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Rationale for proposed changes:  To clarify how far in advance the thesis must be 
approved and ready to be sent to the examining committee prior to the oral defence 
date for master’s and doctoral thesis to ensure adequate time for the examining 
committee to review the written work prior to the defence date. 
 

Approval for the oral examination 
Before an oral examination can be held, the supervisory committee must approve the 
thesis for examination (no more than one negative vote and/or abstention). Once the 
supervisory committee has declared the thesis is ready for examination, an examination 
thesis copy must be sent to the examining committee. The student's work must be 
submitted at least four weeks prior to the proposed oral examination. 
 

Master’s candidates 

For master’s candidates, the examination copy of the thesis must be approved and 
submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the proposed oral examination.  

Doctoral candidates 

For doctoral candidates, the examination copy of the thesis must be approved and 
submitted at least 8 weeks prior to the proposed oral examination.  
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