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Becky Dinwoodie

From: Campuswide
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 9:07 AM
Subject: Update on an agreement reached among the Student Association, the University of 

Ontario Institute of Technology and Durham College

Subject: Update on an agreement reached among the Student Association, the University 
of Ontario Institute of Technology and Durham College  
 
 
What is this about?  
Information about a vote that our university’s students will undertake on Wednesday, 
March 22 and Thursday, March 23. 
 
What do I need to do?  
Read the information below. Remember that this is a student-run voting process. 
 
 
This message is sent on behalf of Olivia Petrie, Associate Vice-President, Student Life.  
 
On February 3, an agreement (the Agreement) was reached among the Student Association 
(SA), the University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT) and Durham College (DC). That 
Agreement was confirmed by an Order issued by the Ontario Superior Court of Justice on 
February 6. 
 
CREATION OF TWO SEPARATE STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS 
 
The result of the Agreement is that all parties are working together: based on their 
understanding of the desire of the students of one or both of the two institutions, the SA, 
UOIT and DC are collaboratively facilitating the process for a separate UOIT student 
association and a separate DC student association to emerge.   
 
An election will be held on Wednesday, March 22 and Thursday, March 23 with two 
separate ballots (one for the university’s students and another for the college’s students). 
The separate ballots will include a question asking students of the respective institution 
whether they support the formation of a new association specifically for them. It will also 
provide an opportunity for students at each institution to elect the executive team and the 
board of directors for either a UOIT student association or a DC student association.  
 
If the students of either of the two institutions confirm their support for the formation of a 
new association specifically for them, then, following the elections in March, the newly 
elected executives of each student association will work full-time from May to August to 
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establish their respective student association entity, including its structure and related 
documentation. 
 
No elections will be held to elect executives or directors for the existing SA. 
 
Ancillary fees will not increase for the 2017-2018 year above the previously planned 
increases that have already been approved by students.  
 
Town hall information meetings will be conducted prior to the election days at all campus 
locations. A description of the rationale for separate SA’s will be shared and a Q & A will be 
conducted with audiences. Representatives of the university will be present at the town hall 
meetings. The university will also assist in communications to its students. 
 
ASSISTANCE BY AN INDEPENDENT COURT OFFICER 
 
The result of the Agreement and the Court Order issued on February 6 is that a Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) has been appointed by the Court; this appointment will become 
effective on Monday, May 1.   
 
The COO will, among other things, assist the two new student associations in getting 
established, and will oversee the untangling of the various contractual, operational, legal 
and other aspects of the existing SA. The COO is appointed over the existing SA, and will not 
make decisions for the new student associations.   
  
STUDENT-RUN VOTING PROCESS 
 
The university reminds staff and faculty members that this is an independent, student-run 
voting process. Student candidates should not solicit the intervention of university staff or 
faculty in their campaigns. 
 
 
 
 
Please do not respond to this email, as this account does not accept messages. 
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