

Meaghan Jane Good

Anoje Janathanan

Anas Niaz Khan

You Li

Muhammad Ahmed Majeed

Cesar Andre Marin

Christopher James McGill 

Umer Shahid Mohiuddin

Brendan Michael Murach 

Daxal Rupesh Patel

Shayan Saif

Muhammad Sulaman Shah

Zachary Tyler Silver 

Kevisa Sivajothy

Isabella Victoria Smith  
   Faculty medal

Julia Elizabeth Smith 

Hasnain Bin Khalid Zaidi Syed

Jonathan Thomas

Fahad Yousaf
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FACULTY MEDALS

Faculty medals are awarded annually by each faculty 
to the student graduating from an undergraduate  
program who has achieved the highest cumulative 
GPA in the courses required for their degree,  
as approved by the dean of the faculty. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Isabella Victoria Smith 
Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours),  
Technology Management

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Sarah Megan Landry
Bachelor of Education

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING  
AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Philip Elijah Anisimov
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours), 
Mechanical Engineering, Co-operative Education

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Claire Elizabeth Knowles
Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours),  
Medical Laboratory Science

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
David Allen Powers
Bachelor of Science (Honours),  
Computer Science

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE  
AND HUMANITIES
Lindsay Collin-Rooney
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Forensic Psychology

DISTINCTIONS

With Highest Distinction: 
Undergraduate students who have achieved a  
cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.8 or  
higher for the courses required for their degree. 
 
With Distinction: Undergraduate students who  
have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.79  
for the courses required for their degree.

 OUTSTANDING  
THESIS AWARDS

Outstanding Thesis Awards recognize a student  
graduating from a thesis-based master’s program 
and a student from a thesis-based doctoral program 
whose thesis has made, or is expected to make, a 
significant contribution to their field of study.

2023 OUTSTANDING  
MASTER’S THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Cassandre Dion Lariviere

Thesis Title: The Effects of Rapport Building on  
Information Disclosure in Virtual Interviews

Master of Science in Forensic Psychology

2023 OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL  
THESIS AWARD RECIPIENT
Martin Magill

Thesis Title: Opportunities for the Deep Neural 
Network Method of Solving Partial Differential 
Equations in the Computational Study of Biomolecules 
Driven Through Periodic Geometries

Doctor of Philosophy in Modelling and  
Computational Science14



GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
ACADEMIC MEDALS

The Governor General’s Academic Medal was first 
awarded in 1873 by the Earl of Dufferin, and has 
since become one of the most prestigious awards 
a student in a Canadian educational institution can 
receive. The Governor General of Canada continues 
the tradition of encouraging scholarship across the 
nation and recognizing outstanding students. 

Gold Medal
The Gold Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from a graduate-level program who has 
achieved the highest cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) in the courses required for the degree,  
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2023 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT
Cassandre Dion Lariviere 
Master of Science, Forensic Psychology

Silver Medal
The Silver Medal is awarded annually to the student 
graduating from an undergraduate program who  
has achieved the highest cumulative grade point 
average (GPA) in the courses required for the degree 
as approved by the Admissions and Scholarship 
Committee.

2023 GOVERNOR GENERAL’S  
SILVER MEDAL RECIPIENT
Lindsay Collin-Rooney 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours),  
Forensic Psychology

AWARDS FOR  
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

The university recognizes instructors who have 
demonstrated excellence in teaching. These awards 
distinguish those who have significantly enhanced the 
quality of learning for students through innovation and 
commitment, by fostering new instructional practices 
and learning activities, and through engagement in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 

TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD
Wendy Barber, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

EARLY CAREER TEACHING AWARD
Amanda McEachern Gaudet, MBA,  
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

LEARNING REIMAGINED AWARD
Alison Mann, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

OPENNESS IN EDUCATION AWARD
Ami Mamolo, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

TEACHING ASSISTANT EXCELLENCE AWARD
Andrew Putman,  
Faculty of Health Sciences

TIM MCTIERNAN STUDENT MENTORSHIP AWARD
Robyn Ruttenburg-Rozen, PhD,  
Faculty of Education

STUDENT CHOICE AWARDS
Gavin Ball, 
Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Meaghan Charest-Finn, PhD,  
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science
Timothy Macneill, PhD,  
Faculty of Social Science and Humanities
Syed Qadri, MD, PhD,  
Faculty of Health Sciences
Ana Vakiloroayaei, PhD,  
Faculty of Science
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ABOUT ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY

Modern and forwarding-thinking, Ontario Tech University advances the discovery and application of knowledge to 
accelerate economic growth, regional development and social innovation. We inspire and equip our students and 
graduates to make a positive impact in a tech-focused world.

We believe it’s not only about developing the next tech breakthrough. Understanding and integrating the social  
and ethical implications of technology are our key differentiator.

We adapt to the ever-changing educational landscape by experimenting with the most effective ways to deliver  
flexible and dynamic learning, giving more choices to more people. We provide learner-centred educational options 
by offering a range of credentials, experiential learning opportunities and sparking entreprenurship activities.

Our students enjoy a stimulating campus life experience that includes hundreds of clubs, cultural and community 
events, recreational opportunities and a growing varsity athletics program featuring basketball, badminton, curling, 
dance, golf, hockey, rowing, soccer, and women’s lacrosse.

In addition to excellence in teaching, we offer our students experiential learning opportunities through internships, 
co-ops, practicums, research projects and more. In fact, 85 per cent of upper-year undergraduate students  
participate in experiential learning.

We collaborate with industry, community, government and academic organizations, bringing them together with  
our researchers and students to uncover innovative solutions for our partners’ most pressing problems.  
Home to more than 80 specialized research laboratories and facilities, we’re committed to attracting passionate 
and capable scholars to our high-tech campus.

The university is proud to acknowledge the lands and people of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, 
which is covered under the Williams Treaties. We are situated on the Traditional Territory of the Mississaugas,  
a branch of the greater Anishinaabeg Nation, which includes Algonquin, Ojibway, Odawa and Pottawatomi.
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THE UNIVERSITY COAT OF ARMS

The Coat of Arms was granted to the university on July 15, 2009 by Claire  
Boudreau, Chief Herald of Canada under the authority of the Governor General of 
Canada. The Coat of Arms offers a graphic representation of important facets of 
the university, as well as its history, values and achievements.  

It highlights the university’s ties to the regional, national and worldwide communities 
from which the university draws its mission and purpose. The university reserves 
the use of the Coat of Arms for commemorative and ceremonial purposes.

The Coat of Arms consists of a shield, a crest, supporters and a motto. The shield, at the centre of the arms,  
contains three elements: an open book, a canoe and a division line. 

The open book denotes an institute of higher education. The inverted canoe alludes to intellectual exploration and 
signifies the university’s location in Oshawa, which means portage or carrying place. The division line represents 
energy, innovation and community.

Atop the crest a falcon perches with its head facing forward to see the world as it is and to find ways to make a 
difference. The falcon, a symbol of leadership and persistence, holds a thunderbolt with flames at the top and  
bottom. Lightning bolts crossed behind the falcon emphasize the importance of technology. Thoroughbred horses 
flank the shield to reference Windfields Farm, which was located directly north of the university, and famed 
for breeding champion racehorses. As an official symbol of Canada, the horses also represent 
excellence, energy and agility. They stand on a mound of grass set with trillium flowers 
as a reference to Ontario. The university motto, Cogitando et Agendo Ducemus, 
means by thinking and doing, we shall lead.
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE

The mace symbolizes the authority,  
independence and responsibility of the  
university as a protector, creator and facilitator 
of knowledge. It is carried before the President 
and Vice-Chancellor, and the Chancellor in the 
Academic Procession and rests on its stand 
throughout the ceremony.

The mace was unveiled at Convocation in 
2007. Designed and crafted by Beth Alber, 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Design at OCAD 
University in Toronto, Ontario, it consists of 
a strong handle of carved cherry wood, an 
elegant and hardy tree native to southern 
Ontario. Rings of polished quartz and sodalite, 
in the university’s colours, top the wood. The 
handle supports a crown of silver in the form 
of an abstracted flower bud, which is intended 
to be a reminder of our unending responsibility 
to nurture, protect and celebrate academic 
achievement among students, faculty and 
staff. The surfaces of the petals are etched 
with the microscopic imprint of a poplar leaf, 
as a symbol of hope and endurance. The mace 
is supported by a base of Belmont Rose granite 
from a quarry in the Kawartha Lakes region, 
representing the foundation of knowledge and 
our interdependence with the surrounding 
community. 
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GONFALONS

The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a  
crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval 
republics of Italy as an ensign of state or 
office. Universities from around the world have 
adopted gonfalons and they use them during 
Convocation ceremonies to symbolize the  
different academic areas within the university.
The eight gonfalons displayed at the university’s 
Convocation ceremonies represent the  
university and its seven faculties. Gonfalon  
carriers march at the head of their faculty 
during the procession, followed by the students 
who will graduate from each of the faculties 
during the ceremony.

Faculty of  
Health 
Sciences

Faculty of  
Education

Faculty of 
Science

Faculty of 
Social  
Science and 
Humanities

University 
of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology

Faculty of  
Business and 
Information 
Technology

Faculty of  
Engineering 
and Applied  
Science
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

The colourful academic dress worn in the  
Convocation ceremony was introduced more 
than 600 years ago. At the university, all  
graduates wear a gown, with a cap and hood. 
The gowns of bachelor’s and master’s  
graduates are black. The gowns of doctoral 
graduates are dark blue and trimmed in light 
blue. Mortarboards are worn by bachelor’s 
and master’s graduates, and velvet bonnets 
are worn by doctoral graduates. The hoods of 
bachelor’s and master’s graduates are black 
and the hoods of the doctoral graduates are 
dark blue. All degree hoods have an inside 
lining of royal blue as the colour of the university. 
The colour of the velvet trim on the hoods is 
distinctive of the degree that has been earned 
by the graduate. Graduate diploma recipients 
wear a black bachelor’s gown.

The Chancellor and President and Vice-Chancellor 
wear gowns that are distinctive of the positions 
they hold in the university community. University 
governors who participate in the Convocation 
ceremony wear a gown and sash distinctive 
of the Board of Governors. University officers, 
faculty and staff who participate in the  
Convocation ceremony wear the academic 
dress distinctive of the institution from which 
they graduated and the degree they received. 
If the institution’s colours are not available, 
participants will wear a black gown.

DEGREE HOOD COLOURS

Arts

Philosophy (PhD)

Allied Health Sciences,  
Health Sciences

Commerce, 
Business Administration

Science in Nursing

Engineering, Engineering  
and Management

Applied Science, Applied  
Science and Management

Science, Science and Management, 
Science (honoris causa)

Information Technology,  
Information Technology Security

Education

Law (honoris causa)
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, class of 2023! You’ve persevered 
through lectures, labs, deadlines and even a global 
pandemic, and today, we celebrate all of your 
achievements. On behalf of the Alumni Association, 
welcome to our alumni family! Having endured 
unprecedented circumstances to complete your 
education, we cannot wait to see how you shape the 
future and become leaders of tomorrow! 

Convocation isn’t the end of your relationship with the 
university; it’s only the beginning. We’re committed 
to helping you succeed throughout your life, whether 
it’s through alumni benefits or career development 
opportunities. I encourage you to visit our Alumni 
website (alumni.ontariotechu.ca) and social media 
channels to learn about everything available to you 
in your new role as #OTAlumni. From a wide variety of 
in-person and virtual programs to events and other 
services, the Alumni Association Council and Alumni 
Office are here to help. 

Alumni are the university’s greatest ambassadors. 
You join our network of more than 26,500 graduates 
across our country and around the world. I hope you 
will join me in staying connected with our university 
and fellow alumni by sharing your experiences and 
accomplishments and by participating in alumni events. 
We are extremely proud of you and cannot wait to hear 
about everything you accomplish on your journey. 

Congratulations, you did it!

Muhammad Mahad
Faculty of Engineering and  
Applied Science, Class of 2016

Faculty of Energy Systems and 
Nuclear Science, Class of 2020

Chair,  
Alumni Association Council

CONVOCATION ISN’T THE END OF YOUR  
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY; IT’S ONLY 
THE BEGINNING. WE’RE COMMITTED TO HELPING 
YOU SUCCEED THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. 
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