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BACKGROUND/CONTEXT & RATIONALE:

The School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (SGPS) is responsible for administering
graduate studies across the University. As part of its mandate, SGPS conducts a cyclical review
of graduate academic policies owned by the SGPS Dean, including the Cotutelle Policy.

A Cotutelle is a co-enrolment and exchange agreement between two universities in different
countries. This enables graduate students, most commonly doctoral candidates, to gain
international research experience while earning degrees from both institutions simultaneously.

The Cotutelle Policy and Procedures have not had a substantive update since their inception in
2016. In the intervening period, interest in Cotutelles has increased. The University’s involvement
in such arrangements has highlighted several opportunities to more effectively formalize and clarify
the Cotutelle process. As graduate enrollment continues to grow, SGPS is receiving a larger
volume of inquiries regarding Cotutelle arrangements, including questions about their applicability
for research-based Master’'s students. This has further informed and emphasized the need for
substantial revisions to the relevant policy items.

Changes have been made to expand the applicability of Cotutelle arrangements to research-based
Master’s students, establish a framework for multi-student institutional agreements, and better
align operationalization with other relevant policies and processes. Further editorial changes have
been made to improve organization, clarity, and consistency in terminology.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES:

Substantive Changes

e

8

Cotutelle Policy
» Cotutelle Procedures

DS

e Extend eligibility for Cotutelle arrangements to include research-based Master’s programs

e Introduce a framework for institutional-level Cotutelle agreements covering multiple
students (in addition to existing procedures for individual agreements)

¢ Refine requirements and procedural details to improve alignment with other policies (e.g.,
thesis-related policies) and operational needs



Editorial Changes

« Cotutelle Policy
«» Cotutelle Procedures

e Improve clarity and consistency in the definition and use of terms for Home, Host, and
Partner Institutions

e Minor structural adjustments to improve organization

e Wording adjustments to improve flow

e Ensure use of gender-neutral language throughout

e General proofreading edits

e Updates to web links regarding UHIP and ancillary fees

Changes have been tracked.

HOW TO COMMENT:

e Community members can provide written comments using the policy feedback form.

e The comment period will be open until 3:00 pm on May 22, 2026.
e Comments will be shared with SGPS for consideration in advance of further approvals.

APPROVAL PATH:
» Online Consultation
e Policy:
0 Graduate Studies Committee recommendation for approval
0 Academic Council approval
e Procedures:
0 Graduate Studies Committee approval

SUPPORTING REFERENCE MATERIALS:
e ACD 1505 Cotutelle Policy (changes tracked)
e ACD 1505 Cotutelle Policy (clean copy)
e ACD 1505.01 Cotutelle Procedures (changes tracked)
e ACD 1505.01 Cotutelle Procedures (clean copy)


https://ontariotechu.ca/policy/advice%20and%20resources/policy-feedback.php

Cotutelle Policy

Classification number ACD 1505

Framework category Academic

Approving authority Academic Council

Policy owner Dean, School of Graduate and Postdoctoral
Studies

Approval date April 19, 2016

Review date April 2019

Last updated TBD

Supersedes EditorialAmendments;-Februan 18,2020
Editorial Amendment, October 14, 2025

Purpose
1.

framework governing Cotutelle agreements between Ontario Tech University and Partner

Institutions. Cotutelle agreements support international research collaborations and enrich
graduate students’ research experience by enabling joint supervision and research training
at two institutions. Such arrangements also enhance the University’s international profile and

reputation.

Definitions

2.

For the purposes of this Policy the following definitions apply:

“Cotutelle” means a bilateral deetoral-graduate enrolment/co-enrolment and exchange
agreement between two universities-{Home-stitution-and-Parthership-tastitution) in
different countries_(the Home Institution and the Host Institution). Cotutelle arrangements
are predominantly offered at the doctoral level; regardless of degree level, the value of the
arrangement to a student’s research and/or other relevant academic or professional
development must be justified.

“Home Institution” means the university in which the graduate student is enrolled-i.

“Partnership-Host Institution” means the university i#r-which the graduate student will work
with; to gain international research experience.



“Individual Cotutelle Agreement” means an agreement establishing the academic,
administrative, and financial terms under which an individual student may participate in a
Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.

“Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement” means an agreement establishing the general

academic, administrative, and financial terms under which multiple eligible students may
participate in a Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.

“Partner Institution” means the international university that Ontario Tech is working with for
any given Cotutelle agreement.

“Research-based Master's” means a Master’s-level graduate program in which students
must write and defend a research thesis as part of the degree requirements.

Scope and authority

3.

This Policy applies to deeteral-doctoral and research-based Master’s students enrolled at the
University or a Partner Institution, and Faculties or programs whe-are-interested in
participating.

The Dean;-School of Graduate and Post-DecteralPostdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof,
is the Policy Owner and is responsible for overseeing the implementation, administration,
and interpretation of this Policy.

Policy

A-Cotutelle is a-derived from a French word that-means-meaning “joint supervision”. -The term new
refers to a bilateral-doctoral-graduate enrolment/ee-enrolment and exchange agreement between

two universities in different countries.{the-heme-university-and-the-partneruniversity-n-different
couhtries:

5.

Eligibility and Establishment

5.1. Any fulttmefull-time student registered in a Ph-D-doctoral or research-based Master’s
program at the-University-is-eligiblefora-CotuteHe-agreementeither institution is
eligible for a Cotutelle agreement given sufficient evidence of its value to their research
and/or other relevant academic or professional development. Such arrangements are
subject to the approvals listed in section 5.5 of this Policy.

5.2. A Cotutelle agreement may be established at the University under the following
circumstances:

a. An existing collaboration between faculty members at both institutions as
evidenced by joint publications, previous co-supervision/exchange of
students, co-organization of scholarly conferences, etc.;



5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

5.6.

b. An-interestoflnterest from a currently enrolled doctoral or research-based
Master's Ph-B-student-te-conductresearch-abroad-atan-iastiutionwith
expertise-in-histherresearch-field;, normally in the first year of their program;

b-C.Interest from appropriate academic and administrative representatives at
both institutions to establish an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement,
given evidence of appropriate academic value and student interest.

When Ontario Tech is the Home Institution, an Individual Cotutelle AgreementA
GCoetuteleagreement should be initiated jointly by an individual Ontario Tech Ynbversity
student and supervising Ontario Tech Bniversity-faculty member(s). Both must consult
with the appropriate Graduate Program Director and Dean of the Faculty to be involved
in the Cotutelle. A prepesal-draft of the Cotutelle file must be submitted te-the-Ontarie

Fech-University Sehoolof Graduate-and-Postdectoral-Studiesfor approval according to
the Cotutelle Procedures.

When Ontario Tech is the Host Institution, it is expected that the Home (Partner)
Institution will initiate any Individual Cotutelle Agreement and will have a similar policy
or framework governing such arrangements under which the agreement will be

aﬂdeetheﬂgum%%&estabhshed—by—tmqemeeﬂwersw In such cases, the Home
Institution must submit a draft of the Cotutelle file for Ontario Tech approval according

to the Cotutelle Procedures. a—prepesa#nwst—be—eubrm&ed—te—@%aﬂeleeh%—mvers&y

All Individual Cotutelle Agreements must be approved by the student and the following

parties or their equivalents from both institutions: thesis supervisors, Graduate
Program Directors, Faculty Deans, Deans of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, and
any additional authorities required by the Partner Institution.

The Ontario Tech Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, Faculty Dean(s), and

5.7.

Graduate Program Director(s) for involved program(s), together with their counterparts
at a Partner Institution, may approve an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement
between the University and the Partner Institution. Such a framework will establish the
general academic, administrative, and financial terms permitting multiple students to
participate in Cotutelle arrangements without requiring full individual approval for each
case.

When an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement exists, student participation may

proceed under the approved framework and process established in the Cotutelle
Procedures.




Language of Instruction

6.1. Instruction shall normally be in English. The student must be able to meet the language
proﬂmencv requwements of both institutions. be%h—@n%a%@leeh—@m#e#s—rty—s—EngHsh-

Fulfilling Program Requirements

7.1. Students participating in a Cotutelle must fulfill the Ph-B-—program
reguirementsgraduate program requirements at both institutions. This will occur
through a transfer of credit-where-appropriatewhere-coursestakenat between the
Home Institution ean-be-apphed-to-the-hostinstitutionrand Host Institution-are- (or vice-

versa) in a manner where the requirements of both institutions can be met within the

standard program length.regularperiod-of study-

Conferral of Degree

8.1. Upon completion of all degree requirements, the students will receive a-diplomathe
appropriate graduate degree from each vriversityinstitution, with each parchment
carrying a notation to the effect that the degree was obtained through a Cotutelle
agreement. In addition, a notation will be made on the student’s’ transcript that
indicates they have participated in a Cotutelle agreement between the two institutions.
The names of both participating institutions will be indicated on each diplema-graduate
degree and on the transcript.

Fee Structure and Funding Arrangement

9.1. Agoal in seeking Cotutelle agreements with universities abroad is to ensure good
reciprocity in the exchange of students. To this end, dectoral-graduate students
participating in a Cotutelle agreement will be required to pay all tuition fees to his/ther
home-universitytheir Home Institution. -While at the partnership-universityHost
Institution, students will pay the partrership-universitysHost Institution’s ancillary and
supplementary fees. They will not normally be required to make tuition payments to the

PartrerHost Institution. Rarticipatindstudenisoreresoonsibletorpayindany

99 . - . . . ants whe .
agreemeni—m#—be—ef—s&peﬁepaeadem&qw%ﬂavel accommodatlon health-care,
and other living expenses will be the responsibility of the student. The student is also
responsible for paying any applicable immigration fees. The Home Institution is
nenetheless-responsible for ensuring that students de-have-sufficientfundstoare
aware of all potential expenses in advance of the approval of any agreement.-pursue
studies-abroad-:

9:2.9.3. Any additional or alternative financial commitments or arrangements must arise from
the mutual agreement of both institutions and be clearly indicated in the Cotutelle

agreement.




9.4. StudentsforwhemWhen Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution

a.

Students will retain all scholarships and endowed awards administered by
OntarieTechthe University, subject to the conditions of such awards.

b. Students holding external awards are subject to the conditions set out by the

governing agency of the award and wit-need to be aware of these conditions
prior to engaging in a Cotutelle agreement.

Since a purpose of a Cotutelle agreement is to further joint research, it is

expected that Ontarie-Tech-University-faculty members will honor graduate
research assistantship stipends while students are at the Partner (Host)
Institution.

9.5. StudentsforwhoemWhen Ontario Tech University is not-the-Home-Institutionthe Host
Institution

a.

In the spirit of reciprocity with the above, it is expected that the Home
Institution will normally continue existing financial support for students
hosted at Ontario Tech University.Sinrce-OntarioFech-University-intendsto

Partrertnstitution-sStudents will not normally be offered any graduate
research assistantships, teaching assistantships or external funding while
they are at Ontario Tech University. Any offers of funding support will be at the
discretion of the Ontario Tech Yniversity-supervisor.

Partner Institution students are responsible for paying ancillary fees and the
University Health Insurance Plan (UHIP) fees. These costs will be updated
annually and can be found on the Office of the Registrar website under “Fees

and pavment”. thetetevandteesniversiprHealh-lncuranes Plan-UEHS

Uni v Hoalth | P ULIp
C—rdhlete Coateoy
Stud 5 ationf


https://registrar.ontariotechu.ca/fees-and-payment/index.php
https://registrar.ontariotechu.ca/fees-and-payment/index.php

10. Health Insurance Coverage

10.1. When Ontario Tech is the Home Institution, students travelling abroad will be required

40-4.10.2.

to obtain adequate health insurance coverage as required by the Host Institution.

arh a ) Adan ) ave!
- Ci - v Y ool CHv oot oad

health-irsurance-coverage-asreguired-by-the-hostinstitution-When Ontario Tech

University is the Host Institution, students will be enrolled in the University Health
Insurance Plan (UHIP) and are responsible for the associated fees to ensure adequate
healthcare coverage while in Canada. Information can be obtained through the UHIP
website or by contacting the International Office.

11. Thesis Evaluation

11.1. Participating Cotutelle students will be required to write a single thesis which will lead

11.2.

to a single oral defence at the Home Institution. The language of the thesis will be in

English. The-board-of examiners-will-be-composed-of-examiners-appointed-equally-by

external-examinerwho-is-independentof-both-institutions—A written evaluation of the
thesis must be submitted by al-beard-membersthe examiner(s) prior to the oral
defence. All regulations and procedures that-will-geveragoverning the oral defence will
be specific to the Home Institution, unless stated otherwise in the Cotutelle agreement
VIRCReERodotonsciseensueiod,

Normally, the examining committee will be composed of examiners appointed by both

institutions. For doctoral students, the external examiner(s) will be independent of both
institutions. The size of the examining committee should be kept to the minimum
needed to achieve policy compliance.

142 —Inthe-ease-efWhen Ontario Tech University as-is the Home Institution, the Bean-of

Graduate-Studies-wilappeoirttheexamining committee shall be appointed in
accordance with the Thesis Oral Examination for Master's and Doctoral Candidates

Policy.-defence-examination-board-to-comprise-as-a-RHatmuim:



http://www.uhip.ca/
http://www.uhip.ca/

12.

11.3.

11.4.

-the-ease-where-OntarioFech-University-is-the-PartrertastitutionWhen Ontario Tech
University is the Host Institution, the defence-examination-beardexamining committee
will eensrst—ef—a%ta%*amne#s—as—menﬂened—abevehave a similar

committee membershlp will be decided by mutual agreement between both |nst|tut|ons
and is to be specified in the Cotutelle agreement.

Where-possibleNormally, participation in thesis defences will occur by-telephonevideo-

conferencingorsimitarmediaremotely. Where this is not possible or desirable, and
costs are incurred in faculty travel and accommodation, payment of such costs will be

subject to negotiations conducted by the two supervisors. with-the-The resulting
agreement is to be recorded in a dedicated document drafted-speciticallyforthis
purpese-and-signed by the responsible officers at the-twe-universitiesboth institutions
(at Ontario Tech University, the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies),

Academic IntegrityConduct and Policy Compliance

12.1.

12.2.

All students participating in Cotutelle agreements must follow the rules and
regulations, including those relating to research ethics, academic integrity, and
intellectual property, of both participating uriversitiesinstitutions. Ontario Tech
University is committed to ensuring that all students conduct themselves in a manner
consistent with the uriversitys-University’'s academic integrity policies. Recognizing
that regulations and practices—relating-to-academicintegrity-andinteHectual-property,
as well as the culture related-to-theirof enforcement, can vary substantially from place
to place, all graduate-students are required to review, comprehend, and adhere to
Ontano Tech University's policies-upen-commencinga-Cotuteleagreementand-upon

In the event of contradictory regulations between the home-and-Partner
tastitutiorHome Institution and the Host Institution, the Home Institution’s regulations
shall prevail. Should conflicts arise, the Deans of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
(or equivalents) shall determine a collective solution.




Monitoring and review

13.  This Policy will be reviewed as necessary and at least every three years.- The Dean;-School of
Graduate and Pest-DocteralPostdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof, is responsible to
monitor and review this Policy.

Relevant legislation

14.  This section intentionally left blank.

Related policies, procedures & documents
15.  Cotutelle Procedures
Cotutelle Agreement Template

Thesis Oral Examination for Master's and Doctoral Candidates Policy

Intellectual Property Policy

Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship Policy
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Purpose

1.  The purpose of these Procedures is to outline the process for developing and administering

Cotutelle agreements under the Cotutelle Policy.eperational-details-inrelationto-the

GCotuteHePoliey:

Definitions

2. For the purposes of these Procedures the following definitions apply:

“Cotutelle” means a bilateral deetoral-graduate enrolment/co-enrolment and exchange
agreement between two universities theme-institution-and-partrership-institution)-in different

countries_(the Home Institution and the Host Institution). Cotutelle arrangements are

predominantly offered at the doctoral level; regardless of degree level, the value of the

arrangement to a student’s research and/or other relevant academic or professional

development must be justified.

“Home Institution” means the university in which the graduate student is enrolled-i.

“Partnership-Host Institution” means the university ir-which the graduate student will work
with to gain international research experience.

“Individual Cotutelle Agreement” means an agreement establishing the academic,

administrative, and financial terms under which an individual student may participate in a

Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.




“Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement” means an agreement establishing the general
academic, administrative, and financial terms under which multiple eligible students may
participate in a Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.

“Partner Institution” means the international university that Ontario Tech is working with for
any given Cotutelle agreement.

“Research-based Master's” means a Master’s-level graduate program in which students
must write and defend a research thesis as part of the degree requirements.

Scope and authority

3.  These Procedures apply to-Home-and-Parthership-doctoral-students,staff-and-Faculties:
doctoral and research-based Master’s students enrolled at the University or a Partner
Institution, and Faculties or programs interested in participating.

4, The Dean of Graduate and Pest-BecteralPostdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof, is the
Policy Owner and is responsible for overseeing the implementation, administration, and
interpretation of these Procedures.

Procedures
5. Academic-PathAdministration of a Cotutelle Program

5.1. Students participating in a Cotutelle program are admitted and registered as ful
timestudentsfull-time students in both participating institutions simultaneously.

5.2. HeweverNormally, the student will only pay tuition fees to histherthe Home Institution.;
acdetrodabeve:

54:.5.3. Any additional financial commitments or fees must arise from the mutual agreement of

both institutions and be clearly indicated in the Cotutelle agreement.

5:2.5.4. The students’ decteral-graduate studies will meet the program requirements of both

institutions and are subject to the rules and regulations at both institutions. Frese
studentsStudents will carry out their research work under the joint supervision of one
or more thesis supervisors from each institution. and-the-The thesis is defended at the
Home Institution.

5.5. Before entering into a Cotutelle agreement, the student and his/hertheir supervisors
from the-tweboth institutions will determine a detailed study schedule and academic
path ThIS will include the timeline of study periods at both mstltutlons when-study

the time




Uwe#s-rty—rs—a*ﬁu“—’ame—terms—When Ontario Tech UnlverS|tv is the Home Institution,
the minimum duration of residency at Ontario Tech for doctoral students is six full-time
terms. When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, the minimum duration of
residency at Ontario Tech for doctoral students is three full-time terms.

53.5.7. When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the minimum duration of

residency at Ontario Tech for research-based Master’s students is the equivalent of
half the standard full-time program length. When Ontario Tech University is the Host
Institution, the minimum duration of residency at Ontario Tech for research-based
Master’s students is normally two full-time terms.

5.8. Students-Normally, students will have rermaty-completed their coursework at their

Home Institution prior to engaging in a Cotutelle agreement. Ary-additional-courseAll

required courses, including already completed courses,regudirerments-which-reed-to-be
metatthe Parthertnstitution must be laid out in the academic path of the Cotutelle

agreement.

5.9. ForOntarioTech-Universitystudents,when-For doctoral students, when Ontario Tech

University is the Home Institution and the candidacy exam is not completed in advance
of engaging in a Cotutelle agreement, it will be administered at the Partner (Host)
Institution according to the rules of the Ontario Tech School of Graduate and RPest
DeeteralPostdoctoral Studies.

5:4.5.10. Thesis-based work will occur at both institutions as defined in the Cotutelle agreement.

6. Action to Engage in an Individual Cotutelle Agreementa-Cetutelle-for Students Currently
Resi Lot O o Tech Universi

6.1. The student must already be registered in the graduate program at the Home

6.2.

6-1:6.3.

Institution.

6.2. The student registersinthePh-Dprogram-at-OntarioTech-Universityand-approaches
his/thertheir thesis supervisor(s) for initial approval ef-establishingto establish a
Cotutelle agreement. It is anticipated that an expression of interest between the
supervisors at each institution has already taken place. The supervisor or Graduate
Program Director (or equivalent) must send a note declaring their intent to the Ontario
Tech School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. If approved_in principle, the student
and supervisor(s) develop a draft of the Cotutelle file-as-folows.

When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the Cotutelle file draft shall

include:

a. The-Acompleted copy of the Cotutelle Agreement FermTemplate;

b. A written summary of the student’s research project which-must-be-signed by
the thesis supervisors at both institutions;



c. The anticipated academic path_for the full program duration, including the

sequence of study periods irparticipatingat both institutions_ and any
required courses;

d. A letter from supervisors from both institutions indicating their agreement to
supervise the doctoral candidate under the Cotutelle and the value added to
the_-doctoral-programstudent’s research and/or other relevant academic or
professional development;

e. Details on how the student will fund his/thertheir studies at the internationat
tastitutienHost Institution;

e-f. Any additional financial requirements or other administrative considerations;

£g. Approval from the Graduate Program Director;
h. Approval from the Faculty Dean;:

gi. Approval from the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

6.4. When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, it is recognized that the Partner
(Home) Institution may have a specific process for establishing a Cotutelle agreement.
Nonetheless, it is expected that the Cotutelle file draft will contain items a) through f)
listed above in addition to any appropriate approvals from the Partner (Home)
Institution.

given—-0Once completed, the Cotutelle file draft is shared with the appropriate

authorities at the Host Institution for review. When Ontario Tech University is the Host
Institution, the Cotutelle file draft is to be reviewed by all Ontario Tech signatories listed
in section 6.7 of these Procedures to obtain their agreement in principle.

ﬁnah—zed—After the Cotutelle flle draft has been reviewed by the Host Institution, the

student applies for admission to the Host Institution.

6-3:6.7. Once the student is admitted to the Host Institution, the Cotutelle file is considered

finalized and the Cotutelle agreement is signed. Official-sighringofthe-CotuteHe
agreementisthenperformed-The following signatures must be included:

FaeultyzFaculty Dean or equivalent at both institutions;

b. Appropriate-counterpartsattheparticipating-institution;Dean of Graduate

and Postdoctoral Studies or equivalent at both institutions:




c. Graduate Program Director or equivalent at both institutions;ef-beth-dectoral
programs;

d. Thesis supervisors from both institutions;

e. Student;and

f.  Any additional signatures as required by the Partner Institution.




engage individual students under the framework agreement (e.g., short-form

b. Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies or equivalent at both institutions:

7.  Creation of an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement

7.1. The request to create an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement may be initiated
by a Dean or Graduate Program Director (or equivalent) at Ontario Tech University or a
Partner Institution.

7.2. ltis acknowledged that the exact composition of the agreement will depend on the
requirements of both institutions and the relevant program(s). However, at minimum,
the agreement should provide for the following:

a. The anticipated academic path for participating students, including course
requirements and the sequence of study periods at both institutions;

b. Any required fees or financial obligations;

c. Details regarding the administrative documents and approvals required to
student participation record);

d. Any additional administrative considerations.

7.3. Further information and details may be requested to justify the existence and structure
of the proposed agreement, such as evidence of recurrent student interest.

7.4. Any further consultation with relevant authorities at both institutions (e.g., legal or
international units) to be conducted in advance of finalizing the agreement.

7.5. To finalize the agreement, the following signatures must be included:

a. Faculty Dean or equivalent at both institutions;
c. Graduate Program Director(s) or equivalent at both institutions;
d. Any additional sighatures required by the Partner Institution.

8.

Cotutelle Arrangements for Students Covered by an Institutional Cotutelle Framework

Agreement



8.1. Eligible students may participate under the framework established in the existing
agreement without requiring a full Individual Cotutelle Agreement.

8.2. In such cases, the following is required at minimum:

a. Confirmation of supervision at both institutions;

b. An attestation signed by the Ontario Tech Graduate Program Director
confirming the student is and will continue to be in compliance with the
conditions of the framework agreement;

c. Details on how the student will fund their studies at the Host Institution;

d. Any documentation and approvals required by the framework agreement.

8.3. Arecord of all participating students will be shared with the School of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies.

. heAny signed
Cotutelle agreement represents a binding contract between all parties involved (student,
supervisors, and uriversitr-administrators) to ensure successful completion of the student’s
Ph-B-graduate program.

8:10. It is expected that regular information-sharing takes place with regard to all current Cotutelle
agreements (individual and framework agreements). The School of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies will monitor student numbers, operations, research output, and
financial implications. Consequently, changes to agreements or to the number of students
allowed under a framework agreement may be implemented accordingly.

Monitoring and review

9.11.  These procedures-Procedures will be reviewed as necessary and at least every three years.
The Dean of Graduate and Pest-DecteralPostdoctoral Studies or successor thereof, is
responsible to monitor and review these preceduresProcedures.

Relevant legislation

40.12.  This section intentionally left blank.

Related policies, procedures & documents

44:13.  Cotutelle Policy
Cotutelle Agreement Template
Intellectual Property Policy

Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship Policy
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Purpose

1.  The purpose of this Policy is to establish a framework governing Cotutelle agreements
between Ontario Tech University and Partner Institutions. Cotutelle agreements support
international research collaborations and enrich graduate students’ research experience by
enabling joint supervision and research training at two institutions. Such arrangements also
enhance the University’s international profile and reputation.

Definitions

2. For the purposes of this Policy the following definitions apply:

“Cotutelle” means a bilateral graduate enrolment/co-enrolment and exchange agreement
between two universities in different countries (the Home Institution and the Host
Institution). Cotutelle arrangements are predominantly offered at the doctoral level;
regardless of degree level, the value of the arrangement to a student’s research and/or other
relevant academic or professional development must be justified.

“Home Institution” means the university in which the graduate student is enrolled.

“Host Institution” means the university which the graduate student will work with to gain

international research experience.

“Individual Cotutelle Agreement” means an agreement establishing the academic,
administrative, and financial terms under which an individual student may participate in a
Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.



“Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement” means an agreement establishing the general
academic, administrative, and financial terms under which multiple eligible students may
participate in a Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.

“Partner Institution” means the international university that Ontario Tech is working with for
any given Cotutelle agreement.

“Research-based Master’'s” means a Master’s-level graduate program in which students
must write and defend a research thesis as part of the degree requirements.

Scope and authority

3. This Policy applies to doctoral and research-based Master’s students enrolled at the
University or a Partner Institution, and Faculties or programs interested in participating.

4, The Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof, is the Policy Owner
and is responsible for overseeing the implementation, administration, and interpretation of
this Policy.

Policy

Cotutelle is derived from a French word meaning “joint supervision”. The term refers to a graduate
enrolment and exchange agreement between two universities in different countries.

5.

Eligibility and Establishment

5.1. Any full-time student registered in a doctoral or research-based Master’s program at

either institution is eligible for a Cotutelle agreement given sufficient evidence of its
value to their research and/or other relevant academic or professional development.
Such arrangements are subject to the approvals listed in section 5.5 of this Policy.

5.2. A Cotutelle agreement may be established at the University under the following

circumstances:

a. An existing collaboration between faculty members at both institutions as
evidenced by joint publications, previous co-supervision/exchange of
students, co-organization of scholarly conferences, etc.;

b. Interest from a currently enrolled doctoral or research-based Master’s
student, normally in the first year of their program;

c. Interest from appropriate academic and administrative representatives at
both institutions to establish an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement,
given evidence of appropriate academic value and student interest.

5.3. When Ontario Tech is the Home Institution, an Individual Cotutelle Agreement should

be initiated jointly by an individual Ontario Tech student and supervising Ontario Tech
faculty member(s). Both must consult with the appropriate Graduate Program Director



5.4.

5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

and Dean of the Faculty to be involved in the Cotutelle. A draft of the Cotutelle file must
be submitted for approval according to the Cotutelle Procedures.

When Ontario Tech is the Host Institution, it is expected that the Home (Partner)
Institution will initiate any Individual Cotutelle Agreement and will have a similar policy
or framework governing such arrangements under which the agreement will be
considered. In such cases, the Home Institution must submit a draft of the Cotutelle file
for Ontario Tech approval according to the Cotutelle Procedures.

All Individual Cotutelle Agreements must be approved by the student and the following
parties or their equivalents from both institutions: thesis supervisors, Graduate
Program Directors, Faculty Deans, Deans of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, and
any additional authorities required by the Partner Institution.

The Ontario Tech Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, Faculty Dean(s), and
Graduate Program Director(s) for involved program(s), together with their counterparts
at a Partner Institution, may approve an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement
between the University and the Partner Institution. Such a framework will establish the
general academic, administrative, and financial terms permitting multiple students to
participate in Cotutelle arrangements without requiring full individual approval for each
case.

When an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement exists, student participation may
proceed under the approved framework and process established in the Cotutelle
Procedures.

Language of Instruction

6.1.

Instruction shall normally be in English. The student must be able to meet the language
proficiency requirements of both institutions.

Fulfilling Program Requirements

7.1.

Students participating in a Cotutelle must fulfill the graduate program requirements at
both institutions. This will occur through a transfer of credit between the Home
Institution and Host Institution (or vice-versa) in a manner where the requirements of
both institutions can be met within the standard program length.

Conferral of Degree

8.1

Upon completion of all degree requirements, the student will receive the appropriate
graduate degree from each institution, with each parchment carrying a notation to the
effect that the degree was obtained through a Cotutelle agreement. In addition, a
notation will be made on the student’s transcript that indicates they have participated
in a Cotutelle agreement between the two institutions. The names of both participating
institutions will be indicated on each graduate degree and on the transcript.

Fee Structure and Funding Arrangement
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9.1. Agoal in seeking Cotutelle agreements with universities abroad is to ensure good
reciprocity in the exchange of students. To this end, graduate students participating in
a Cotutelle agreement will be required to pay all tuition fees to their Home Institution.
While at the Host Institution, students will pay the Host Institution’s ancillary and
supplementary fees. They will not normally be required to make tuition payments to the
Host Institution.

9.2. Travel, accommodation, healthcare, and other living expenses will be the responsibility
of the student. The student is also responsible for paying any applicable immigration
fees. The Home Institution is responsible for ensuring that students are aware of all
potential expenses in advance of the approval of any agreement.

9.3. Any additional or alternative financial commitments or arrangements must arise from
the mutual agreement of both institutions and be clearly indicated in the Cotutelle
agreement.

9.4. When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution

a. Students will retain all scholarships and endowed awards administered by
the University, subject to the conditions of such awards.

b. Students holding external awards are subject to the conditions set out by the
governing agency of the award and need to be aware of these conditions
prior to engaging in a Cotutelle agreement.

¢. Since a purpose of a Cotutelle agreement is to further joint research, it is
expected that faculty members will honor graduate research assistantship
stipends while students are at the Partner (Host) Institution.

9.5. When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution

a. Inthe spirit of reciprocity with the above, it is expected that the Home
Institution will normally continue existing financial support for students
hosted at Ontario Tech University.

b. Students will not normally be offered any graduate research assistantships,
teaching assistantships or external funding while they are at Ontario Tech
University. Any offers of funding support will be at the discretion of the
Ontario Tech supervisor.

c. Partner Institution students are responsible for paying ancillary fees and the
University Health Insurance Plan (UHIP) fees. These costs will be updated
annually and can be found on the Office of the Registrar website under “Fees

and payment”.

Health Insurance Coverage


https://registrar.ontariotechu.ca/fees-and-payment/index.php
https://registrar.ontariotechu.ca/fees-and-payment/index.php

10.1.

10.2.

When Ontario Tech is the Home Institution, students travelling abroad will be required
to obtain adequate health insurance coverage as required by the Host Institution.

When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, students will be enrolled in the
University Health Insurance Plan (UHIP) and are responsible for the associated fees to
ensure adequate healthcare coverage while in Canada. Information can be obtained
through the UHIP website or by contacting the International Office.

11. Thesis Evaluation

11.1.

11.2.

11.3.

11.4.

11.5.

Participating Cotutelle students will be required to write a single thesis which will lead
to a single oral defence at the Home Institution. The language of the thesis will be in
English. A written evaluation of the thesis must be submitted by the examiner(s) prior
to the oral defence. All regulations and procedures governing the oral defence will be
specific to the Home Institution, unless stated otherwise in the Cotutelle agreement.

Normally, the examining committee will be composed of examiners appointed by both
institutions. For doctoral students, the external examiner(s) will be independent of both
institutions. The size of the examining committee should be kept to the minimum
needed to achieve policy compliance.

When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the examining committee shall
be appointed in accordance with the Thesis Oral Examination for Master's and Doctoral
Candidates Policy.

When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, the examining committee will have
a similar composition. Exact committee membership will be decided by mutual
agreement between both institutions and is to be specified in the Cotutelle agreement.

Normally, participation in thesis defences will occur remotely. Where this is not
possible or desirable, and costs are incurred in faculty travel and accommodation,
payment of such costs will be subject to negotiations conducted by the two supervisors.
The resulting agreement is to be recorded in a dedicated document signed by the
responsible officers at both institutions (at Ontario Tech University, the Dean of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies),

12. Academic Conduct and Policy Compliance

12.1.

All students participating in Cotutelle agreements must follow the rules and
regulations, including those relating to research ethics, academic integrity, and
intellectual property, of both participating institutions. Ontario Tech University is
committed to ensuring that all students conduct themselves in a manner consistent
with the University’s academic integrity policies. Recognizing that regulations and
practices, as well as the culture of enforcement, can vary substantially from place to
place, all students are required to review, comprehend, and adhere to Ontario Tech
University's policies.


http://www.uhip.ca/

12.2. Inthe event of contradictory regulations between the Home Institution and the Host
Institution, the Home Institution’s regulations shall prevail. Should conflicts arise, the
Deans of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (or equivalents) shall determine a
collective solution.

Monitoring and review

13. This Policy will be reviewed as necessary and at least every three years. The Dean of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof, is responsible to monitor and
review this Policy.

Relevant legislation

14.  This section intentionally left blank.

Related policies, procedures & documents

15.  Cotutelle Procedures
Cotutelle Agreement Template
Thesis Oral Examination for Master's and Doctoral Candidates Policy
Intellectual Property Policy

Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship Policy
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Purpose

1. The purpose of these Procedures is to outline the process for developing and administering
Cotutelle agreements under the Cotutelle Policy.

Definitions

2. For the purposes of these Procedures the following definitions apply:

“Cotutelle” means a bilateral graduate enrolment/co-enrolment and exchange agreement
between two universities in different countries (the Home Institution and the Host
Institution). Cotutelle arrangements are predominantly offered at the doctoral level;
regardless of degree level, the value of the arrangement to a student’s research and/or other
relevant academic or professional development must be justified.

“Home Institution” means the university in which the graduate student is enrolled.

“Host Institution” means the university which the graduate student will work with to gain
international research experience.

“Individual Cotutelle Agreement” means an agreement establishing the academic,
administrative, and financial terms under which an individual student may participate in a
Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.

“Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement” means an agreement establishing the general
academic, administrative, and financial terms under which multiple eligible students may
participate in a Cotutelle between the University and a Partner Institution.



“Partner Institution” means the international university that Ontario Tech is working with for
any given Cotutelle agreement.

“Research-based Master’'s” means a Master’s-level graduate program in which students
must write and defend a research thesis as part of the degree requirements.

Scope and authority

3. These Procedures apply to doctoral and research-based Master’s students enrolled at the
University or a Partner Institution, and Faculties or programs interested in participating.

4.  The Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, or successor thereof, is the Policy Owner
and is responsible for overseeing the implementation, administration, and interpretation of
these Procedures.

Procedures
5.  Administration of a Cotutelle Program

5.1. Students participating in a Cotutelle program are admitted and registered as full-time
students in both participating institutions simultaneously.

5.2. Normally, the student will only pay tuition fees to the Home Institution.

5.3. Any additional financial commitments or fees must arise from the mutual agreement of
both institutions and be clearly indicated in the Cotutelle agreement.

5.4. The students’ graduate studies will meet the program requirements of both institutions
and are subject to the rules and regulations at both institutions. Students will carry out
their research work under the joint supervision of one or more thesis supervisors from
each institution. The thesis is defended at the Home Institution.

5.5. Before entering into a Cotutelle agreement, the student and their supervisors from
both institutions will determine a detailed study schedule and academic path. This will
include the timeline of study periods at both institutions, the time and location of
learning activities, and all required courses.

5.6. When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the minimum duration of
residency at Ontario Tech for doctoral students is six full-time terms. When Ontario
Tech University is the Host Institution, the minimum duration of residency at Ontario
Tech for doctoral students is three full-time terms.

5.7. When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the minimum duration of
residency at Ontario Tech for research-based Master’s students is the equivalent of
half the standard full-time program length. When Ontario Tech University is the Host
Institution, the minimum duration of residency at Ontario Tech for research-based
Master’s students is normally two full-time terms.



5.8.

5.9.

5.10.

Normally, students will have completed their coursework at the Home Institution prior
to engaging in a Cotutelle agreement. All required courses, including already completed
courses, must be laid out in the academic path of the Cotutelle agreement.

For doctoral students, when Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution and the
candidacy exam is not completed in advance of engaging in a Cotutelle agreement, it
will be administered at the Partner (Host) Institution according to the rules of the
Ontario Tech School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

Thesis-based work will occur at both institutions as defined in the Cotutelle agreement.

6. Action to Engage in an Individual Cotutelle Agreement

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

The student must already be registered in the graduate program at the Home
Institution.

The student approaches their thesis supervisor(s) for initial approval to establish a
Cotutelle agreement. It is anticipated that an expression of interest between the
supervisors at each institution has already taken place. The supervisor or Graduate
Program Director (or equivalent) must send a note declaring their intent to the Ontario
Tech School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. If approved in principle, the student
and supervisor(s) develop a draft of the Cotutelle file.

When Ontario Tech University is the Home Institution, the Cotutelle file draft shall
include:

a. Acompleted copy of the Cotutelle Agreement Template;

b. A written summary of the student’s research project signed by the thesis
supervisors at both institutions;

¢. The anticipated academic path for the full program duration, including the
sequence of study periods at both institutions and any required courses;

d. A letter from supervisors from both institutions indicating their agreement to
supervise the doctoral candidate under the Cotutelle and the value added to
the student’s research and/or other relevant academic or professional
development;

e. Details on how the student will fund their studies at the Host Institution;

f.  Any additional financial requirements or other administrative considerations;
g. Approval from the Graduate Program Director;

h. Approval from the Faculty Dean;

i. Approval from the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.



6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, it is recognized that the Partner
(Home) Institution may have a specific process for establishing a Cotutelle agreement.
Nonetheless, it is expected that the Cotutelle file draft will contain items a) through f)
listed above in addition to any appropriate approvals from the Partner (Home)
Institution.

Once completed, the Cotutelle file draft is shared with the appropriate authorities at
the Host Institution for review. When Ontario Tech University is the Host Institution, the
Cotutelle file draft is to be reviewed by all Ontario Tech signatories listed in section 6.7
of these Procedures to obtain their agreement in principle.

After the Cotutelle file draft has been reviewed by the Host Institution, the student
applies for admission to the Host Institution.

Once the student is admitted to the Host Institution, the Cotutelle file is considered
finalized and the Cotutelle agreement is signed. The following signhatures must be
included:

a. Faculty Dean or equivalent at both institutions;

b. Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies or equivalent at both institutions;
c. Graduate Program Director or equivalent at both institutions;

d. Thesis supervisors from both institutions;

e. Student;

f. Any additional signatures as required by the Partner Institution.

7.  Creation of an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement

7.1.

7.2.

The request to create an Institutional Cotutelle Framework Agreement may be initiated
by a Dean or Graduate Program Director (or equivalent) at Ontario Tech University or a
Partner Institution.

It is acknowledged that the exact composition of the agreement will depend on the
requirements of both institutions and the relevant program(s). However, at minimum,
the agreement should provide for the following;:

a. The anticipated academic path for participating students, including course
requirements and the sequence of study periods at both institutions;

b. Any required fees or financial obligations;

c. Details regarding the administrative documents and approvals required to
engage individual students under the framework agreement (e.g., short-form
student participation record);

d. Any additional administrative considerations.
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7.3. Further information and details may be requested to justify the existence and structure
of the proposed agreement, such as evidence of recurrent student interest.

7.4. Any further consultation with relevant authorities at both institutions (e.g., legal or
international units) to be conducted in advance of finalizing the agreement.

7.5. To finalize the agreement, the following signatures must be included:
a. Faculty Dean or equivalent at both institutions;
b. Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies or equivalent at both institutions;
c. Graduate Program Director(s) or equivalent at both institutions;
d. Any additional signatures required by the Partner Institution.

Cotutelle Arrangements for Students Covered by an Institutional Cotutelle Framework
Agreement

8.1. Eligible students may participate under the framework established in the existing
agreement without requiring a full Individual Cotutelle Agreement.

8.2. In such cases, the following is required at minimum:
a. Confirmation of supervision at both institutions;

b. An attestation signed by the Ontario Tech Graduate Program Director
confirming the student is and will continue to be in compliance with the
conditions of the framework agreement;

c. Details on how the student will fund their studies at the Host Institution;
d. Any documentation and approvals required by the framework agreement.

8.3. Avrecord of all participating students will be shared with the School of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies.

Any signed Cotutelle agreement represents a binding contract between all parties involved
(student, supervisors, and administrators) to ensure successful completion of the student’s
graduate program.

It is expected that regular information-sharing takes place with regard to all current Cotutelle
agreements (individual and framework agreements). The School of Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies will monitor student numbers, operations, research output, and
financial implications. Consequently, changes to agreements or to the number of students
allowed under a framework agreement may be implemented accordingly.



Monitoring and review

11. These Procedures will be reviewed as necessary and at least every three years. The Dean of

Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies or successor thereof, is responsible to monitor and
review these Procedures.

Relevant legislation

12.  This section intentionally left blank.

Related policies, procedures & documents
13. Cotutelle Policy

Cotutelle Agreement Template

Intellectual Property Policy

Responsible Conduct of Research and Scholarship Policy



