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Overview:
The Buy Ontario Procurement Directive (BOPD) represents a significant change to how the university will plan, conduct and document procurement. The directive came into force on April 13, 2026, and is mandatory for all publicly-funded institutions.
The BOPD does not replace the existing Broader Public Sector Procurement Directive (BPSPD). Instead, it operates on top of current procurement rules, adding new requirements focused on prioritizing Ontario and Canadian suppliers, goods, and services. Compliance is required and non‑compliance may result in provincial funding penalties.
Strong executive support and institution‑wide alignment are essential to ensure compliance, manage risk, and support sustainable implementation.
What’s changed:
The BOPD brings together several government initiatives into a single procurement framework, including:
· Building Ontario Businesses Initiative (effective April 1, 2024)
· Procurement Restriction Policy (U.S. businesses) (effective March 4, 2025)
· Strategic Categories 
· Fleet vehicles (effective April 13, 2026)
· Capital infrastructure (effective April 13, 2026)
Collectively, these changes introduce a level of procurement complexity not seen since the introduction of the BPSPD in 2010.
What this means for Ontario Tech: 
The Institution is required to:
· Actively prioritize Ontario and Canadian manufactured goods, not just businesses, using prescribed evaluation and decision‑making approaches.
· Demonstrate compliance through strengthened governance, reporting and audit‑ready records.
· Document feasibility decisions, including when Buy Ontario requirements cannot be applied. 
Final perspective:
As a publicly-funded institution, we support the goal of strengthening domestic supply chains and reducing reliance on external sources. The BOPD, updated BPSPD framework and applicable trade agreements all help move the sector in this direction. 
Our focus will be on steady progress: Build a shared understanding, communicate clearly across our campuses, and establish consistent, defensible procurement practices that are practical, sustainable and compliant. 
We recognize that this directive comes during a period of significant change across the public sector. Procurement is here to support you. Our role is to help enable purchasing needs and find practical, compliant solutions. Faculty and staff partnership will be essential as we work through these changes, together. 
