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DISCOVERY COURSE CREDIT POLICY 

 

PURPOSE 

1. The purpose of the Discovery Course Credit Policy is to encourage students to pursue increased 
academic experiences in areas where students have interest but perhaps no academic 
background or expertise. This Policy allows undergraduate students to receive credit for eligible 
elective courses without impacting their semester or cumulative grade point average. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

2. For the purposes of this Policy the following definitions apply:  

“Academic Misconduct” refers to activities, that may or may not be associated with a 
specific course, that violate the principles of Academic Integrity defined in this 
Academic Integrity Policy.  

“Credit Course (CR)” means a course in which a student receives credit, in the form of a Credit 
(CR) grade designation, but does not impact their semester or cumulative grade point average. 

“Corequisite Course” means a course that must be taken concurrently with the course for which 
it is required. 

“Course Credit Hour” means a measure used to reflect the relative weight of a given 
course toward the fulfilment of degree requirements. Unless otherwise indicated, a 
course normally has a credit hour value of three. 

“Cumulative grade point average (CGPA)” means the weighted average of the grade points 
awarded in all courses completed and included for the achievement of the degree and/or major 
the student is registered in.  

“Grade Point Average (GPA)” means the weighted average of the grade points awarded on the 
basis of academic performance during a single semester.  

“Major” Means a prescribed set of courses, and/or other units of study, research and practice in 
an area of disciplinary or interdisciplinary study within an honours undergraduate degree. It 
requires at least 36 credit hours of study. The major appears on the academic transcript and on 
the degree parchment. 

“Minor” Means an optional secondary area of study requiring a minimum of 18 and maximum 
of 24 credit hours (including all prerequisites). A student may not declare a major and a minor in 
the same discipline. The minor appears on the academic transcript, but does not appear on the 
degree parchment. 
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“No-Credit Course (NCR)” means a course in which a student does not receive credit, resulting 
in a No-Credit (NCR) grade designation, and does not impact their semester or cumulative grade 
point average. 

“Prerequisite Course”: A course that must be successfully completed prior to commencing a 
second course for which it is required. 

“Program” Means a complete set and sequence of courses, combination of courses, and/or 
other units of study, research and practice; the successful completion of which qualifies the 
candidate for a formal credential (degree with or without major; diploma). 

“Required Course” means a course that all students following a particular academic program 
and catalog are required to take.  

“Second Degree” Means a second degree program pursued after the first. It requires the 
completion of all required courses for both degree programs. The maximum advanced standing 
that can be awarded towards a second degree is 50 percent of the credits from the first degree. 
No more than 12 credit hours of the second degree can be taken at another institution. 

“Semester” means sixty days of lectures and a Final Examination Period.  

“Session” means a period of approximately six consecutive weeks in the Summer Semester 
consisting of 30 days of lectures and a Final Examination Period. The first half of Summer 
Semester is designated as Spring Session; the second half is designated as Summer Session.  

“Specialization” means a focus in a particular area of a major requiring a minimum of 9 and a 
maximum of 15 credit hours.  A specialization appears on the academic transcript, but does not 
appear on the degree parchment. 

“Undergraduate Degree” means a degree that can be completed as a first degree, requiring a 
minimum of 90 credit hours of study. 

“Undergraduate Diploma” means a prescribed set of degree credit courses and/or other forms 
of study that can be undertaken as a stand-alone program or to complement an undergraduate 
degree program. An undergraduate diploma is comprised of 18-30 credit hours of 
undergraduate level study. 

“Undergraduate Student” means any individual registered as a student in an undergraduate 
program, excluding professional programs, in accordance with the academic regulations of the 
University.  

 

SCOPE AND AUTHORITY 

3. This Policy applies to all Undergraduate Students enrolled in an approved Undergraduate degree 
or diploma at the University, excluding professional programs. 

4. This Policy applies to all Undergraduate courses.  

5. The Registrar, or successor thereof, is the Policy Owner and is responsible for overseeing the 
implementation, administration and interpretation of this Policy.   

 

POLICY 
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6. Credit/No-Credit Grading Option 

6.1. An Undergraduate Student may select up to 12.0 course credit hours to be 
considered for the Credit/No-Credit grading option over the length of their program 
study.  

a) An Undergraduate Student pursuing a second degree may elect to use the 
credit/no credit grading option for 12.0 credit hours in one degree and an 
additional 3.0 credit hours in the second degree for a maximum of 16.0 credit 
hours. 

6.2. An Undergraduate Student may select the Credit/No-Credit option for eligible 
electives as defined by their program, such as Open, General, and Liberal Studies 
electives. Credit in these electives will count towards a program’s requirements.  

a) Students are advised to confirm eligibility with their program’s Faculty.  

7. Credit/No-Credit Grade Designation 

7.1. Once instructors have assigned a final grade for a Credit/No-Credit, letter grades will 
be converted to a CR or NCR designation. The letter grades will be retained in the 
Office of the Registrar.  

a) An Undergraduate Student who achieves a minimum of a D in the course, 
will receive a Credit (CR) grade designation.  

b) An Undergraduate Student who does not achieve a minimum of a D in the 
course, will receive a No-Credit (NCR) grade designation.  

7.2. A course with a Credit (CR) or No-Credit (NCR) designation will not be included in 
the calculation of a student’s semester or cumulative grade point average.  

8. Eligibility for Credit/No-Credit Grading Option 

8.1. In order to be eligible for this grading option, an Undergraduate Student must meet 
the following criteria: 

a) Be enrolled in a formal undergraduate degree or diploma program, 

b) Have a clear academic standing,  

c) Have completed 12.0 course credit hours, and 

d) Have completed any required pre-requisite courses for the course they would 
like to select the Credit/No-Credit grading option. 

9. Request for Credit/No-Credit Grading Option 

a) An Undergraduate Student who meets the eligibility criteria and wishes to 
pursue this grading option must be registered in the course and submit a 
request in writing to the Office of the Registrar.  

• The request must be received by the Office of the Registrar by the last 
day of a Session’s or Semester’s lecture as outlined in the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar. 

10. Restrictions for Credit/No-Credit Grading Option 
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10.1. An Undergraduate Student may not use this grading option for: 

a) Required Courses that meet their program’s requirements including, Majors, 
Minors, and Specializations. 

b) Courses in which they have been found to engage in an act of Academic 
Misconduct.  

11. Reversing a Credit/No-Credit Grade Designation 

11.1. In the case that a student may wish to reverse a Credit/No-Credit grade designation, 
they must submit a request to the Office of the Registrar prior to applying to 
graduate.  

11.2. Once a student has graduated, the option to reverse a Credit/No-Credit grade 
designation is not available.  

 

MONITORING AND REVIEW 

12. This Policy will be reviewed as necessary and at least every three years. The Registrar, or 
successor thereof, is responsible to monitor and review this Policy. 

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

13. This section intentionally left blank  

 

RELATED POLICIES, PROCEDURES & DOCUMENTS 

14. Academic Integrity Policy  

Undergraduate Academic Calendar 

Discovery Course Credit Procedures (under development) 

 


